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or otherwise. 
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British published Books are becoming daily scarcer, owing mainly to 
the enormous increase of Public Libraries, Wealthy Collectors, and 
the widely spreading demand for British published Books. 


The following opinion was received from a Librarian: 


“ For some five or six and thirty years you have ov us a service which 
in point of intelligence, accuracy and promptness could not in my opinion be 
surpassed. We have never had occasion to correct an account or to complain 
of delay. The various duties of collecting blue-books, pamphlets, continua- 
tions, rare books, etc., and of binding and shipping, have heen i 
with energy, rapidity and economy. Your advice always been sound and 
to our advantage; and I must add that my most cordial acknowledgment is 
due to you for your constant patiefice and courtesy in the tasks I have so 
often gratuitously imposed on you—4#x re, case of public men visiting London 
~~ requiring assistance and advice. Wishing you every success in your 

rs.” 

EDW. CG. ALLEN believes that he may fairly claim to be a Benefactor 
to the Intellectual Life of America, having, during his long experience of 


Library Work, shipped to American Libraries over three million Books. 
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Concerning 
“The American Catalog” 


HE remaining copies of the latest volumes of “The 
American Catalog,” issued last summer, covering 
three years, 1905—1907—one part of full-title entries with 
annotations as they appeared in THE PUBLISHERS’ 
WEEKLY during the period, the other a short-title record 
under author, title, subject and series, with many entries of 
obscure books not first listed in THE PUBLISHERS’ 
WEEKLY-—are about to be advanced in price from $13.50 
to $16.00 per set. 

Several libraries in possession of the earlier volumes of 
“The American Catalog” have not yet sent in their orders 
for the latest to complete their sets. All libraries know the 
value of “The American Catalog,” which in these latest 
additions brings three years of current publications into one 
alphabet in a manner not yet done for this period by any 
other compilation, and that will not be done by any forth- 
coming work within the same price. The two parts are sold 
separately, and a library not willing to buy both may have 
the fuller index volume for a short time at $7.50. This 
volume will then be advanced to $10.00. 

A few copies are also still on hand of the previous five- 
yearly volumes, covering the period from 1900-1904. These 
now sell at $7.50 per volume, or $15.00 for both. 


Office of THE PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY 
298 BROADWAY, . . . NEW YORK 
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THE GREEN-SNEAD BOOKSTACK. 


ys Bookstack has a wide sphere of usefulness, complying with all the require- 

ments for the storage and handling of books; which primarily are light and 
ventilation throughout the stack and shelves, minimum book space ccnsumed by the 
structure (it stores about 4 per cent. more volumes than any other make), no enclosed 
inaccessible places for collecting dust and harboring vermin. Shelves as smooth as 
glass on which a rigid book stop and shelf label holder can be attached. Finished as 


may be desired. 
THE SNEAD & CO. IRON WORKS 
Foot of Pine Street 
JERSEY CITY, N. J. 
Manufacturers of Architectural Iron and Bronze and 
Light Structural Steel 
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“Lrprary week” of 1908 in spirit, program 
and efficiency has won a high place in the 
annals of library meetings and upheld the 
standards which the New York state confer- 
ence has attained. And it is an interesting 
illustration of the growth of library organiza- 
tion that the attendance of over 200 persons 
directly interested in library work was double 
that at the A, L. A. Conference at Lake 
George in 1885, though this represented the 
entire country. Several prominent members 
of the A. L. A. having a long experience of 
library conferences agreed that this year’s 
state meeting was the best library convention 
they had ever attended. The program de- 
serves special commendation because of the 
interesting speakers from outside the actual 
field of library work and because of the 
harmony and timeliness of the topics selected 
for consideration. Each session offered pe- 
culiar interest and the breadth and scope 
of the subjects presented awakened a response 
that should make towards the development 
and vitalizing of professional interests and 
ideals. 


Two features of “library week” distinctive 
in their recreative and refreshing character, 
and in which the atmosphere of professional- 
ism gave place to a more personal and human 
interest, were the book symposium and the 
story hour. The book symposium, held with 
so much success at Minnetonka, was the 
idea of Mrs. Fairchild, and it was gratifying 
that the second symposium at Lake George 
had the advantage of her able leadership. 
The evening story hour, given out of doors 
with the light from Japanese lanterns, giving 
a fairy like touch to the scene, was a delight- 
ful finale to the week of sessions; and the 
talent shown in Miss Douglas’ dainty render- 
ing of Cinderella, in Miss Tyler’s remarkable 
presentation of Stevenson’s subtle and fatalis- 
tic story, “The Bottle Imp,” and in Miss 
Askew’s inimitable “Brer Rabbit” tales, de- 
mands high praise of story tellers and chair- 


man who were responsible for this artistic 
and novel session, which, like the book sym- 
posium, it is hoped may be repeated at an- 
other meeting. 


Tue library function, which Mrs. Fair- 
child defines in her new desk-card to be “the 
development and enrichment of human life in 
the entire community by bringing to all the 
people the books that belong to them,” is 
nowadays accepted as covering both entertain- 
ment — preferably of a higher order than the 
cheap theatre— and education. If it is to 
be three-quarters entertainment and one- 
quarter education, still the one-quarter is 
worth while, provided that the three-quarters 
do not counteract the good influence of the 
minor fraction. Entertainment by bad books 
is not permissible, as all librarians agree who 
have contributed to the symposium in last 
month’s and in this month’s issue. But the 
great ideal for the library is well stated by 
Dean Bailey in his remarkable paper on “Li- 
brary work in rural communities,” which is 
the leading article in this number. In saying 
that the purpose of the library in its relation 
to the farmer should be the redirection of 
the farmer’s life, he has brought out a great 
thought which cannot be too much emphasized 
to librarians. Library work should mean a 
redirection of the thought and life of the 
people and a redirection upward and on 
broadening lines. This is true in children’s 
work as well as work for farmers or me- 
chanics or any other class. Dean Bailey has 
had especial experience with respect to rural 
life, and his appointment by President Roose- 
velt as chief of the commission to investigate 
the conditions of country life with a view 
to their betterment really defines his position 
in the community as the leading apostle of 
rural uplift. Librarians are more or less 
consciously working together toward this re- 
direction — and the word is useful in bringing 
them to a realizing sense of this great func- 
tion of the library. 
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Tue farmer himself, even more than the 
mechanic, is a difficult person to bring into 
relation with the library or ev’~ with books. 
His day’s work is hard, at th ..d of it he is 
tired, and the long day leaves few hours 
except for sleep. He must, therefore, first of 
all be interested, and interested because a book 
takes him out of himself and his everyday 
work or contributes definitely some element 
of value to that everyday work. Heavy scien- 
tific books, however good, are, therefore, not 
apt to appeal to him, and as Dean Bailey 
points out, it is necessary to reach him with 
a class of literature of which there is none 
too much in existence. Sometimes he can be 
reached through his wife, who perhaps has a 
little more time for reading than he, and the 
courses of reading for farmers’ wives are, 
therefore, quite as important in this re- 
direction of farm life as the courses of read- 
ing for farmers themselves. Certain books 
do appeal very directly to the farmer in 
connection with his work and should be 
found in every rural library and in every 
urban library which has a rural constit- 
uency. The bulletins of the agricultural 
experimental stations and the agricultural col- 
leges in the several states offer a rich mine 
of useful material and should be in every li- 
brary of the respective states; but their offi- 
cial form is apt to make them less attractive 
to the reader. It would be well if the evening 
so usefully spent at Lake George in the dis- 
cussion of this subject should suggest to the 
program makers of the next A. L. A. Con- 
ference that in the national gathering there 
should -be more attention to this rather novel 
topic, especially in view of the fact that 
President Roosevelt intends to make the 
Bailey Commission report the basis of a spe- 
cial message to Congress in 1909. 


Tue Catalog of fiction promised by Mr. H. 
W. Wilson is now issued and should be of 
special help to libraries of limited means. 
Based upon selective fiction lists of a number 
of libraries it affords to other libraries an 
excellent basis for selection and a handy 
means of providing readers with an index, 
briefly annotated, to good stories. Its chief 
characteristic, however, is the mechanical 
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feature of its linotype construction, with a 
view to giving any library a handy catalog of 
books of fiction in that library. Now that the 
experiment is in shape to be tried we shall 
see if libraries really want such a catalog to 
the extent of being willing to pay for it. It 
is to be hoped that Mr. Wilson’s catalog will 
be freely ordered by small libraries in sufh- 
cent numbers to make its publication a suc- 
cess and that the middle class of libraries 
which cannot afford a catalog of their own, 
yet have need of a few hundred copies of a 
fiction list, will try the experiment of the 
use of the linotype slugs in the manner sug- 
gested by Mr. Wilson at the A. L. A. Con- 
ference and in his announcements of this 
catalog. 


Tue use of a fiction catalog is likely to in- 
crease the circulation of fiction, but this 
should not be at the expense of other books, 
especially where the two-book system is in 
operation. Figures of circulation are apt to be 
misleading, but they are nevertheless useful, 
and should be appreciated by the community 
which is supporting a library by taxation. 
In his paper on “The public library and the 
city government” Mr. Briggs calls attention 
to the desirability of making the public, and 
particularly the public which pays the taxes, 
fully acquainted with the authentic facts of 
what a library is doing and what it costs. 
The taxpayer is entitled to know what he and 
the community are really getting for their 
money, and if he comes to know this he will be 
more liberal in granting money when it comes 
to budget and appropriation. Where there is 
a rural library supported by tax funds, if it 
be no more than a dog tax, it is worth while 
to prepare figures, both of use and expense, 
for printing in the local papers and annually 
in the reports which the towns or other cor- 
porate organizations usually print. Librarians 
are in one way too fond of figures and in an- 
other way not fond enough of them. It is 
unwise to encumber reports and to bore read- 
ers with statistics of a merely technical na- 
ture, but the main facts should be simply and 
fully put before the public at every opportun- 
ity as a matter of justice to the public and as 
an element of popularity for the library. 
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LIBRARY WORK FOR RURAL COMMUNITIES * 


By Liperty Hype Bamey, Director New York State College of Agriculture, Corneil 
University 


Tuere is a rural problem as there is also self overmuch because he is confronted by 
a city problem. Wherever persons come to- inexorable phenomena. The result of this is 
gether there are problems of adjustment, one that the man is either likely to develop a 
to the other. The greater the number of complacent and joyful resignation, taking 
persons who come together, the greater and things as they come and making the best of 
more difficult are the problems. When the them, or else to develop a species of rebellion 
different interests with which men have to which leads to a hopeless and pessimistic 
do are organized, then the different organi- outlook on life. I am convinced that much 
zations themselves tend to come together and of the inertia of country people is traceable 
the problems are still further increased. The to the essential fatalism of their outlook on 
problems that confront city folk are likely the world. 

to be more apparent than those that confront This outlook of helplessness is to be over- 
country folk. They appeal to persons in the come by giving the man the power of science, 
centers of activity. They demand quick solu- whereby he may in some degree overcome, 
tion. It is not strange, therefore, that city control or mitigate the forces of nature, or at 
social problems have received more attention least effectively adjust himself to them. The 
than rural social problems. There are prob- agricultural colleges and experiment stations 
lems of the city and problems of the country, are giving the countryman no end of fact. 
but as those of the country have received We have not yet organized this fact into 
comparatively small attention and are just such a philosophy of application, however, as 
now being discovered, we are likely to think to give the countryman full confidence of his 
that they are new. They may be new to ability to contend with his native conditions. 


most persons. The country problem is in I now come to a point of application of my 
fact no greater than the city problem, only it remarks to the question of libraries. Libra- 
has been more overlooked and neglected. ries exist that persons may read. To a large 


The country problems are to a large extent cxtent the effect of library work is to cause 
only rural phases of fundamental human persons to read for entertainment. The 
problems. That is to say, there is a city side countryman, however, needs to read for cour- 
and a country side or phase to all questions age. Herein is where library schemes are 
of education, morals, social cleavage, and the likely to be fundamentally weak, if in fact 
like. In some respects, however, the country not radically wrong for the countryman. I 
problem is very unlike the city problem, and would not eliminate the natural desire of any- 
this is especially true as respects the attitude body to read for entertainment; but I would 
of the individual toward his own work and make a special effort to develop in the coun- 
his place in the world. tryman a habit of reading such things as will 

The real countryman is likely to be a fatal- give him personal mastery over his condi- 
ist, although he may not know it, and he may _ tions. 
resent it if told. His work is largely in the Much has been said of late as to what the 
presence of the elemental forces of nature. country problem really is. The country prob- 
These forces are beyond his power to make lem is not one thing any more than the city 
or to unmake. He cannot change the rain problem is one thing. We always need to 
or sunshine or storm or drovght. He is direct and even to redirect our civilization. 
likely, therefore, to develop an attitude of We make progress by starts and leaps. Be- 
helplessness toward his conditions, and to tween these leaps are periods of relative in- 
feel that there is very little use to exert him- action or dormancy. We have been in such 
a period in recent years in respect to country 
life. We now feel the necessity of arousing 


* Read before the New York Library Association, 
Lake George, Sept, 22, 1908. 
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ourselves to the situation. In such cases the 
panacea-man always comes to the fore. He 
sees one remedy for all ills. I have been in- 
formed recently that the one remedy for the 
ills of the farmer is the resumption of green- 
back currency; the controlling of trusts; the 
extension of good roads; and other specific 
and single acts. The fact is that the panacea- 
man does not make very great progress, be- 
cause all human affairs are complex and 
touch each other at many points. 

Some of the things that need to be done 
for the general betterment of country life are: 

(1) The recognition of the countryman and 
of his problems. The recent appointment by 
President Roosevelt of a Commisson on 
Country Life does just this. This appoint- 
ment recognizes that the countryman has 
problems which it is the business of govern- 
ment to understand. It places the executive 
machinery of government behind the work. 
The appointment of this commission is in no 
sense a criticism of the farmer, but rather 
a recognition on the part of the president of 
the United States that something definite and 
constructive should be done to enable the 
man on the land to receive the best returns 
for his effort and so to remove handicaps as 
to enable him to live the fullest life. 

(2) We need the enactment of laws and 
regulations that have the farmer distinctly in 
mind. I will illustrate this by speaking of 
game law legislation. I am convinced that no 
type of legislation is in a more hopeless or 
chaotic condition than that relating to the 
preservation of small game. Laws are en- 
acted that apply to particular localities and 
not to localities adjacent to them, or which 
please a certain set of sportsmen, or which 
have certain special interests in mind. Now, 
small game is to a large extent a natural 
product of farms. All game, in fact, is a 
product of the earth. So far as the earth is 
owned for productive purposes, it is con- 
trolled by the farmer. The natural result of 
game law legislation and agitation is to an- 
tagonize the farmer against the sportsman, 
whereas their interests ought to be harmon- 
ized and unified. Game law legislation, as all 
other legislation, should rest on fundamental 
principles, and these principles would neces- 
sarily recognize that the farmer has rights as 
well as the sportsman. Laws so made, I am 
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convinced, would put the farmer and the 
sportsman into sympathy and cause them to 
work together to the betterment of each. 

(3) We need a consideration of the whole 
subject of transportation with reference to the 
farmers’ interests. 

(4) We need a similar discussion of all 
matters relating to rural social communca- 
tion. 

(5) We should make a careful study of the 
control of products, with reference to the 
producer as well as to the market man. 

(6) We must consider whether the rural 
church is an effective organ and whether it 
also may not need a new study and redirec- 
tion. 

(7) The rural schools need in some way 
to be so fertilized and redirected as to cause 
them to be a training place for boys and girls 
who are likely to live on the land. 

(8) We need to spread the reading habit; 
and here I come again into contact with the 
subject in which this audience is specially 
interested. 

All these, and other agencies, working har- 
moniously together, will help to accelerate the 
development of a good country life. This 
development is already in progress. We need 
to recognize it and to direct it. As Sir 
Horace Plunkett has recently so well said, 
we need in the country to develop better 
farming, better business and better living. 

What I mean to emphasize at this point is 
that the library and the reading-course have 
a distinct obligation to help on the whole 
work of rural progress. They must be in- 
oculated with the missionary and the exten- 
sion spirit and become real educational fac- 
tors. 

If the countryman is to be aided to the 
greatest advantage, it will not he enough 
merely to bring in things from the outside 
and present them to him. Farming is a local 
business. The farmer stands on the land. 
In a highly developed society, he does not sell 
his farm and move on as soon as fertility is 
in part exhausted. This being true, he must 
be reached in terms of his environment. He 
should be developed natively from his own 
standpoint and work; and all schools, and all 
libraries, and all organizations of whatever 
kind that would help the man on the land 
must begin with this point of view. 
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I may illustrate this by speaking of the 
current country movement to revive sports 
and games. I am much in sympathy with this 
desire. I am quite sure that more games and 
recreation are needed in the country as much 
as in the city. In fact, there may be more 
need of them in the country. The tendency 
seems to be just now, however, to introduce 
old folk games. We must remember, how- 
ever, that folk games such as we are likely 
to introduce have been developed in other 
countries and in other times. They repre- 
sent the life of other people. To a large ex- 
tent they are love-making games. They are 
not adapted in very many cases to our clim- 
ate. To introduce them is merely to bring in 
another exotic factor and to develop theatri- 
cals. 

I would much rather revive the good old 
games that have come directly out of the 
land. Or if new games are wanted I should 
like to try to invent them, having in mind the 
real needs of a community; but it is douhtful 
whether games invented out of hand can ever 
really be native. I suspect that the germs of 
many good games and sports can be found 
in the open country, and that they might be 
capable of considerable extension and de- 
velopment. 

Of course, not one of my hearers will feel 
that I would limit the countryman’s view to 
his own environment. I have recently been 
accused of that very thing, but every one of 
you knows that this is nonsense. I would 
begin with the things at home, the same as I 
would begin to teach the child by means of 
the things that are within its range; and 
then I would lead out to the world activities. 
There is no reason why a farmer should not 
have as broad a view of life and of the things 
that lie beyond as any other man has, but 
this comes as a natural extension of his 
proper education. 

There is very little good literature that is 
specially adapted to rural communities ex- 
cept the technical agricultural books and bul- 
letins. It is often said that farm homes are 
greatly lacking in books and in magazines. 
This, no doubt, is often true. One reason is 
that there is so little literature that is really 
adapted to the farmer’s general demands and 
also because his whole training leads him to 
think in terms of experience rather than in 
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terms of books. There are many farm homes 
that are well supplied with good literature, 
and the number is rapidly increasing. In 
the old days one would be likely to find a 
copy of “Pilgrim’s Progress,” the novels of 
Scott and Dickens, a copy of “Rebinson 
Crusoe” and other books of the older order. 
“Pilgrim’s Progress” is excellent literature 
and a commanding allegory, but it is likely to 
have a fatalistic influence on persons who 
accept books too literally. The Bible is found 
everywhere, but it is too often read in the 
country, as in the city, from the point of 
view of “texts” and not interpreted in 
terms of present-day life. lf I were making 
out a set of books for reading arywhere, I 
should want to include some of the modern 
expositions or adaptations of biblical litera- 
ture in order that the scripture might be 
made applicable and vital to the lives of the 
people. 

The novels have no special relation to the 
conditions under which the farmer lives and 
very many of them no relation to any present- 
day living. I would not advise that all 
reading have relation to the life of the pres- 
ent, but some of it certainly should be ap- 
plicable in order that it may have meaning to 
the reader. We have practically no novels 
depicting the real farmer. We have a good 
many farmer characters in current fiction, but 
most of them are caricatures, whether so in- 
tended or not, and present a type of life and a 
vocabularly which, if they exist at all, are 
greatly the exception. Common novels are 
likely to be exotic. A good part of them are 
read because they are the best sellers of the 
time. Librarians know that the book that 
tops the market shortly after it is published 
may not have any real or abiding value. 

The bulletins of the experiment stations 
and departments of agriculture are now 
widely distributed, but they are not used as 
much as they ought to be. This is in part 
because the mailing lists are not selective, and 
in part because the reader may have no real 
fundamental knowledge to enable him to use 
them effectively. In very many cases the 
bulletins themselves are unm:eadable and <re 
only reference texts. 

There are gilded publications that appeal 
to city persons who have an extrinsic in- 
terest in the country, or to those who have 
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abundant money to spend; but they have very 
little, if any, influence on the development of 
a native country life. 

We have practically no good poems of 
American farm life. A poem of the plow- 
boy is very likely to be one that sees the plow- 
boy from the highway rather than one that 
expresses the real poetry and sentiment of the 
labor on the land. I do not know where I 
can find a half dozen first-class poems of 
farm life. They are largely written from the 
study outward, and by persons who see farm- 
ing at long range, or who come to it with the 
city man’s point of view. 

The nature books are largely forced and 
lack personality. They do not have the true 
ring of truth. There are, of course, distinct 
exceptions; but taking the books as a whole 
my experience seems to justify this judg- 
ment. We need native and sensible books 
with country direction in them. We need 
something like the Burrough’s mode as ap- 
plied to farm operations and farm objects. 

Of late the reportorial type of literature 
has developed itself in country life directions. 
The reporter discovers a high point here and 
there, does not understand relationships, 
writes something that is effervescent and en- 
tertaining and very likely misleading. The 
“wonders-of-science” idea has also applied 
itself to agricultural writing, and we are be- 
ginning to develop a type of literature that 
is unsafe. Some person who is doing good, 
quiet work in the breeding of plants, or in 
other agricultural fields, is likely to be dis- 
covered by a facile reporter, and his work 
may be made to appear as foolishness. 

We have no history of farm life or farm 
people. I have been much impressed with 
this lack within the last month, when I have 
been trying to find biographical data respect- 
ing a great many persons who have had much 
influence in developing good country life in 
North America. The careers of these per- 
sons do not appear in our standard biogra- 
phies, although persons who may have ac- 
complished much less may be given full 
treatment. The result of all this is that there 
is no ideal of leadership in agricultural or 
country life affairs put before the boy or girl. 
The biographies that the youth reads of are 
persons who have made their way in other 
careers. Yet, as a matter cf fact, hundreds 
of persons whose names are unknown to the 
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standard books have exerted an influence that 
is truly national in its character. These per- 
sons should be listed amongst the heroes to 
whose accomplishments the young genera- 
tion may aspire. 

We are much in need, therefore, of good 
native books that will mean something to 
persons who live on the land. We need a 
high class journal of a new type that will in- 
terest men sympathetically and psychologi- 
cally in farm life, devoting only a secondary 
part of its space to questions of technical 
farming. 

There should be a library in every rural 
town. This library should have relation to 
its community, as a school or a church has. 
It should be an educational center. 

The travelling libraries have provided a 
new way of developing the reading habit in 
the country and in remote towns. It undoubt- 
edly has had great influence, although I think 
that the character of its literature needs to 
be reconsidered. It is gratifying to us, as 
New Yorkers, to know that the travelling li- 
brary, as now understood, originated in New 
York with Melvil Dewey in 1892. He secured 
an appropriation to place books in rural 
communities that were too small to have 
libraries of their own. He purchased a small 
number of libraries of one hundred volumes 
each and distributed them. In 1895 Michigan 
and Ohio followed. In 1899 there were some 
twenty-five hundred travelling libraries in 
thirty states, distributing about one hundred 
and fifteen thousand volumes. In 1908 there 
were five thousand such libraries in nearly 
every state and territory, with the distribu- 
tion not far under three-fourths of a million 
books. In 1907 Wisconsin circulated up- 
wards of one hundred and twenty-two thou- 
sand volumes. There is a state library com- 
mission or organization at the capitol in the 
states of California, Colorado, Delaware, In- 
diana, Iowa, Kansas, Maryland, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, New Jersey, 
New York, North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, Vermont, Washington, and 
Wisconsin. It is a great responsibility to dis- 
tribute three-quarters of a million books, par- 
ticularly when they go to persons who do not 
have many books and who are likely to place 
confidence in those that they receive. 

Another mode of developing the reading 
habit is by means of reading-courses and 
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reading-clubs, which are now beginning to be 
organized in the agricultural colleges. These 
are likely to have great influence in rural 
communities because (1) they are directly 
related to the life of the peopie, and (2) be- 
cause they are dynamic or have an active 
follow-up system. The reading-course enter- 
prise for farmers and farmers’ wives has 
gained greater headway in New York State 
than elsewhere. 

Every social or educational organization 
that exists in the open country should be a 
means of developing and spreading the read- 
ing habit. In New York State, for example, 
there are more than seventy thousand active 
members of the Grange. There are a good 
many hundred local or subordinate granges. 
Each of these granges should be a reading 
center. The Farmers’ Institutes should leave 
behind them some kind of an organization 
that will continue the work of the institute 
and develop the reading habit. All country 
churches, and all country schools, should also 
be agents in the same cause. All these or- 
ganizations should be made distributive cen- 
ters for good literature. They should all aid 
in distributing the bulletins of the Experiment 
station of that state. The local library 
should reach all homes and also be a dis- 
persive center. The local library will often 
be able to distribute the Experiment station 
bulletins much more effectively than the Ex 
periment station itself, because the library 
should know the local needs and the habits 
of life of its constituents. 


THE PUBLIC LIBRARY AND THE CITY GOVERNMENT, OR WHAT PUB- 
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We are very much in need of a co-ordina- 
tion or association of all these various efforts 
1 have sometimes thought that there should 
be a state society, looking to the coordination 
of them all, but the tendency is to multiply 
societies overmuch. If there is no formal 
organization as between them all, I am sure 
that there should be a co-operative interest 
between them so that they will all work to- 
gether harmoniously toward one end. All 
these agencies should be active. They should 
know what other agencies are doing. Each 
one of them should preserve its full autonomy, 
but it will do more concrete work if it knows 
its own field and will be stimulated to greater 
effort if it knows what other organizations 
are doing. 

If libraries and librarians are only a means 
of distributing books, all that you need to 
do is to perfect the machinery or the mechan- 
ics of the work. If they are to energize the 
people and to redirect the currents of civiliza- 
tion, they must do very much more than this. 
They must inspire the reading habit, direct it, 
and then satisfy it. We need not so much to 
know just what kind of books to put in the 
hands of readers as to develop a new purpose 
in library effort. It is not enough to satisfy 
the demands of readers: we must do construc- 
tive work. I look on all library effort in 
rural communities as a part of the general 
educational and welfare work in which ali 
persons afe interested who are looking to 
the evolution of institutions and the better- 
ment of their fellows. 


LIC LIBRARIES SHOULD DO FOR MUNICIPAL DEPART- 


THE aim of this paper is to suggest and 
discuss methods whereby public libraries, both 
the large and the small, may make their pres- 
ent collections of books of greater practical 
value to the various city departments and offi- 
cials, and intelligently to enlarge their collec- 


“Read before the New York Library Association, at 
Lake George, Sept. 24, 1908. The general topic of 
the evering was “Neglected opportunities.” 


MENTS AND OFFICIALS* 


By Wa ter B. Briccs, Reference Librarian, Brooklyn (N. Y.) Public Library 


tions towards the same end. Emphasis 
will be laid upon the executive and adminis- 
trative departments rather than upon the 
legislative. 

The subject is of recognized importance and 
for most of our libraries it falls well in the 
class of “neglected opportunities.” 

After the good customs of the English quar- 
terlies, some of the important articles that 
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have been written upon the subject are listed 
here at the beginnings of the paper.+ Refer- 
ence may later be made to them. 

There has been heretofore, and there is yet, 
too much of a tendency to consider the public 
library as somewhat apart from the execu- 
tive and administrative departments of the 
city, with a result perhaps not entirely without 
benefit to the library, in that it has not been 
subject to the politics and plundering that 
the departments with heads appointed directly 
by the mayor have suffered from. In this 
regard the city libraries have been more for- 
tunate than the state libraries. Mr. Ranck, 
in his paper, states, “that the legislative ref- 
erence departments recently organized in 
several of our states are largely conscious 
efforts to return. to the purpose for which 
state libraries were originally created, but 
which in most of our states have long since 
been lost sight of, by regarding the library as 
a piece of political plunder.” 

While the library may have benefited, her 
sister departments in the city government 
have been the losers, in not appreciating the 
fact that the library could be of daily practi- 
cal value to them by furnishing data and 
facts of inestimable value in helping them 
to solve, wisely and economically, their prob- 
lems. 

It is still the popular idea that the chief 
work of the library is to furnish entertain- 


Chalmers Hadley, 


+ Municipal reference work. 
Public Libraries, June, 1907. 

The public library as a part of the municipal gov- 
ernment. Samuel H. Ranck. Lisrary yournat, Oc- 
tober, 1907. Same in Public Libraries, December, 
1907. 

Reterence libraries in cities. Baltimore as a type. 
D. E, Mowry. Public Libraries, December, 1907. 

The municipal section of a public library. G. 
Darlow. Public Libraries, January, 1908. 

Special libraries. R. H. Whitten. Liprary ysovur- 
NAL, January, 1906. 

Proposed library of municipal affairs and city 
department libraries. R. H. Whitten. Lisrary yovr- 
NAL, June, 1908. 

The Wisconsin Legislative Library. M. S, Dud- 
geon. Yale Keview. November, 1907. 

Legislative reference work without an appropria- 
tion. Johnson Brigham. <A, L. A. Bulletin, July, 
1907. 

Legislative reference work and its opportunities. 
C. R. Wocdruff. Public Libraries, October, 1908. 

The German Stadtetag. L. N. Robinson. Annals 
of the American Academy, May, 1908. [Describes 
a special library dealing with city affairs, established 
in Ferlin in 1906.) 
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ment or, at the best, enable the theorist 
or student who has never been in practical 
affairs to prepare a newspaper article criti- 
cizing a city department that may be doing 
its best to meet some pressing problem. The 
critic has the “library habit,” which, as a rule, 
the city official has not. Should not the li- 
brary give first attention and assistance to the 
practical workers? Has there not been a ten- 
dency to develop along the lines of least 
resistance in helping the more purely theo- 
retical students who know the value of a 
collection of books? An officer in one of the 
charitable societies suggested, at a New York 
Library Club meeting, that a library represen- 
tative regularly meet the workers in his im- 
portant line of work and keep them informed 
as to the current literature upon their sub- 
ject. This is a good suggestion, but is it not 
more important that the library furnish such 
current information to the Health and Build- 
ing departments, thereby supplying informa- 
tion that might enable these departments to 
prevent conditions that now occupy the atten- 
tion of the charitable societies. Is not pre- 
vention better than correction? Has the 
library in the past made intelligent and sys- 
tematic efforts to call the attention of de- 
partment heads to the material in the library 
upon their particular subjects? Are they all 
on our mailing lists for the bulletins and 
publications of the library? Have we had 
their subjects in mind in compiling special 
lists? It should be a first duty of every 
public library to prepare for each city de- 
partment a list of the books in the library, 
including, of course, documents and reports 
upon that department’s line of work. To 
every new head of a department a copy of 
the list brought up to date should be sent. 
As new material is received make it the prac- 
tice to notify promptly the department inter- 
ested. This must appeal to all as an eminently 
proper function of the library. It will be 
the librarian’s best card of introduction to 
the department head and bring about the per- 
sonal acquaintance so essential to wise co- 
operation in serving the municipality. 

While the librarian and department heads 
are getting acquainted let the library em- 
ployee endeavor to get into a personal touch 
with the employees of sister departments. 
There is room for improvement in our atti- 
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tude in this regard. It will be a healthful 
thing to have rubbed into us the fact that 
we are in the public service, as are the fire- 
man or the matron at the police station. To 
gain this esprit de corps I would suggest an 
annual parade of all persons upon the city 
pay-roll. And I would not be anxious as to 
our order in the line of march. If there was 
classification, I should hope that we might 
be worthy to be grouped with the departments 
of Education, Health, Lighting and Civil ser- 
vice. Floats might be instructive. One could 
represent a group of prominent citizens pre- 
senting an engrossed copy of resolutions to 
the librarian and the head of the Department 
of Public works, commending them upon 
the fact that through their co-operation there 
had been no wholesale digging up of the city’s 
streets for two years. The truth being rec- 
ognized that the Library had supplied facts 
and data which the Department had intelli- 
gently applied, whereby the best system of 
sewerage had been installed; an example of 
scientific and economical public service. 

Another float could show a library reference 
room occupied by policemen, firemen, health 
department inspectors, etc. The center of the 
group being the janitor of the library itself, 
making use of the books on steam boilers and 
ventilation. Is not more credit due to the 
Civil service system than to the library, that 
this last comes near realization? 

Experience shows that the city departments 
are very glad to receive titles of books. 
During the past year the certain titles, 
mainly English publications that might not 
come under the eye of the department head, 
were sent to a park department superinten- 
dent, who in almost every case sent a mes- 
senger for the books.* 

Further than this sending of book titles 
it would be well to send to each department 
a copy of the monthly Engineering Magazine 


*Gaut. Seaside planting of trees and shrubs. L. 
and N. Y., 1907. 

Bell. The skirts of a great city. L., 1907. 

Amherst. London parks and gardens. L., 1907. 

Waterfiela. Flower grouping in English, Scotch and 
Irish gardens. L., 1907. 

Elgood. Italian gardens. L., 1907. 

Tweedie. Hyde Park. Its history and romance. 
[A note was made of the nine page appendix con- 
taining a list of trees, shrubs and plants in Hyde 
Park and Kensington Garden.) 
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Index, checked for articles of interest to the 
particular department, with the understanding 
that the library would do its best to supply 
what was desired. As pertinent bibliographies 
appeared they should be checked in the same 
way, thus employing every means at hand to 
keep the departments in constant touch with 
the library. Granting that the intelligent head 
of a department knows the current literature 
covering his special work, better than the 
librarian can expect to, there are many books 
and articles appearing outside technical mag 
azines that the librarian with his general col- 
lection is more likely to see than the specialist. 
Many indirect benefits will soon appear if 
this line of work is well done. When the 
departments get into the habit of coming to 
the library and realize the practical use the 
library makes of a collection of books, and 
appreciate that a trained librarian is necessary 
to care for and make quickly available ma- 
terial wanted, they will be inclined to turn 
their department collections over to the care 
of the public library, whether in the library 
building or not is not particularly important. 
Here we have, naturally, developed a proper 
municipal library. Before a library makes 
a collection of reports of various cities it 
should know what is already in the various 
city departments. This known, it can intelli- 
gently complete its own collection. Even if 
a department did not welcome this co-opera- 
tion would it not be wise to note in the library 
catalog the books that are in department 
collections? If libraries under the present 
interest in this subject hastily invite the flood 
of state and city reports they will soon 4nd 
that they have brought upon themselves the 
trouble that the United States documents 
caused when they were one steady brown 
stream that overflowed all parts of the library 
building, rising finally to the attics, that were 
never intended for the storage of books. 
Each library should wisely take into account 
its own particular conditions. If it is now 
overcrowded it would not be an unwise step 
to deposit some of the reports already in the 
library in the department that might best use 
them. This would probably gain supervision 
over all the books in the department. In a 
few of our largest libraries these books have 
been placed in a separate department, usually 
known as the Department of documents and 
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statistics or Department of statistics, with a 
specially trained director in charge. Have 
we not here the natural place for the develop- 
ment of the expert service recommended by 
the advocates of independent city reference 
or municipal libraries ; the department that can 
do practical reference work and help to pro- 
mote scientific legislation and intelligent ad- 
ministration ? 

This is a timely topic and one to which the 
public library should give attention in view 
of the interest that has been evinced in the 
development of legislative reference libraries 
after the type of the department of legislative 
reference established in Baltimore in Janu- 
ary, 1907. Since that time there has been 
systematic agitation for the establishment 
in our largest cities of these municipal libra- 
ries, with, as far as I can ascertain, little or no 
consultation with the authorities of the public 
libraries as to the work they are already pre- 
pared to do along the same line. In an edi- 
torial in the Boston Herald of Nov. 27, 
1907, under the caption “A city reference 
library,” we read: “These experiments at 
Madison and Baltimore, and the decision of 
several cities here and there to establish 
municipal libraries, raise the question whether 
it would not be well for Boston and Massa- 
chusetts to consider whether the local and 
state legislatures are as helpfully related to 
the libraries and the specialists of this great 
center of accumulated knowledge as they 
might be.” In Mr. Mowry’s article we find it 
stated that “the city of Newark has recently 
passed an ordinance establishing a manicipal 
library,” that, “a resolution has been intro- 
duced in the common council of Milwaukee 
for the establishment of a similar library.” 
This Milwaukee library is now an accom- 
plished fact. In Mr. Mowry’s opinion, “ it 
is only a matter of a few years, at most, be- 
fore all of our leading cities will have estab- 
lished municipal reference libraries.” 

There is quite generally an ignorance and 
misunderstanding of the primary features of 
the Wisconsin and Baltimore work. They 
both emphasize the legislative side and give 
particular attention to collecting information 
in regard to matters before the state and city 
legislatures. The Wisconsin department, cre- 


ated in 1901, 11 years after the position of 
legislative reference librarian in the 
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York State Library was established, has a 
much wider scope than the New York de- 
partment. It, in a sense, combines with this 
department the work of the law librarian of 
the New York State Library. It does not 
maintain a large or expensive library, de- 
pending upon the various strong libraries 
already in Madison. In the A, L. A. Bulletin 
of July, 1907, we find this digest of its duties: 
“It not only collects, collates and supplies all 
needed information, but it also passes on the 
relative value of the same. It also supplies 
legislators and legislative committees with 
briefs and arguments and, on request, drafts 
bills.” Dr. Flack states that it has an expert 
to frame laws properly for the members of 
the legislature. The Boston Herald, in an 
editorial notice of Mr, Dudgeon’s article in 
the Yale Review, sums it up thus: “The Mad- 
ison idea is designed to prevent half-baked 
legislation.” 

Baltimore has the first city department of 
legislative reference, applying to a city the 
methods that had proved so successful in a 
state. It follows the Wisconsin plan, with 
a similarlly wide scope. It even gathers data 
for use of the state legislature. According 
to the law creating it, it is to concern itself 
chiefly with the legislative work. The act 
reads: “There shall be a department of legis- 
lative reference of the mayor and city coun- 
cil of Baltimore.” It is also to serve the 
head of any city department. It is directed 
by an unpaid “board, composed of the mayor 
of Baltimore, the City solicitor, the president 
of the Johns Hopkins University, the presi- 
dent of the Municipal Art Society, and the 
president of the Merchants’ and Manufac- 
turers’ Association of Baltimore City. This 
board shall employ a competent statistician 
as its executive officer, to organize and con- 
duct the said department.” Dr. Horace E. 
Flack, a graduate of Johns Hopkins Univer- 
sity, is occupying this position. Miss Wallis, 
the librarian of the department, writes in the 
LrBrARY JOURNAL of December, 1907, as fol- 
lows: “Constant investigation and accumula- 
tion of laws of the different states and cities, 
together with the material relating to the 
practical operation and effect of such laws, are 
among his chief duties. He anticipates sub- 
jects of proposed legislation by the General 
Assembly of Maryland and of the City Coun- 
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cil of Baltimore, and has ready for the legis- 
lator various material: bills and records con- 
cerning similar subjects of other states and 
cities both here and abroad, newspaper clip- 
pings, magazine articles, reports, etc., which 
are all classified by the Dewey system and 
so made available at a moment's notice. 
Minute analyzation is constantly being done 
so that short but important articles, other- 
wise lost in the vast sea of pages, may be 
referred to by the card index.” 

The Wisconsin department has been almost 
phenomenally successful in its work, without 
doubt largely due to the tact and ability of 
Dr. McCarthy. A most practical testimony 
of the opinion of the legislators in regard 
to its value is seen by the increase in its 
annual appropriations. Mr. Dudgeon states 
that in 1902 it received $1500, and in 1907 
$15,000. 

The Baltimore department has not had time, 
as yet, to develop greatly, but nothing but 
praise can be said of it. 

Does it necessarily follow, however, that an 
independent department of this nature is best 
for every large city? Would it not be work- 
ing along scientific lines to study the needs of 
each particular city and find what department 
is best prepared and able to carry on this 
most desirable work? 

Evidently in the case of Chicago there was 
ignorance of the established “Municipal li- 
brary and Bureau of statistics.” Mr. Hugo 
S. Grosser, the City statistician, writes in 
Public Libraries of December, 1907, as fol- 
lows: 

“A recent article in the daily press stated 
that Chicago was inquiring as to the practi- 
cability of a municipal library with a view of 
starting such an institution for Chicago. The 
following facts in the case are presented for 
the consideration of those who are not in- 
formed in regard to the matter: 

“The Municipal library and Bureau of sta- 
tistics of the City of Chicago was established 
in 1900 and is now in its eighth year. Dur- 
ing that time we have been able to build up a 
library of about 11,000 v., containing all the 
ordinances, codes, charters and reports of the 
largest cities throughout the world, and also 
the various books on municipal questions, and 
a large number of periodicals and journals on 
the subjects pertaining to municipal govern- 
ment. 
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“Since 1901 we have published quarterly 
City of Chicago Statistics, which is now in its 
seventh year. The library as well as the 
office is largely used by students, lawyers, city 
officials and others interested in civic work. 
A great deal of reference work is done here 
for the use of our aldermen and city officials. 
In important investigations concerning public 
utilities, this bureau was, and is, called upon 
to furnish information as well as to supply the 
documents that may be wanted elsewhere. 
Perhaps it may be interesting to quote that 
the number of visitors in this office average 
2500 per year.” 

Should not also the Department of docu- 
ments and statistics of the Boston Public 
Library, with its collection of 14,000 volumes, 
be considered as a possible foundation for 
this work. This collection was started and 
developed by Mr. Worthington Chauncey 
Ford from 1897-1902. Since that date Mr. 
James L. Whitney has been the head of the 
department. Mr. Wadlin, the chief librarian, 
has an international reputation as a statisti- 
cian. In view of these facts would it not be 
wisest to give the library more support, to 
enable it to perform the work outlined by the 
Baltimore department? Is it necessary to 
create an entirely new board to direct this 
work? 

From Dr. Whitten’s article in the Lrprary 
JOURNAL of June, 1908, upon a “Proposed 
library of municipal affairs and city depart- 
ment libraries,” we obtain sane advice from 
one who carried on the legislative reference 
werk in the New York State Library for 
over nine years, and who originated many of 
the methods now in practice. In his present 
work as librarian of the Public service com- 
mission in New York City, he speaks not as 
one in the public library service, but rather 
as one who is doing important work for his 
Commission, of a very like nature to that 
done by the Baltimore department for the city. 
He writes: 

“The public library should perform the 
same service for the city government that the 
state library does for the state government. 
It should provide a working collection of 
material relating to municipal affairs for the 
use of the legislative, executive and adminis- 
trative branches of the city govertment. .. . 
The library of municipal affairs should be a 
part of the public library systew. It should 
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be located at the city hall or, preferably, in 
the 20-story municipal office building that it is 
proposed to construct. This library should 
have a branch for each of the borough gov- 
ernments. In addition each large city depart- 
ment should have its own working office li- 
brary. All of these libraries should work to- 
gether. The aim should not be independence, 
but organization and co-operation. The col- 
lections and activities of the main Public Li- 
brary would be invaluable to the municipal 
affairs library and the municipal affairs li- 
brary would in turn be most helpful to the 
main library. The collections and activities 
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of the municipal affairs library would be in- 
valuable to the department libraries and they 
would render most helpful service in return.” 

Whatever the future development of these 
libraries, whether or not as departments of the 
public libraries, all our libraries, as was stated 
at the beginning, should give much attention to 
making their collections of the greatest pos- 
sible value to all the departments of the 
city. The library that is doing this will be 
best prepared for an investigation and re- 
port by some bureau of municipal research 
upon “The public library and its practical 
value to the city.” 


WHAT SHALL LIBRARIES DO ABOUT BAD BOOKS 


CONTRIBUTED FROM VARIOUS LIBRARIES, II. 


BROOKLYN PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Ir is generally admitted that a public li- 
brary must make some discrimination in the 
selection of its books. Here and’ there is 
found an “indignant citizen” who questions 
the right of the library authorities to act as 
censors, but the reading public and the tax- 
payers expect such a course, and consider it 
the proper one to pursue when looked at from 
the standpoint of what books are likely to be 
best appreciated by readers. In nearly every 
library the purchase of books is limited by 
the amount of money available for such pur- 
pose, hence it becomes necessary to exercise 
discrimination in the expenditure. The trus- 
tees rather than the public know better how to 
distribute the funds and how much may be 
spent for books, and which books will serve 
the largest number of people. 

A few weeks ago the Board of Education, 
having charge of a public library in a small 
town, refused to accept as a gift a set of the 
works of a well-known writer. For this 
refusal the board was called to account by a 
taxpayer, but justified its action on the 
ground of meeting the wishes of a large 
majority of the community. And so each 
library must be its own judge and not be 
controlled by outside influence, even though 
that influence come in the shape of a heavy 
taxpayer or strong individuality. 

The method adopted by the Brooklyn Pub- 
lic Library in its treatment of “objectionable” 


or “restricted” books (the term “bad books” 
does not seem to be well chosen) is probably 
the same as that of most public libraries. In 
the first place we find children are not hard to 
please. They are given a good supply of 
strong, breezy, stirring books, and seldom 
complain of the quality. Miss Clara W. Hunt, 
who selects books for the Children’s Depart- 
ment, reads all the new children’s books before 
purchases are made, and her judgment is con- 
firmed by the eagerness with which the young- 
sters “take out” the new books. 

The problem of selecting new books for 
adults is a more difficult one of solution. Re- 
garding fiction we make it a rule that books 
by an unknown or little- known writer shall 
not be purchased until they have been pub- 
lished six months. In practice it is found 
that the demand for such books is so slight 
at the end of the period that not more than 
one in fifty is placed on the shelves. 

Books already in the library which are con- 
sidered undesirable for the open shelves or 
for general circulation are treated as follows: 
Restricted books are kept in the reference 
department and circulate only upon permis- 
sion of the reference librarian. Loans to the 
branches are made in only a few cases, and 
then through application by the pranch libra- 
rian. A few books are for reference pur- 
poses only, and may not be taken from the 
library. 

French and German fiction require indi- 
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vidual treatment, the extent of which will 

depend, in a measure, upon the size of the 

collection. Frank P. Hit. 
PRATT INSTITUTE FREE LIBRARY 

If one were omnisicient and omnipotent — 
in other words, the ideal librarian —the 
question of “bad” books would be a simple 
one; under present conditions it is distinctly 
complicated. Almost any book may be “bad” 
for a given individual at a given time, but 
the kind of “badness” I suppose to be under 
discussion is that ordinarily called “immorali- 
ty.” In ninety-nine cases out of a hundred 
this means a question of sex relations. Cer- 
tainly no librarian doubts that there are in a 
representative collection of literature, ancient 
and modern, books that no immature boy or 
girl should read; every librarian knows that 
some books that are “masterpieces of litera- 
ture” are unsuitable for general reading, even 
by adults. Yet many books of the first class 
are quite up to library standards of style, etc., 
for adults, and some of the last are indis- 
pensable for the history of literature. How 
make the decision, and how guard the books 
—or the readers? These are the two impor- 
tant questions. 

As to the decisions, I cannot imagine them 
other than individual. That is not perhaps 
ideal, but it seems the only practicable thing. 
The debatable books are after all not great 
in number, and most of them die a speedy 
death, so that I fancy the difference in the 
collection made up by the “liberal” librarian 
and that by the “rigid” librarian is not as 
great as it might seem to one hearing an 
argument between the two about some given 
book. 

As to the guarding, this library tries to 
meet the situation in the following way. 
Books from this point of view are divided 
into three classes—unrestricted, “double 
star” and “restricted.” A book in the first 
class is given to any one asking for it, and 
all books on the open shelves are of this 
kind. A book marked with a “double star” 
is given only to an adult and always with 
the remark, “This is a book we do not give to 
young people”; then the responsibility for 
its further use rests with the borrower. Such 
books used to be marked with a label “This 
book is not issued to minors,” but that seemed 
only an incentive to normal curiosity if a 
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“minor” found it in a book perhaps lying 
on a table in the home, All double star books 
are in the closed stack. This means that 
adults have to ask to get them, but they 
do not seem to object. “Double star’ books 
are only a small part of our closed collec- 
tion, and are in no way sequestered from the 
unrestricted books kept there. “Restricted” 
books have the following label pasted in the 
back of the book: “This book is not to be put 
into the hands of young people, nor is to be 
drawn by other readers not requiring it for 
the purpose of study. It is placed in the li- 
brary as representative of a standard author, 
but is not designed for unrestricted circula- 
tion.” 

When an adult asks for one of these books 
he or she is asked to read the label and say 
whether he or she wishes the book. The 
decision is entirely in the hands of the reader 
—the adult reader — except in the rare cases 
where there seems an abnormal interest in 
such reading. Such a case has to be treated 
separately, 

It is a fact, attested by many people, that 
even one indecent or suggestive book may 
work great injury to the adolescent boy or — 
and especially — to the adolescent girl. The 
indecent book the library does not have, but 
the suggestive book is certainly there, and is 
perhaps even more dangerous. A score of 
girls may read it without taking the least 
harm from it — without even grasping intel- 
lectually the significance of the suggestive 
parts. But there is always a chance of the 
twenty-first girl—or the forty-first — who is 
affected by the book to her own hurt. The 
girls who would not be hurt are not deprived 
of anything they need. If their parents wish 
them to read any one of these books they can 
get them and give them to their daughters. 
It does not seem a serious deprivation to any- 
one to restrict their use, and we would rather 
run the risk of giving a hundred borrowers 
a little inconvenience than that of giving one 
girl a morbid twist that may change her whole 
life. 

It is perhaps worth while to add that our 
“public” seem to us eminently reasonable on 
this subject, and that we often have expres- 
sions of appreciation as to our care in this 
matter, while of complaints made as to re- 
strictions I can remember only two in five 
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years. These were both from young people 
who wished books “beyond the pale” in any 
library that restricts any books whatever. 
Mature people read what they will—as far 
as our collection goes: the adolescent has a 
wide choice, and is surely deprived of nothing 
of importance to his or her development. 
Lorp. 


EAST ORANGE FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Conditions in East Orange make the solu- 
tion of one part of the problem quite simple. 
Being but twenty minutes trolley ride from 
the Newark Free Public Library, we consider 
our library a branch of that, to the extent 
that we borrow from that library books ques- 
tionable for general circulation, but accepted 
as classics, when these are needed by special 
students. Many books are their own safe- 
guard and stand on the open shelves. Very 
little of them would be read by young people 
even if borrowed. There are other books of 
fiction, treating adult problems, that seem 
worthy to be read by adults. These are kept 
in my office and if asked for by adults are 
produced. They do not invite reading by ap- 
pearing upon the open shelves. The book- 
cards of these books are marked “Re- 
stricted.” There is no mark whatever on the 
book as it goes into circulation, or on the 
catalog cards, to indicate that it receives 
special treatment and so arouse curiosity, 

The attitude that innocence is preserved by 
ignorance seems impossible in this day of the 
newspaper, magazine and problem novel, if it 
ever was wise. In the matter of book-selec- 
tion, therefore, especial effort is made to 
eliminate novels that do not treat problems 
sincerely, seriously and with knowledge. On 


the opening page of one book of fiction we 


have written: “Read all, or not at all.” All 
fiction added to the library is ordered on ap- 
proval and read by one or more of our bor- 
rowers. Evaluation forms like those used by 
the A, L. A. Booklist are filled out, and the 
final decision is left with the book committee 
or librarian. As far as possible a personal 
talk takes the place of the written review. 
Persons who read for us regularly are in- 
formed as to the points to be chiefly con- 
sidered. 

As to book reviews and their backing by 
publishers and booksellers, if the suggestions 
made in the article on “Honest literary criti- 
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cism,” by Charles Miner Thompson, in the 
Atlantic Monthly for August, 1908, could be 
set in operation, many of the difficulties would 
be solved. Frances L. RATHBONE. 
LOUISVILLE FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

In the Louisville Free Public Library the 
censorship of books with regard to their moral 
influence is not as thoroughly organized as it 
might be. For this there are two reasons: 
first, there is no absolute or even generally 
accepted standard whereby every book can be 
judged; second, even though such a standard 
did exist, there are very few libraries with a 
staff sufficiently large to apply this standard 
rigidly to every book which goes into the li- 
brary and to give with it a written guarantee 
under the pure food law, so that any innocent 
and unsuspecting reader may partake of it 
without danger to his character. Especially 
is this true of current novels, which must be 
consumed while they are warm. The prob- 
lem is not stated in this form in any attempt 
to evade the grave responsibility in book se- 
lection. We make use of all the co-operative 
aids devised and have a comparatively small 
number of books actually read by and re- 
ported on by staff assistants and others upon 
whose judgment we may depend. In this 
way it is comparatively easy to exclude hooks 
which are decidedly bad, and our policy is 
pretty well understood. Recently a local deal- 
er advertised a nasty book by publishing that 
it could not be obtained at the public library. 
The greater difficulty arises with beoks about 
which there is difference of opinion. This 
difference may refer to the influence of a book 
as a whole or of particular portions of it. 

In our Open-shelf room we have over 
10,000 volumes. Our policy is not to place 
there any books about which there is serious 
doubt or difference of opinion. But they will 
slip in occasionally in spite of our efforts. 
After a time they are discovered’ by some 
watchful guardian of the public morals and 
reported to the librarian, who straightway 
removes them to the closed shelves or to the 
lock cases, where such treasures are kept. 
A book of specially questionable character is 
starred or marked with a red line across the 
top of the charging slip to warn the assistants 
against delivering it to immature readers. 
When it is called for by such a reader he is 
told that he must see the head of the depart- 
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ment or the librarian. This procedure deters 
some; others have a session with the libra- 
rian, who explains why they should not read 
it, for which they appear to be duly grateful 
and go away satisfied — perhaps to use some 
older person as a tool to get the book. 
F. Yust. 
ST. LOUIS PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The St. Louis Public Library has always 
tried to furnish its readers with all new 
novels that were interesting, fairly well writ- 
ten and clean. Fiction is reviewed by mem- 
bers of the library staff or by trusted patrons, 
whose reports, together with the best critical 
reviews, decide for or against the purchase 
of any given book. This fall the frequent 
appeareance of undesirable novels has made 
our task of discrimination (for every library 
must discriminate) harder than ever before; 
and we have taken an emphatic stand against 
all books whose effect as a whole we consider 
harmful. This stand is respected and ap- 
proved by the community. At the same time 
a certain class of our readers, small but in- 
sistent, keep up a demand for salacious fiction, 
thus forcing us to give it a prominence by 
our very refusal which we should like to 
avoid. If the newspapers would co-operate 
with the libraries to the extent of denying 
these books any comment in their pages our 
task would be easier. Since they do not, we 
have considered the advisability of buying 
one reference copy of each objectionable 
book which is in demand; but up to the 
present time we have preferred to make our 
objections definite and complete. We merely 
try to see that they are advertised as little as 
possible. PauL BLACKWELDER. 


READING COURSE FOR FARMERS 
AND FOR FARMERS’ WIVES 


Tue Cornell reading-courses, so called, for 
farmers and for farmers’ wives, are not lists 
of books, though some of them are supple- 
mented by brief lists, but give actual reading 
material on their specific subjects, accom- 
panied by excellent and helpful illustrations. 
The first issue (Series 1, no. 1) for farmers 
was of November, 1900, and they have been 
published monthly from November to March 
each year, the latest issue being no. 40, for 
March, 1908, while the reading courses for 
farmers’ wives began Series 1, no. 1) No- 
vember, 1902, the latest issue being no. 28, 
for March, 1908. The series for farmers have 
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been on (1) The soil and the plant; (2) 
Stock feeding ; (3) Orcharding; (4) Poultry; 
(5) Dairying; (6) Buildings and yards; (7) 
Helps for reading; (8) Miscellaneous; and 
the series for farmers’ wives have been (1) 
Farmhouse and garden; (2) The farmer's 
family; (3) Sanitation and food; (4) The 
farm table; (5 and 6) Unnamed. These bul- 
letins average about 10 pages in length and 
are illustrated in a way to interest and in- 
struct their readers, and while they cover 
agricultural and practical subjects their treat- 
ment is not too technical or scientific for the 
average farmer or farmer’s wife to under- 
stand. Inserted in these bulletins, which are 
distributed generously in the farm localities, 
are “discussion papers,” leaflets in which the 
purpose and plans of the reading courses are 
explained, and in which a few questions are 
given asking information with regard to the 
subject matter of the bulletin with which the 
paper is distributed. A blank sheet goes with 
the questionnaire, on which the answers of 
the readers are to be given and the sheet re- 
turned for the benefit of the director and his 
staff. In this way there is possible a closer 
touch between the College of Agriculture 
workers and the members of the community 
for whom this work is done. The gradual 
uplift of the farmers through these aggressive 
means is no mere hypothesis but a definite 
fact, proven by results and by the remarkable 
reports of the workers themselves. Charles 
H. Tuck is the supervisor of the “Reading 
course for farmers,” and Miss Martha Van 
Rensselaer directs the course for the farmers’ 
wives, of which she spoke at the recent Lake 
George meeting of the New York Library 
Association. These courses as technical lit- 
erature are of no slight value, as the greatest 
efforts are made for accuracy and for the 
presentation of new and approved methods in 
agriculture and allied industries. 


SOME UNUSUAL EXPERIENCES IN 
THE WORK OF A BLIND 
LIBRARIAN 


Tue work which is being done for the 
blind under the auspices of the Brooklyn 
Public Library is classed under the heading 
of “Library work,” but it extends further than 
the regular routine of library duties. 

My work in the library consists of dis- 
tributing the books for circulation, copying 
books into the “New York Point,” answering 
letters, keeping my library records, etc. 

most interesting feature in our special 
work for the blind is the readings which 
are held in the library building several times 
a week. These readings mean much to the 
people, for coming to the library means to 
them the meeting with their friend's, as well 
as listening to the reading of an interesting 
book. The attendance varies from six to 
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10. That more people cannot be present at 
the readings is not because they do not care 
tocome. It is because there is no one to guide 
them. The teaching of the adult blind is car- 
ried on in their homes, and this outside phase 
of the work is strange, but very interesting. 
We often learn through those who come to 
the library of others who are in need of 
being taught to read, but the wider knowl- 
edge of those in need of teaching is found 
through the New York Improvement Society 
and the pension list. 

The work has three divisions, seeking, 
visiting and teaching. When the names are 
obtained, it is never known in what class of 
life or how intellectual the persons may be. 
I have to first seek the person and judge for 
myself whether it is worth while to try to 
teach them. Often my judgment is wrong. 
My experience has been that in most cases 
it is not lack of intelligence on the part of the 
people which at first prompts them to say 
they do not care to learn, but deep despond- 
ency. I think this work which is being done 
for the blind through the library will help 
many a man and woman to gain hope and 
self-respect. 

The searching is the hardest of the three 
divisions. Often an address is given and 
before I can, with the help of my guide, reach 
the address, the person has moved to another 
place. For example, I sought a man in State 
st., and was told he had moved to Furman st. 
I had to search through various landings of 
an unattractive tenement before I found the 
man I sought. The room was uncared for, 
the man having lost all desire to take proper 
care of himself, seemed unwilling to make 
any attempt to learn to read, but I finally per- 
suaded him to try, and gave him a lesson and 
some advice about the necessity for cleanli- 
ness and fresh air. The next time I went to 
give him a lesson he was about to scrub the 
floor. That day the lesson was not very en- 
couraging, but the third time I went the room 
was neat and clean and the man carefully 
dressed. -That day a first rate lesson had 
been learned, and from that time on the 
taan has rapidly advanced with his reading, 
and is now doing self-supporting work. This 
was one of the hardest cases of despondency 
with which I have had to deal. 

Teaching the adult blind to read means 
much more than anyone can realize, unless 
they are closely associated with the work. 
Those who are most eager to learn as a 
rule are not found among the wealthier class 
of people. The supply of books which are 
printed for the blind is still limited, so unless 
one is fortunate enough to have some one to 
read to them it is impossible for a person 
without sight to keep up with the good read- 
ing of to-day. Often after I seek a case out I 
find it entirely hopeless, as the disinclination 
of a person and the surroundings in which 
they live make it impossible for me to make 
a beginning to teach them. The question is 
often asked if people in advanced life are able 
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to learn to read the New York Point, and if 
it is not better for such people to learn the 
Moon print. 

My experience has been that the Moon 
print has proven a steppingstone to the New 
York Point. I had a weman aged seventy 
who learned both the Moon print and the 
New York Point print. I gave her a New 
York Point alphabet sheet and a_ stared 
amount of letters to learn on my first visit, 
and on calling again I found she was much 
distressed as she could not make a beginning 
with the letters. I explained that I had a 
larger type which I thought she could learn, 
and not being able to learn the New York 
Point at first did not surprise me. This pupil 
learned in four lessons to read the Moon 
print. In a year’s time I returned to this 
pupil and talked with her about trying the 
New York Point. She consented, and in 
seven lessons she had mastered it well enough 
to proceed by herself. 

The difficulty in not being able to read the 
New York Point at first is not only found 
in people in advanced life, but is often found 
in young men and women of nineteen or 
twenty years. This may seem strange to peo- 
ple having sight, but any person suddenly 
losing their sight does not know how to 
use the fingers in the delicate way that a per- 
son long without sight has acquired. The 
fingers of a blind person have proven to be 
a great substitute for the loss of vision. 

Some of my pupils have not only been 
blind, but deaf as well, and to these people 
the ability to read has proven a double inter- 
est and comfort. I had a man so deaf that 
when I taught him I had to get another 
man to repeat what I said, but the pupil 
learned to read in a very short time, and the 
ability to do so has become the greatest com- 
fort and interest which the man has in life 

Among my scholars I have had a few 
colored pupils. As a rule I have found the 
colored peonle were not very apt scholars 
They are satisfied if they get to read well 
enough to read their Bible, and do not take 
much interest in other books. 

Among those with whom I have come in 
contact there was one man who had waited 
fourteen years for some means by which he 
might learn to read. At first I thought I 
could not be of any assistance to him, for 
his home was away beyond the city line, but 
after I had called on him and realized his 
eagerness and his great desire to learn to read 
I made three trips to Hempstead, giving him 
a lesson each time. For the fourth lesson he 
came to the library, taking home a book 
which some of my more advanced pupils 
would not think of struggling with. 

I have always felt well repaid for the 
hot and dusty journeys which I have taken 
owing to this man hecoming so interested in 
the reading, and this case only differs in 
details from many others that have been 
very encouraging. Beryt H. Crark, 


Dept. of the Blind, Brooklyn Public Library. 
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AMERICAN LIBRARY STATISTICS— 
A QUERY 
(From The Library World, September) 

Str: I had occasion recently to examine 
a number of reports of American libraries 
and was greatly struck by the extraordinary 
difference in the factors which concern the 
U. S. lending departments, as compared 
with those which have been approximate- 
ly ascertained for Britain. From ihe Li- 
BRARY JOURNAL, Jan.-July, 1908, I abstracted 
figures respecting the lending issues, bor- 
rowers, income and stock cf fifteen American 
libraries, including those in places like Pitts- 
burgh, Brooklyn, Scranton, Worcester, Oma- 
ha, Buffalo, Dayton, St. Joseph, East Orange 
(N. J.), ete. In adding up the columns it 
became quite evident that some great differ- 
ence must exist between the library methods 
of the two countries, because the totals and 
percentages in no way agreed with those of 
the United Kingdom. Curious to discover 
a reason for the discrepancy, I set against 
each American city a British town as nearly 
as possible of similar size, and this was the 
result in round figures: 


Population of American towns........... 2,945,000 
Population of British towns.............. 2,902,000 
Income of American towns..............+ £165,000 
Income of British towns*................ £102,000 
Borrowers in American towns........... $14,000 
Borrowers in British towns.............. 252,000 
Annual lending issues of American towns.. 6,827,c00 
Annual lending issues in British towns... 7,674,000 
Percentage of U. S. Borrowers to Pop- 

Percentage of U. K. Borrowers to Pop- 

Annual issue per Borrower, 13.28 
Annual issue per Borrower, U, K......... 30.43 


Now, the extraordinary thing about this 
comparison is the fact that, with more than 
double the number of borrowers and larger 
stocks, the American libraries should actually 
issue 844,000 volumes /ess than the British li- 
braries, and it occurred to me that, perhaps, 
some American librarian might be able to 
explain the matter. 

The only explanation which seemed possi- 
ble to me—because I rule out as untenable any 
argument as to the British being greater 
readers than the Americans—was that in 
many cases the American method of regis- 
tration of borrowers must differ from ours. 
In Britain, nearly every library returns its 
live borrowers, as far as it is possible to 
discover them, and deduct every ticket which 
is out of action. Plymouth is the only excep- 
tion I can call to mind, and there the acces- 
sion of borrowers is allowed to run on, and 
only the number of those who have joined 
during the year is given. Something of this 
kind must exist in the U. S., and there 
seems reason to believe it is pretty gen- 
eral, when a town we S East Orange, N New Jer- 


5 ot included towns with more than the 1d. rate 
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sey, with a population of 25,000 returns its 
number of borrowers as 12,000. This is near- 
ly 50 per cent, of the population, a percentage 
quite impossible in Britain, where at least 
70 per cent, are too old, too young, too illit- 
erate, too high-class, or in jails or work- 
houses, safe trom the temptations of public 
libraries. It would be very interesting to 
learn if a mere method of registration can 
render library statistics so misleading, and 
if some American librarian who has studied 
the question will clear up the mystery, I 
think many librarians on both sides will be 
glad. I do not ignore the point that East 
Orange may have doubled its population since 
1905, the last return I have been able to 
secure, but even then it would be ne arly seven 
per cent. above the American average of 
borrowers. James Durr Brown. 
Central Public Library, Islington, London N., 
August 12, 1908. 


BOOK BINDING BOYCOTT IN NEW 
YORK 

Tue following resolutions recently passed 
by the Board of Aldermen of the city of New 
York have been sent to each of the public 
libraries in Greater New York: 

Wuereas, The bookbinders’ organization of 
this city has represented to this Board that 
a larger percentage of bookbinding for the 
public libraries of this city, awarded by open 
order to the firm of Cedric Chivers, Limited, 
of Bath, England, and Brooklyn, N. Y., and 
the cost of which is met by appropriation 
from the public funds of this municipality; 
and 

Wuereas, It is further represented by said 
bookbinders’ organization, substantiated by 
certain affidavits, that the said firm do con- 
tinuously export such bookbinding to be per- 
formed by aliens in their factories at Bath, 
England, contrary to statute made and pro- 
vided, to wit: 
Preference in employment of persons upon 

public works 

In the construction of public works by the state 
or municipality or by persons contracting with the 
state or such municipality, only citizens of the United 
States shall be employed; and in all cases where 
laborers are employed on any such public works, 
preference shall be given citizens of the State of 
New York. In each contract for the construction 
of public works a provision shall be inserted, to 
the effect that if the provisions of this section are 
not cemplied with, the contract shall be void. On and 
after May first, nineteen hundred and two, all 
boards, officers, agents or employees of cities of the 
first class of the state having the power to enter 
into contracts which provide for the expenditure of 
public money on public works shall file in the 
office of the commissioner of labor the names and 
addresses of all contractors holding contracts with 
said cities of the state. Upon the letting of new 
contracts the names and addresses of such new 
contractors shall likewise be filed. Upon the demand 
of the commissioner of labor a contractor shall fur- 
nish a list of the names and addresses of all subcon- 
tractors in his employ. Fach contractor performing 
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work for any city of the first class shall pow a list of 
his emplcyees, in which it shall be set forth whether 
they are naturalized or native born citizens of the 
United States, tcgether with, in case of naturalization 
the date when naturalization was granted; such lists 
and records shall be open to the inspection of the 
commissioner of labor. A viclation of this section 
shall constitute a misdemeanor and shall be punishable 
by a fine of not less than fifty dollars nor more than 
five hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not 
less than thirty nor more than ninety days, or by 
both such fine and imprisonment. (As amended by 
Lews of 1894, chopter 622, amending Laws of 1870, 
chapter 38s.) 

Wuenreas, It is further represented that the 
said work, by being performed by such labor 
at Bath, England, and readmitted into our 
ports of entry free of duty, together with the 
fact that the large disparity existing between 
the wage condition of the country referred 
to, tends to degrade the American wage 
standard and encourage vicious conditions at- 
tendant upon low wages, and also removes 
the possibility of fair competition by those 
of our citizens.engaged in the business of 
bookbinding who employ American workmen 
and which condition also works palpable in- 
justice upon those immediately concerned 
who are called upon to meet their legitimate 
burden of taxation for the support of our 
libraries; therefore be it 

Resolved, That is be an instruction from 
this Board that no further moneys be paid for 
the libraries appropriation for bookbinding, 
except such work as has been performed in 
accordance with the statute above quoted. 


State of New York, County of New York ss: 


George Rodger, being duly sworn, says that 
he is a citizen of the United States, residing 
at No. 35 Eldert Street, city of Brooklyn, in 
the State of New York, and that on Friday, 
March 20, 1908, at a conference with Frank 
P. Hill, chief librarian of the Brooklyn Public 
Library, and three members of the Board of 
Trustees of said library, held in their office 
in the Montague Street Branch, he was in- 
troduced to one Cedric Chivers. The said 
Cedric Chivers, who is a subject of the King 
of England, and member of the Town Council 
of Bath, England, is in the business of book- 
binding, more particularly binding for libra- 
ries and similar institutions. When, at said 
conference on March 20, 1908, he was asked 
if it were not a fact that he received work 
from the New York and Brooklyn Public 
Libraries and sent it to Bath, England, to be 
bound, admitted that such was the case. 
Also, in conversation held immediately after 
said conference, and in the presence of Jere- 
miah J. Mahoney, who was a witness to all 
that had occurred previously at said confer- 
ence, readmitted the fact that he sends the 
work to Bath, England, to be bound. 

Grorce Ropcer. 

And further this deponent says not. 

Sworn to before me this 14th day of Sep- 
tember, 1908. 
[Seat] P. McEwnnog, 


[October, 1908 


Notary Public 33, New York County. 


State of New York, County of New York, ss: 

Jeremiah J. Mahoney, being duly sworn, 
says that he is a native citizen of the United 
States, residing at 832 Freeman street, city 
of New York, in the state of New York, and 
that on Wednesday, July 1, 1908, he met by 
appointment one Cedric Chivers, at his office, 
Nos. 911 and 913 Atlantic avenue, Brooklyn, 
N. Y. The said Cedric Chivers, who is a 
subject of the King of England and member 
of the Town Council of Bath, England, is in 
the business of bookbinding, more particular- 
ly binding for libraries and similar institu- 
tions. The said Cedric Chivers does prac- 
tically all the binding of the libraries of 
Greater New York, sending the books to 
Bath, England, where they are bound and re- 
turned to this city to be distributed among 
the various branch libraries. On the above- 
mentioned Wednesday, July 1, 1908, this de- 
ponent appealed to said Cedric Chivers to 
have the work referred to done in this city, so 
that many American citizens, who are idle 
through no fault of their own, might obtain 
work. He said he could not afford to, as he 
could do the said work with more profit to 
himself in Bath, England, than if said work 
was bound in this city. 

JerEMiAH J. MAHONEY. 

And further this deponent says not. 

Sworn to before me this 14th day of Sep- 
tember, 1908. 

[Seat] Joun P. McEnroe, 
Notary Public 33, New York County. 


LIBRARY WEEK AT SAGAMORE, LAKE 
GEORGE, SEPT. 21-28, 1908 


Tue 18th meeting of the New York Li- 
brary Association was held at The Sagamore, 
on Lake George, Sept. 21 to 28th. The execu- 
tive committee felt that holding the meeting 
in a hotel of this class was an experiment, 
but the result amply justified the choice. The 
meeting was attended by 207 persons, a gain 
of 50 over last year, and 40 of the libraries in 
the state were represented, not counting 
branches, as against 29 last year. In 1905, 
the record year for registration, only 24 of 
the libraries of the state were represented. 
The Association was glad to welcome visitors 
from 12 other states and from the Province 
of Quebec. The president, first and second 
vice-presidents, secretary, registrar, and four 
ex-presidents of the A. L. A. were present, 
and representatives of the library commis- 
sions of New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Wis- 
consin. 

The first session, Monday evening, Sept. 21, 
was opened by Mr. E. H. Anderson, the pres- 
ident, with the reading of the following tele- 
gram from Governor Hughes, who had held 
out reasonable assurances of his intention to 
be present: 
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Arpany, N. Y., Sept. 20, 1908. 
Mr, E. H. Anverson, 
President, New York Library Association. 

I greatly regret that it will be impossible for me 
to attend the meeting of the New York Library 
Asscciation. I was able for the first time yesterday 
to fermulate plans for the national and state cam- 
paigns and the arrangements which have been made 
make it impossible for me to accept invitations for 
this week. I cordially appreciate your invitation 
and I send you my best wishes for the success of 
the meetings of the Association, 

(Signed) Cuartes E. Hucnes. 


The Rev. Dwight A. Parce, president of the 
library at Bolton Landing, welcomed the As- 
sociation to Lake George, and courteously of- 
fered the use of the library to its members 
during their stay at Sagamore. 

Mr. Anderson then read what he called “A 
few desultory remarks on some phases of the 
subject of the library's position in our modern 
environment.” He deprecated the tendency 
among the enthusiastic to claim for the li- 
brary the keystone position in the educational 
arch. The lhbrary’s position will be deter- 
mined by what we do, not by what we say, its 
value is in direct proportion to the efficiency 
of those who manage and serve it. All libra- 
ries should occupy an important place in pop- 
ular education ; many of them do and some of 
them do not. But does education itself oc- 
cupy the important place in American life that 
we claim for it? We talk grandiloquently 
about education, but the economic position of 
the teacher is below that of brick masons and 
house carpenters. 

The question as to the place of librarian- 
ship among the professions is sometimes 
raised, but are the professions themselves in 
such high repute in America, judged by their 
rewards, that we need concern ourselves 
about our inclusion among them? 

Librarians are indeed for the most part oc- 
cupied with more practical and important 
problems. How to promote the best reading 
among the greatest number of the people — 
the very statement of the problem presents 
difficulties. What is the best reading? Best 
for whom? Newton’s “Principia” is doubt- 
less a more important work than “Mr. 
Crewe’s career,” but is not “Mr. Crewe’s 
career” a better book for the ordinary reader? 
Why not recognize the plain fact that novels 
in these days are the chosen vehicle of ideas, 
and that many of them should be read by as 
many people as possible? If we could deter- 
mine which are worthless and banish them, 
there would be no reason for trying to reduce 
the circulation of the rest. 

“Reading maketh a full man.” It is upon 
the recognition of this fact that the library 
idea is founded. It is of the profoundest in- 
terest to all that the human product should 
be as perfect as possible. Literature is the 
record of human experience, and we can 
scarcely conceive of the development of the 
finished human product without discriminat- 
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ing and continuous reading of that record. 
It is this discriminating reading that our pub- 
lic libraries are designed to promote. If they 
succeed only in part we need not speculate 
about their place in the educational scheme. 
Of their usefulness we are sure, and in Amer- 
ica there will always be a place for the 
useful 

The treasurer’s report was read, showing 
a balance on hand of $410.70. This was re- 
ferred to an auditing committee to be ap- 
pointed by the chair. 

The report of the Committee on Institutes, 
read by its chairman, Mr. Eastman, showed 
that during the year 30 institutes or round 
table meetings had been held in the state out- 
side New York City. These meetings were 
attended by 585 persons, representing 256 li- 
braries, an increase over the previous year of 
one meeting, 43 libraries and of 118 persons. 
As compared with six years ago, when the in- 
stitute work started, this is a gain of 95 per 
cent. in attendance and of 137 per cent. in 
the number of libraries represented. It is 
thus apparent that this work is gaining 
ground and meeting the needs of the libraries 
of the state in a way most gratifying to those 
carrying it on. The plan followed this year 
did not differ materially from that pursued 
during the past two years. Lists of topics 
were sent out to the libraries some time in 
advance, and the discussion at each of the 
meetings was upon those subjects that re- 
ceived the most votes in that district. 

The appointment of the following commit- 
mittees was announced: a nominating com- 
mittee, a committee on resolutions, and an 
auditing committee. Also the following so- 
cial committee to serve during the week: 
a reception committee, an indoor entertain- 
ment committee, and an outdoor entertain- 
ment committee. 

It was also announced that tea would be 
served each afternoon at 4.30 under the aus- 
pices of the indoor entertainment committee. 

The meeting closed with a lantern slide lec- 
ture by Mr. Austin Baxter Keep, A.M., on 
“The library in colonial New York.” Mr. 
Keep’s researches have brought together 
much interesting material concerning the be- 
ginnings of the collections in old Trinity and 
in the town hall which was finally merged 
with the Society Library and the Library of 
Columbia University. He has rescued from 
oblivion the pathetic figure of the Rev. John 
Sharp, who with a zeal and wisdom little ap- 
preciated at the time strove to secure library 
privileges for the dwellers in old New York. 

Tuesday morning was occupied by a round 
table on staff meetings, conducted by Miss 
Bessie Sargeant Smith, of the Utica Publie 
Library. In introducing the subject Miss 
Smith said that the efficiency of the library 
was measured by the efficiency of the staff, 
and that staff meetings were one solution of 
the problem of bringing inspiration to the 
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members of the staff. But little has been 
written on the subject, hence in planning for 
this meeting it was decided to deal with 
fundamentals. 

The first paper, by Miss Mary L. Davis, of 
Troy, was on “The necessity of staff meet- 
ings.” The paper dealt with the question as it 
presented itself to libraries with a staff of 
from five to ten members. The fundamental 
consideration is, What kind of workers do we 
want on the staff, mechanical obeyers of in- 
structions or intelligent, imaginative individ- 
uals? If the latter, staff meetings are a good 
means of attaining that end. The staff meet- 
ing should be a family meeting for the pur- 
pose of considering family matters, where it 
is possible to say things one could not say to 
individuals, There is a chance there for the 
report and discussion of complaints and crit- 
icisms of the library, an opportunity to fa- 
miliarize the staff with the ideas and ideals 
underlying the library policy. In closing Miss 
Davis propounded the following questions for 
discussion: How often should staff meetings 
be held? Should they be during or out of 
library hours? Should attendance be oblig- 
atory? In case reports are required, how 
much outside time should be expected? 

The next paper was by Miss Julia A. Hop- 
kins on the “Inspirational value of staff 
meetings.” The problem she discussed was 
that of the librarian with a staff made up 
largely of young, inexperienced, untrained as- 
sistants, with but little general knowledge, 
and even, as happens in too many cases, with- 
out any great love for books and reading, 
who have taken up library work as an easy 
and pleasant way of earning their living. 
How shall she arouse the interest and de- 
velop the mentality of the individual and bind 
the staff together as a whole to work har- 
moniously and enthusiastically toward the 
realization of the ideal for which the library 
stands? The staff meeting is one of the most 
effective means for accomplishing the quick- 
est and best results. Among the ways the 
librarian can help her staff through the judi- 
cious use of the staff meetings she mentioned : 

1. Stimulating a love of reading by reading 
aloud with them, thus introducing them to 
many authors unknown to them. 

2. Helping them add to their fund of gen- 
eral interest by assigning to each of them a 
periodical of current interest or a book re- 
view which they will report on and discuss. 
Also by discussing with them the library’s 
new book list with reasons for selection. 

3. By increasing their interest in their work, 
both by talking with them about the library's 
policy, explaining to them changes that make 
for greater efficiency of service, thus showing 
them her own attitude toward the work, and 
also by introducing them through selected 
articles in the library periodicals to the li- 
brary world outside. Thus a broader concep- 
tion of the work and an esprit de corps will 
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result that will make for greater efficiency in 
every department. 

Miss Phelps, New York state organizer, 
spoke of the small library where there was 
only the librarian and the Board of Trustees. 
There are two types of these libraries, one 
where the board leaves everything to the li- 
brarian, taking no interest in the affairs of 
the library, the other where the board, or one 
or two members of it, are so much interested 
in the library they leave the librarian only the 
mechanical part of the work. Between these 
two extremes lies the happy mean of fre- 
quent sympathetic meetings and hearty co- 
operation between the librarian and the 
board. 

A paper by Mrs. B. S. Fulton on “Depart- 
ment staff meetings” was read by Miss Hen- 
derson, of Jamestown. The paper described 
the plan in operation in Buffalo, a series of 
round table meetings in each of the depart- 
ments of the library for the discussion of the 
special problems of each department. The 
meetings are held during library time at the 
hour best suited to the work of the depart- 
ment. The meetings are informal, the pro- 
grams elastic, and the assistants are encour- 
aged to discuss matters freely and to offer 
suggestions based on their experience. 

Mrs. S. C. Fairchild said that she had been 
studying libraries from the outside for the 
past year, and that she has found the actual 
practice in too many cases to be very far 
from the ideals of the head librarians, result- 
ing from a lack of knowledge on the part of 
the assistant of what it all means. Too often 
the new assistants do not know what the li- 
brary movement means, what the aim of the 
library is. The staff meeting should be the 
means of communicating the spirit of the 
library to the assistants. 

The staff meeting should also be a means 
of cultivating an interest in books and a love 
of reading on the part of the assistants. 

Miss Frances L. Rathbone, of East Orange, 
spoke of certain results that have come 
from staff meetings. In East Orange the 
staff meetings are held once every week, from 
8.30 to 9.30 a.m., and are a definite part of the 
library schedule. The meetings serve first as 
the occasion for taking the staff into the con- 
fidence of the librarian, proposed changes are 
often discussed with them before they are laid 
before the Board, to get the practical bearing 
of any new policy, and suggestions of all 
kinds are invited. The librarian thus gets 
thinking growth from her staff, and the li- 
brary gets the benefit of the practical experi- 
ence of the assistants. 

It is advisable to take up some definite plan 
of work each winter. Among those tried suc- 
cessfully have been: 

A study of publishing houses. 

2. The evaluation of books by subjects. 

3. Systematic preparation for the New 
York Public Library examinations. 
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4. Writing of book notes on important 


books, 

A general discussion of the questions asked 
by Miss Davis followed. The question of 
frequency of meeting showed once a week the 
practice in many libraries. Two reported 
meetings once in two weeks. As to whether 
the meetings should be held in library time, 
the general consensus of opinion was that 
staff meetings if wisely conducted are so val- 
uable to the library they should be part of 
the regular work of the library. 

Two warnings were sounded; one against 
the danger of conducting the meetings along 
critical lines too exclusively ; the other against 
making them too technical. To guard against 
the latter Miss Hunt, of Brooklyn, said that 
they had invited people working for children 
along other lines to speak at the meetings of 
the children’s librarians last winter. 

The topic for the general session Tuesday 
evening was “Books for rural communities,” 
by Prof. L. H. Bailey, of Cornell, which ap- 
pears in this number of the JourNAL. 

Miss Martha Van Rensselaer, of the State 
College of Agriculture, spoke of the reading 
course for farmers’ wives, of which she has 
charge. These courses are along the lines of 
domestic science. Bulletins are sent out and 
the work is followed up by correspondence 
and by discussion of papers that are sent in. 
Starting eight years ago with 2000 women, 
there are now 23,000 enrolled. These women 
are now ready for the travelling library and 
for the help of the librarian in the nearest 
village. They have time for reading and they 
need up-to-date, practical books on the prin- 


ciples of daily living, books to show that 
household life may be as interesting and as 
worth while as stenography or teaching. 
What the state is ready to do was ex- 
plained by Miss Betheridge, of the state li- 
brary, who has charge of the travelling libra- 


ries. She said that so far the department has 
tried to supply demands, but has not yet been 
able to attempt to create demands. Origin- 
ally the libraries were sent out on petition of 
20 signatures. These were reduced to five, 
and now the house library is sent to single 
individuals. They are also sending books to 
country schools and country churches. 

Miss Zaidee Brown, state organizer, begged 
all present who were interested in improving 
farm life to help spread the news of what the 
state offers by telling their friends in the 
country. She urged that the librarian in the 
small town try to know the teachers and min- 
isters in the surrounding country to meet the 
Grange leaders, and to attend the open meet- 
ings of the Grange and to make known in all 
these ways the aidthe state stands ready to give. 

Mr. Wynkoop, the state inspector, said that 
he hoped the time was soon coming when the 
work of the travelling libraries could be car- 
ried on more aggressively by one or two field 
workers. 

Of the village library, he said that the vil- 
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lage library problem was a personal problem 
and largely a woman problem. Get one or 
two energetic, educated women on the board, 
and the library will succeed. 

The next session, Wednesday morning, was 
a book symposium, conducted by Mrs. S. C. 
Fairchild. In opening the meeting Mrs. Fair- 
child said that it was a curious thing, that 
librarians have been talking for years about 
housing, shelving, classifying and cataloging 
books, but have talked very little about books 
themselves. 

The program consisted of three papers and 
a number of three-minute talks on industrial 
books. Mr. Bostwick’s paper, “A prophet 
without honor,” dealt with the inner mean- 
ings of Mr. H. C. Wells’ earlier imaginative 
books, lessons which Mr. Wells teaches more 
directly though less effectively in his later 
and more serious works, The “lime machine” 
shows that class distinctions may eventuate 
in practically hostile races inimical to the 
higher civilization. “The island of Dr. Mo- 
reau,” a book of unrelieved horror, shows 
the uselessness of attempting by force to edu- 
cate and elevate inferior races. “The first 
man on the moon,” a vivid description of the 
moon’s surface, scientifically accurate in de- 
tail, shows the result upon the world’s his- 
tory had the mammal not acquired its su- 
premacy and leads the reader to think of 
other animal races not so much as designedly 
inferior but as competitors left behind. “The 
wonderful visit” describes the effect of an 
angel visitant in revealing the flimsy founda- 
tions of life in a conventional English parish. 
Wells’ stories put man down where the doc- 
trine of evolution says he belongs and tends 
to impress him with a sense of his insignifi- 
cance, a not unwholesome antidote at times. 
His success entitles him to be styled a 
prophet — without honor — because he is sel- 
dom understood even by those that have 
fallen under his spell. 

The second paper was by Miss Clara W. 
Hunt on David Livingston, a boys’ hero. Ex- 
perience in telling stories to boys from 12 to 
14 years of age has shown that the lives of 
brave and useful men have the strongest and 
most lasting influence of any possible subject. 
The ideal hero for boys must be one whose 
life was romantic and full of adventure, who 
was true and above reproach in character, 
and he should preferably be one whose story 
would open new worlds of interest 

Miss Sarah B. Askew read by request the 
paper on “The place, the man, and the book,” 
which was so enjoyable a feature of the book 
symposium at Lake Minnetonka. 

There then followed three-minute talks on 
various books. 

The session Wednesday evening on Li- 
brary training in normal schools” was held 
under the auspices of the committee appointed 
two years ago to consider this subject. In 
the absence of Miss Plummer, the chairman, 
Mr. W. R. Eastman presided. 
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The meeting opened with a paper by Miss 
Mary E. Hall on “What the librarian may do 
for the high school.” The high school library 
should, co-operating with the teacher, give 
the pupil a broader view and deeper interest 
in the subjects studied, by supplementing 
class-room work with books and illustrative 
material, and should also create a love of 
reading and develop a library habit which 
shall lead him to the best use of the public 
library. It is hoped that this paper may be 
published later in the Lrprary JOURNAL. 

The report of the Committee on library 
training in normal schools, which was read 
next, showed that last year’s work had been 
followed up by a questionnaire sent to II 
normal schools of the state asking: 1. Has the 
school, since its last year’s report, secured the 
services of a librarian trained in a library 
school? 2. Is instruction now given —or, if 
given formerly, has it increased in amount — 
to normal students in the use of books for 
purposes of study and culture and in the se- 
lection and administration of small libraries? 
3. Has the school’s library increased since last 
year’s report, and is it accessible to students 
on the open shelf system? 

Returns were received from seven of the 11 
schools addressed. Two of the schools re- 
port tha* since last year the services of libra- 
rians have been secured, one experienced, the 
other school trained, four report that formal 
instruction will be given this coming year. 
In five of them the library is always acces- 
sible to students. 

Geneseo, the most advanced of the schools, 
prints in its catalog an outline of its library 
course. It consists of 10 lessons on the use 
of the library for the entering class, com- 
prising the collection of material on a given 
subject and the preparation of a bibliograph- 
ical list, also a study of the value and use of 
general reference books and a study of refer- 
ence books -particularly valuable to teachers. 
A second course of 10 lectures is given to 
seniors, covering 1, The care and treatment 
of books; 2, The intelligent use of a book; 
3. The use of the card catalog; 4, The use of 
dicticnaries and encyclopedias; 5, The use of 
indexes to periodicals. 

The pupil teachers have practice lessons 
with children on the use of books. They 
have instruction in the selection of books for 
the school library, on the use of pictures in 
school work, on the direction of the reading 
of children, with practice, on the help teach- 
ers should get from the public library, and 
the help teachers may get from the state. 

The necessity for this sort of work is so 
pressing that the school has not as yet at- 
tempted instruction in library teachings. 

The report suggests that the committee be 
continued to prepare a detailed outline suit- 
able for the needs of normal schools that 
might be printed in New York Libraries or 
by the State Department of Education. 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


[October, 1908 


The report was accepted and its recom- 
mendation referred to the incoming execu- 
tive committee. 

Miss Mendenhall, librarian of the Geneseo 
Normal School, went more fully into the sub- 
ject of the outline course suggested in the 
report. The National Educational Associa- 
tion course is for purely technical instruc- 
tion, and there is nothing that meets the de- 
mand for a course of preliminary work in 
the use of the library and in the knowledge 
and use of children’s literature, which is 
much the more important. Teachers admit 
that they are helpless in directing the read- 
ing of children, and the need of the day seems 
to be for teachers that know children’s books 
and can guide their reading. 

Mr. Gaillard said that he had made a col- 
lection of all the courses offered in normal 
schools so far as he had been able to learn of 
them. They differ widely, from one school 
in Massachusetts where the course seemed 
better suited to a library school but contained 
less than an hour on children’s books, to one 
in Ohio where children’s books were studied 
exclusively, not even the use of indexes being 
taught. Between these two extremes he 
thought the Geneseo outline lay as a happy 
mean. 

Mr. J. E. Banta, Superintendent of Schools 
in Binghamton, spoke very strongly of the 
need of library training in normal schools. 
Owing to crowded conditions of city life 
much that was formerly left to the home has, 
for the good of society, been laid on the 
schools, morals, manners, personal habits, 
and now the habit of reading. This has re- 
sulted in raising the standard of requirements 
for teachers, they in turn by these demands 
have led to a broadening of the normal school 
courses. Just now the demand is coming for 
instruction in library work, that the teachers 
may the more efficiently meet the needs of 
the children. The normai school course is 
crowded, and principals do not see where new 
work can be put in, but many normal grad- 
uates have recently declared on interrogation 
that a knowledge of children’s books would 
be much more valuable to them than many of 
the subjects which they were taught. Nor- 
mal schools are bound to recognize the truth 
of this; when they do they will cut out some- 
thing else and make room for this needed 
work. This will come the faster as librarians, 
teachers, and superintendents recognize the 
need and urge the necessity of meeting it. 
The first thing is to develop a love of books 
in normal school students; they graduate 
with very little knowledge of anything but 
text books. 

In accordance with the request of the chair- 
man of the Committee on library training in 
normal schools, it was voted that a committee 
of three be appointed to investigate the con- 
dition of high school libraries in the state. 

The subject of “Neglected opportunities” 
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was considered at the fifth general session. 
Mr. Paul Elmer More opened the discussion 
with a talk on the “Library's neglect of the 
scholar.” He disclaimed at the outset any in- 
tention of lodging a formal charge of neglect 
against libraries, but he asked the audience 
to reflect on certain matters and to decide 
for themselves whether they were worthy of 
consideration. The aim in this country is to 
raise the general level of intelligence, rather 
than to emphasize the individual. The schools 
are arranged to suit the masses rather than 
the exceptiorial student. Is not the same true 
of libraries? But is there not here some 
danger? Very little honor is paid in this 
country to scholarship or to literary attain- 
ment. Since money, power and honor are the 
three great incentives for which the average 
man works, take away the incentive of honor, 
men are the more likely to wurk for money 
or power, with the result that the whole char- 
acter of work done in the country is lowered. 

In the public library the question is one 
of emphasis. In the library column which 
formerly appeared in the N. Y. Evening Post 
were many paragraphs on book exhibits, on 
means of interesting workingmen, children, 
etc., but never a paragraph about how the 
scholar should be treated, this because that 
subject never came up in library periodicals 
or at library meetings. 

Another neglected opportunity for useful- 
ness was treated of by Mr. Walter M. Briggs 
in a paper on “The public library and the 
city government, or what public libraries 
should do for municipal departments and offi- 


cials,” which is printed in this number of the 


JOURNAL, 

In the enforced absence of Dr. W. H. 
Allen, secretary of the Bureau of Municipal 
Research, New York City, Mr. George Mc- 
Aneny, president of the City Club, spoke on 
the “Educational opportunity of the library 
budget.” Mr. McAneny said that libraries 
had neglected to take advantage of the op- 
portunity of so presenting their budget as to 
educate the taxpayers to the significance of 
the library needs. There is an absence of 
understanding of what the figures mean, of 
what is really needed and why. This would 
be of interest to the users of libraries, to the 
taxpayers in general and to the financial offi- 
cers. Out of $41,000,000 spent for education 
in New York last year, $26,000,000 were spent 
on schools, only $2,000,000 on libraries. Of 
that sum $900,000 was spent for library ad- 
ministration. That is rather a small amount; 
other departments are wasting more than 
$900,000. Of the $127,000,000 raised by taxa- 
tion $30,000,000 could easily be saved in two 
or three years of economical administration. 
The Bureau of Municipal Research is trying 
to compel the departments to make a tabu- 
lated budget in advance for careful examina- 
tion. No city in the state appropriates a suffi- 
cient amount for public libraries. The state 
of New York has developed its facilities in 
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its library department, but this has not been 
the case in the cities. Travelling libraries 
should be a part of every city system. The 
needs of the congested districts have not 
been sufficiently considered. Why not put a 
travelling library in every tenement house, in 
great stores, hotels, apartment houses? We 
need more children’s rooms, more branches, 
more books, longer hours of opening. There 
is no limit to what New York can do, when 
public opinion is educated to an intelligent 
expenditure of city funds. The public li- 
brary should serve as a central department 
of research, information and publication for 
all departments of city work. There is in 
New York just now a combination of circum- 
stances making for better city government. 
The Bureau of Municipal Research, the City 
Club, the Charter Commission are all gather- 
ing material for such changes in the city 
charter, based on the experience of recent 
years, as shall make for the greater social 
good of the people. They need the support 
of enlightened public opinion; librarians 
should help in its creation. The need for a 
better development of the library system is 
fundamental; it is sure to be met not only 
with better appropriations, but with a meas- 
ure of success far greater than could be now 
foreseen. 

In the discussion that followed Mr. C. W. 
Andrews said that the experiment of a sep- 
arate municipal department library had been 
tried in Chicago. At first successful, it fell 
into inexperienced hands in a recent change 
of administration, and is now likely to become 
useless. This work should be part of the 
public library system. In concluding the dis- 
cussion, Mr. McAneny advised libraries to 
ask not for what they thought they could get 
but for what they actually need. 

The session on “Story telling in libraries,” 
conducted by Miss Annie Carroll Moore, was 
held on the lawn Friday evening. Miss 
Moore bespoke a receptive attitude on the 
part of the audience, as successful story tell- 
ing takes more than the person who tells the 
story; it takes those who listen. Miss Mary 
Douglas told a German version of Cinderella. 
Miss Anna C. Tyler told Stevenson’s “Bottle 
imp” as illustrative of how a story could be 
adapted for oral delivery. Miss Sarah B. 
Askew spoke of the use she made of story 
telling in her work as a library organizer. 
She told stories to make people appreciate the 
need of books, or to get them interested in 
certain classes of books, using the stories as 
a drummer uses samples. She told them to 
clubs, before the schools, at meetings called 
to establish public libraries. In concluding, 
Miss Askew told an Uncle Remus story, of 
which the audience demanded an encore. 

Short accounts of the story hour and of 
reading clubs as developed in different libra- 
ries were given by Miss C. W. Hunt, of Buf- 
falo, Miss Hassler, of Queens Borough, and 
Miss Gleason, of Utica. 
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Miss Hunt spoke of a boys’ library club 
that had been very successiul. The object 
of it is not to train debaters, but to make 
good readers. There is no organization but 
a name, a pin and a card of membership. IIl- 
behavior or two absences will forfeit mem- 
bership, which is given to the next on the 
waiting list. There are 70 club members 
which makes a nucleus of loyal library mem- 
bership. In another branch where there was 

a girls’ club, the boys begged for one also. 
y # no one person had time to take it up, the 
plan was tried of having each assistant give 
one talk to the boys a month. This plan 
brought about a change of attitude on the 
part of the staff to the boys and of the boys 
to the staff. It also tended to break down the 
barrier between the children’s department and 
the rest of the staff. ; 

_In Utica Miss Gleason said they had car- 
ried on the story hour work along two dis- 
tinct lines. Fairy.stories for small children 
and stories for older children told by out- 
siders whose character and personality would 
tend to broaden the children’s experience. 
This course needs to be very carefully 
planned, but it has great possibilities. 

Mrs, Elmendorf made a plea for the use of 
poetry in the work with children. Our hope 
for children lies not in knowledge or amuse- 
ment, but in opening the upward windows 
into the world of aspiration, of which poetry 
is the language. The rhythm of poetry chil- 
dren cannot get for themselves from the 
printed page; it must be read to them. The 
children’s librarian has here her greatest op- 
portunity. 

A brief business session was held Saturday 
morning. 

The committee on resolutions offered the 
following report, which was accepted: 

Resolved, That the Association express thus for- 
mally its pleasure at the receipt of the delightful 
letter from Dr. Steenberg; its regret that dis- 
tant duties prevent his attendance at this meeting, 
and that the secretary be directed to transmit a copy 
of this minute to Dr. Steenberg. 

Resolved, That the evgputics in the | 
address of Dean Liberty Hyde Bailey looking towa 
a closer co-operation among organized educational 
agencies of the state, for the purpose of making 
beoks more readily available to our rural communities 
be referred to the careful consideration of a com- 
mittee to be appointed by the incoming president. 
This cemmittee to consult with the College of Agri- 
culture at Cornell University, the State Granges, 
and the Division of Educational Extension of t 
State Department of Education. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Association are 
extended to the management of the Sagamere for its 
constant and earnest efforts to make this meeting a 
success, and for numerous pleasant privileges freely 
extended to our membership, 

In particular to Mr. an] Mrs. Krumholz, to whom 
so many of the individual members are indebted 
for that personal attention: which cannot adequately 
be recognized in formal resolution, the Association 
desires to tender a hearty vote of appreciation. 

I. 
‘LEANoR B. Wooprvurr, 
Heten M. Bropcerr, 
Committee. 


The report of the legislative committee 
was accepted. 
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A committee on high schools was ap- 
pointed, consisting of Miss M. E. Hall, chair- 
man, Mr. C. G. Leland, Miss M. L. Davis. 
The following officers were elected for the 
coming year: president, Mr, Willard Austin, 
of Cornell University Library; vice-president, 
Miss A. R. Phelps, State Library; secretary, 
Miss C. M. Underhill, Utica Public Library; 
treasurer, Mr. E. W. Gaillard, New York 
Public Library. 
JosepHIneE ApAMS RATHBONE, Secretary. 


INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON 
TUBERCULOSIS 


Tue International Congress on Tubercu- 
losis, held in Washington, Sept. 21-Oct. 12, as 
one of the great social events of recent years 
should be of interest to all library workers. 
Publications in limited numbers from various 
countries or from states or institutions in 
this country to be distributed in connection 
with the International Congress on Tuber- 
culosis have been offered to librarians upon 
application to E. G. Routzahn, New National 
Museum, Washington, D. C. In this connec- 
tion it is interesting to note that Miss Julia 
Ideson, librarian of the Houston (Tex.) Car- 
negie Library, has prepared a list of the books 
os magazine articles on tuberculosis as fol- 
ows: 

“New ideas in social work, posters and 
tuberculosis,” by L. Veiller. In Charities, 
volume 20, pages 563-9; Aug. 1, 1908. 

“Positive prevention and cure of tubercu- 
Icsis By the nature cure process,” by A. F 
Reinhold ; 1900. 

“Consumption: its relation to man and his 
civilization ; its prevention and cure,” by J. B. 
Huber; 1906. 

“Consumption, a curable and preventable 
disease,” by L. F. Flick; 1904. 

“The self-cure of consumption without 
medicine,” by Charles Davis; 1904. 

“White plague,” in the Outlook, volume &4, 
pages 685-6, no. 17; 1906. 

“Tuberculosis: the real race suicide,” by 
S. H. Adams, in McClure’s, volume 24, pages 
234-49; January, 190s. 

“Fight against tuberculosis in Europe,” in 
the Review of Reviews, volume 32, pages 
736-8; December, 1905. 

“Vaccine for tuberculosis,” in Scientific 
American, volume 95, page 306; Oct. 27, 1906. 

“Recent progress in curing tuberculosis,” in 
Review of Reviews, volume 37, page 105; 
January, 1908. 

“British congress on tuberculosis,” in Pop- 
ular Science, volume 59, page 508; 1901. 

The printed proceedings of the Congress 
will be added to this last as soon as they are 
published. 

Other libraries have furnished timely lists 
on this subject, and lecture courses on this 
subject have been given in several libraries 
at which members of the library staff have 
attended. 
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NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIA- 
TION. 


THERE was an error made in the report to 
the JourNAL of the Library Department of 
the National Educational Association for 
which the following corrected statement has 
been received: Miss M. E. Ahern was elected 
president of this department and President 
Feimley, of Illinois University, was elected 
vice-president. In the erroneous statement 
first sent to the JourNnat and published with 
the report of the annual meeting of the Na- 
tional Education Association in the August 
number a reversal of these positions was 
given. 


ITALY — A NATIONAL CONGRESS FOR 
THE PROMOTION OF POPULAR 
LIBRARIES 


Tue Censorzio of Milan, in agreement with 
a committee constituted for the purpose at 
Rome, has decided to convoke for the 6th to 
the oth of December the first National Con- 
gress of Popular Libraries held in Italy. The 
congress will be held in Rome, because the 
movement is national, and it will be easier to 
secure there a representation from southern 
Italy, and because from Rome the event will 
receive greater publicity throughout the pen- 
insula and will more surely influence the cen- 
tral government. All the deputies of Italy 
will then be in Rome attending the national 
legislature, and can take part in the delibera- 
tions of the congress. 

Some questions to be considered will be as 
follows : 

The organization of popular libraries in 
isolated neighborhoods, a work already 
started in many districts. 

The transformation of many antiquated and 
almost useless communal libraries into cen- 
ters of usefulness for the public. 

The relations between libraries and univer- 
sities for the people, libraries and schools, 
libraries and workingmen’s organizations ; the 
duties of other public institutions toward 
these centers of culture; the use that may be 
made of popular libraries as propaganda for 
peace against alcoholism, etc. 

The railroads will give a reduction of 40 to 
60 per cent., according to the attendance. 

The card promising attendance should be 
sent to the Comitato promotore del Primo 
Congresso Nazionale delle Biblioteche Pop- 
lari, in care cf the Biblioteca Popolare Cen- 
trale di Milano, Via Ugo Foscolo, 5, not 
later than Oct. 30. At the same time the 
membership fee —five lire (one dollar) for 
popular city libraries, two lire for country 
libraries, and three lire for individuals — 
should be forwarded to the same committee. 

Members will receive in due season their 
ticket of membership and the certificate nec- 
essary for obtaining the reduced price from 
the railroads. The committee may print the 
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more important papers beforehand and dis- 
tribute them to members. 

Among the names of prospective speakers 
we note those of Dr. Guido Biagi and G 
Fumagalli, the Countess Pasolini, etc., well 
known to American librarians. Several phi- 
lanthropic women who have been instru- 
mental in organizing and carrying on free 
libraries for the people will appear on the 
program. 

One of the most interesting features of the 
program will be a statement of all the pop- 
ular libraries now in operation in Italy. The 
movement in favor of these has spread so 
fast that the statement will doubtless be an 
agreeable surprise to those of us who imagine 
Italy to be furnished with libraries for 
scholars only. 

Although this congress is not international, 
would it not be admissible and desirable for 
the American Library Association, through 
its executive board, to send its congratula- 
tions and good wishes to this new association 
entering with courage and enthusiasm, and 
against odds, upon so great an undertaking? 

Mary W. PLumMMe_r. 


THE INSTITUT INTERNATIONAL DE 
BIBLIOGRAPHIE* 


“L’ORGANISATION systématique de la docu- 
mentation et le développement de 1’Institut 
Internationale de Bibliographie” is an exposi- 
tion of the raison d’étre of that organization, 
an indication of possibilities of extended func- 
tions in the future, a statement of what has 
thus far been accomplished, and a chronolog- 
ical record of its development. 

Fifteen pages are devoted to documentation, 
a document being defined as anything which 
represents or expresses, by the aid of any 
signs whatever (writing, image, diagram, 
symbols), an object, a fact or an impression. 
They register all that is discovered, thought, 
imagined, projected, from day to day. The 
documentary method draws from these docu- 
ments the facts necessary for study and re- 
search, thus truly offering to the student the 
collaboration of all who have previously 
worked over the same question. A division 
of labor and a more complete utilization of 
acquired results is thus made possible. Doc- 
umentation, therefore, is the systematically 
organized intermediary between the public 
and the documents. 

The necessity of systematic organization in 
documentation is imposed by the existing and 
continually increasing considerable mass of 
documents (about 150,000 books and 4 to 
500,000 magazine articles annually), the fact 
that the material is not certralized but scat- 
tered in the libraries of the world, the very 
faulty nature of the inventories (catalogs 
wanting in many libraries or not up to date), 


*L’Organisation systématique de la documentation et 


l'Institut International de 
64 p. O. pub. no. 82. 


la développement de 
Bibliographie, 1908. 
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insufficiency of old methods, growing need 
of information as efforts “internationalize,” 
the “raw material” nature of the documents 
even when made known to the searcher. 

Organization, then, should be based on the 
following : 

1. Universality of documentation. 

2. Establishment of collections with inter- 
loan relations. 

3. Varied repertories, combined so as to 
complete each other. The object would be 
to “create an instrument of research thanks 
to which one might consider all the documents 
of the past, present and future as chapters, 
sections, paragraphs of a single book express- 
ing the total of science and thought, and of 
which the Répertoire Bibliographique Univer- 
sel, the organic sum of special bibliographies, 
could be considered as an immense index of 
subjects. (This “Repertory,” in its three di- 
visions—authors, subjects, and chronological 
—comprises about 7,000,000 classified notices, 
as well as about 100,000 pictures.) The work 
of documentation would thus have for its ob- 
ject the analysis and summarizing of the 
documents, the co-ordination and codification 
of their contents 

4. Unification and internationalization of 
methods. The card (slip) and classification 
7. subject are the two bases of method. 

Co-operation of the most extended kind, 
both of individuals and of institutions of all 
countries. 

6. Concentration and decentralization, Fed- 
eration. The organization must cover all 
countries and 'arge centers with a vast net- 
work of “services of documentation,” orga- 
nized according to uniform methods and 
bound to a central international Institute 
which forms a “federative organ.” This in- 
stitute is to direct the co-operative work. 

The /nstitut Internationa! de Bibliographic 
was founded in 1895 on the basis of a purely 
scientific institution, inspired by the forego- 
ing considerations. Thanks to the aid of 
governments, associations and individuals, 
and to the support which it has found in 
international congresses, it has gradually de- 
veloped to the point of purposing to become 
the institution charged with internationally 
organizing documentation, a task necessitat- 
ing a permanence, a continuity and a fullness 
of effort surpassing the possibilities of indi- 
viduals and even of the groups of a single 
country. Organized on the bases here de- 
scribed, universal documentation wotld truly 
become in its collections and its different rep- 
ertories, a vast intellectual mechanism des- 
tined to class and condense scattered and dif- 
fused knowledge, and to distribute it wher- 
ever needed. It would constitute a vast ap- 
plication of the ideas of co-operation, division 
and co-operation of efforts. It would consti- 
tute a work of capital importance assuring 
the extension and continuity of internationai 
intellectual relations 

Frank WEITENKAMPF. 
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MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE BOARD 


The Executive Board of the A. L. A. met 
at the Sagamore Hotel, Lake George, N. Y., 
Sept. 25, 1908, with the following members 
present: 

President, C. H. Gould; tst vice-president, 
N. D. C. Hodges; 2d vice-president, Mrs. H. 
L. Elmendorf; ex-president, A. E. Bostwick; 
secretary, J. I. Wyer, Jr. 

The minutes of the last meeting held at 
Lake Minnetonka, Minn., June 27, 1908, were 
read and approved. 

Committees 

The following appointments to committees 
were made: 

Library training. Upon nomination of 
Mary W. Plummer, chairman, Adam J. 
Strohm, William A. White. 

Constitutional revision, W. H. Brett, vice 
C. W. Andrews, resigned, and in case of his 
inability to serve the chairman is authorized 
to fill the committee. 

Library architecture. W. R. Eastman, 
chairman, vice C. W. Andrews, resigned. 

Program. Mrs, H. L. Elmendorf. 

Catalog section. Miss Laura Smith was 
appointed chairman and Miss Harriet S. 
Gooch secretary of the Catalog Section to fill 
vacancies created by resignation of Miss 
Kroeger from chairmanship. 

Location of Headquarters in Chicago. The 
Committee on location of Headquarters in 


Chicago submitted the following report: 
Curcaco, July 11, 1908. 
President, American Library Association. 

My pear Mr. Goutp: I have received from Mr. 
Wyer noctification of the appointment of Miss Ahern, 
Mr. Legler and myself as a Committee on location 
of headqvarters, and beg to report the following ac- 
tion on the part of the Committee: 

Ever since cur 2ppointment we have been in com- 
murication with the University of Chicago upon the 
assurance that if it were found possible they would 
offer space at the University. Unfortunately we are 
now infcrmed that this is not possible. 

This is the only new arrangement which has been 
svggested since my presentation of the subject to 
the Council at Minnetonka. 

We cannot recommend the acceptance of the very 
kind offer of the Field Museum of Natural History 
for several reascns, including distance from the city, 
absence of convenient access, and expense involved 
in complying with the requirements of the building. 

The offer of the Library Bureau has been with- 


drawn. 
The other two offers reported at Minnetonka prove 
to be for the same space at 215 Wabash ave. was 


not aware of this fact at that time. It therefore is 
open to the Association to take this space through the 
Chicago Association of Commerce, instead of di- 
rectly from Messrs A. C. McClurg & Co. 

The Committee feel that the relations of this house 
to libraries, and especially their proposed relations 
to the A, L. A., are not of a character to make the 
acceptance of their offer an action opposed to the 
principle expressed in the resolution approved by 
the Board. 

In this connection the Executive Board should 
clearly understand the actual conditions. The build- 
ing cortains a number of other tenants not con 
nected with Messrs. A. C, McClurg & Co.; it has 
a separate ertrance for these offices; the firm’s name 
would not appear in connection with the location; 


| 
{ 
+ 
‘ 
~ 
| 
— 


Mr Zimmerman’s letter and the fact that the first 
offer came through the Chicago Association of Com- 
meice, relieve the A. L. A. of any extraordinary 
obligation which could be felt to affect the attitude 
of its members. 

The Committee, therefore, recommend that you ac- 
cept the offer of space at 215 Wabash ave., tendered 
by the Chicago Association of Commerce. If this is 
satisfactory to you, the Committee will proceed im- 
mediately with the necessary arrangements. If not, 
they see no further use to the Association of their 
services in this connection and beg to be relieved 
of further responsibility in the matter. 

In view of the delay, due to our attempt to secure 
an alternative, we would request an answer by tele- 

raph. 

. Respectfully submitted for the Committee, 
(Signed) C, W. Anprews, Chairman. 


Action having previously been taken on this 
report, it was now formally received and the 
committee discharged as it requested, with 
the thanks of the Board for the services ren- 
dered. 

Recorder 

The president presented the resignation of 
Mary E. Ahern as recorder, which was on 
motion accepted, and Alice B. Kroeger was 
unanimously named to serve as recorder for 
the term expiring at the close of the next an- 
nal meeting. 

Finances 


The following report was presented by the 

treasurer: 
Treasurer's Orrice, A. L. A., 
St. Joseru, Mo., Sept. 17, 1908. 

To the Eaccutive Board 

Follewing is a statement of the financial condition 
of the Asscciation for the calendar year 1908 to date, 
as shown by my books: 


Receipts 
1908 
Jan. 1. Balance on hand............000. $949.59 
Apr. 21. Trustees of Endowment Fund.... 159.22 
Aug. 10. Publishing Board rent........... 250.00 
gt. Interest on deposits............. 20.45 
Sept. 17. Dwes, 1908 to 4554-30 
$6065.08 
Disbursements 

On budget for 1908 as detailed below...... $1950.66 

Jan. 6. Deposit at Headquarters for con- 
tirgent funds......... 

May. 30. Trustees of Endowment Fund life 
memberships...... ...... 36000 
Balarce in 3852.42 
$6065.08 


The following statement shows the condition of 
the various accounts forming the Budget for 1908. 


Budget 1908 
Appropri- Expendi- 


Accounts. ations. tures. 
$1750 $300.50 
Secretary's salary........ 250 125.00 
Secretary's office........ 125 67.01 
Committees: 

Bookbinding..... ...... $so0 28.91 

59.89 

Travel commiittee....... so 175 17.51 
Treasurer’s office...........-.. 150 65.78 

Library administration... 25 25.00 
Executive offices... 1000 908.31 


$1950.66 
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This leaves a contingent liability of $2049.34, which 
sum will be needed to care for 1908 appropriations 
already made. 

Your attention is called to the Executive Office 
account, The balance for the remainder of the year 
is but $91.69, or a little more than sufficient to cover 
October rent. If it was the intention to credit this 
acccunt with the amount paid by the Publishing 
Board, please advise me. No such showing is made 
by the bocks. If not to be so credited an additional 
allowance will be necessary to cover expenses for the 
remainder of the year. = 

(Signed) Purp B. Wricut, Treasurer. 

This report was on motion adopted and the 
treasurer instructed to credit Headquarters 
account in the budget with all payments made 
by the Publishing Board to the Association 
treasury during 1908 and 1909 for rent of 
executive offices. 

The secretary read a letter from Mr. 
George A. Macbeth, chairman of the Finance 
committee, authorizing a budget of $4500 for 
the calendar year 1909, which was then ap- 
propriated by the Executive board as fol- 
lows: 

Budget, 1909 
Bulletin, 1909 (including postage, en- 
velopes and at least $100 for 


Secretary's cffice: 
Committees: 
35 
100 
$4500 


Place of meeting 

Invitations from New Jersey librarians 
were presented urging Asbury Park for the 
next annual conference. 

Correspondence was submitted between the 
secretary and W. F. Yust relative to arrange- 
ments for 1900 conference at Louisville, Ky., 
from which it appeared that satisfactory com- 
bination rates (room and board) have not yet 
been secured from the leading hotels and 
that no entirely satisfactory meeting places 
have been offered. 

The secretary was directed to secure a de- 
tailed statement of number and kind of rooms 
available during conference week at both 
Galt House and Seelbach Hotel, with number 
which can be accommodated in each room 
and total number to which each hotel will 
guarantee accommodations at rates named. 

Further, that in case these hotels will not 
make rates on American plan, what fixed 
prices can be secured from table d’hote café 
at each hotel during A. L. A. conference. 

Correspondence 

The secretary read the following letter 
from Mr. Herbert Baillie, delegate from the 
Public Library of Wellington, New Zealand, 
to the Minnetonka conference. 
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Vancouver, B. C., Sept. 7, "08. 


My pears Mr. Wyer: 
Before I leave the continent for New Zealand I 


should like to thank, through you, the members of 
the A. L. A, for the kindness that I have received 


at their hands. 
My good cpinion of American library methods has 


been considerably strengthened by my visit, and 
hope to introduce many reforms when I return to 
New Zealand. 

I also deeply appreciate the hospitality that has 
been extended to me on all sides. With kind regards, 
I remain, yours sincerely, Hersert Batis. 

Headquarters in Chicago 

A letter was read from the Chicago Asso- 
ciation of Commerce offering its servives in 
finding quarters in that city for the executive 
offices of the Association. 

Voted, That the Executive Board accept 
the kind offer of the Chicago Association of 
Commerce to assist in securing suitable quar- 
ters in that city for the executive offices of 
the A. L. A., and that such quarters should 
contain at least 1ooo square feet of floor 
space; should be heated, lighted and acces- 
sible for visitors; should provide easy ship- 
ping facilities, free janitor service and the 
rental should not exceed $1000 per annum. 
Quarters in an easily reached residence dis- 
trict would do. 

Secretary's report 

The secretary reported that in default of 
regular action by the finance committee he 
audited the books and examined the vouchers 
of the retiring treasurer, A. H. Hopkins, on 
July 27, 1908, and turned over the books and 
money to the treasurer-elect, Purd B. Wright. 

Further, that in consultation with the ex- 
president, Mr. Bostwick, he had prepared the 
material for inclusion in the printed Proceed- 
ings of the Minnetonka conference in accord- 
ance with the form of the Asheville Proceed- 
ings, and embodying the suggestions of the 
Program committee, which edited that vol- 
ume. 

Further, that acting under authority con- 
ferred by unanimous correspondence vote of 
the Executive Board, he had in conjunction 
with the president renewed the lease on exec- 
utive offices at 34 Newberry street, Boston, 
for one year, from Sept. 1, 1908, at $1000 per 
annum, of which sum the Publishing Board 
agrees to pay one-half. 

Voted, That the report of the secretary be 
received and the action of the president and 
secretary re renewal of Boston lease be ap- 

proved. J. I. Wyer, Jr., Secretary. 


COMMITTEE ON BOOKBINDING 

On page 325 of the Limrary jourNat for 
August, 1908, will be found a list of books 
prepared by different publishers in reinforced 
binding for exhibition at the Lake Minne- 
tonka conference. Of these books those 
published by Ginn, Houghton (with the ex- 
ception of “Leaven of love” and “Lewis 
Rand”) McClurg, Putnam’s “Lavendar and 


old lace,” Scribner’s “Little Tommy Trot,” 
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and Warne cannot be obtained in this bind- 
ing. All the other books on the list have 
been placed in a reinforced binding by the 
publishers and are ready for distribution. 

Complaints have been received from sev- 
eral publishers that very few orders for these 
books have been received, in spite of the fact 
that the total number of copies which libraries 
agreed to take was sufficient to induce the 
publishers to bind in this way. Libraries 
which agreed to take these books are es- 
pecially urged to send in their orders as soon 
as possible. Libraries which did not agree 
to take any of these books will find it to their 
advantage to consult the list in the August 
number of the Lrprary jyouRNAL and order 
such books as they will need. 


PUBLISHING BOARD 


The Publishing Board held a meeting at 
se Sagamore, Lake George, Sept. 
24-26. 

Miss K. I. MacDonald having resigned as 
editor of the Booklist, Miss Elva L. Bascom 
was appointed to take her place. The work 
will be continued at Madison as heretofore. 

The “A, L. A. cataloging rules” is now for 
sale by the Publishing Board, price 50 cents; 
postage 9 cents. Requests should be sent 
direct to the office of the Publishing Board, 
34 Newbury strect, Boston. 

Its price, although having been advertised 
in the Wilson publications and Public Libra- 
ries at 50 cents, postage extra, was placed 
at 60 cents, postpaid. 

The Board voted to issue a tract on “Aids 
to book selection,” by Miss Alice B. Kroeger. 
It is hoped that this may appear in December. 

Steps were also taken looking towards a 
supplement to the A. L. A. index and A. L. A. 
catalog. As the Pittsburgh list of 2500 chil- 
dren’s books is not yet ready, the Board has 
arranged to compile a selected list of about 
500 titles. 


State Library Commissions 


MICHIGAN STATE BOARD OF LIBRARY COM- 
MISSIONERS 


The Michigan, State Board of Library 
Commissioners have placed four library 
speakers in the Upper Peninsula Educational 
Association meeting, to be held in Calumet 
Oct. 15-17. A library section has been estab- 
lished in the State Teachers’ Association, 
which meets at Saginaw, Oct. 29-31. At that 
time a round table will be held, led by Mr. 
Samuel H. Ranck, of Grand Rapids, and Miss 
Effie L. Power, of Cleveland, general discus- 
sion to follow. The Board has also placed 
speakers in the following sections of that as- 
sociation: college, county commissioners, 
high school and rural school. There will be 
a full display of books and library equipment 
at both of these associations. 

M. C. Spencer, Secretary. 
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State Library Assoctations 


IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The 190th annual meeting of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association will be held at Cedar 
Rapids, Oct. 20-22. Addresses by Mr. W. H. 
Brett, Cleveland Public Library, Mrs. H. L. 
Elmendorf, Buffalo Public Library, and Mr. 
H. E. Legler, secretary of the Wisconsin Free 
Library Commission, will be prominent feat- 
ures of the meeting. There will be a sym- 
posium for the consideration of children’s 
books, and one dealing with books for adults, 
followed by reviews of several notably 
worthy books. 

The students of the Illinois Library School 
who are resident in Jowa, and those of the 
Iowa Summer Library School, will hold re- 
unions during the meeting. 

Mary E. Wueetock, Secretary. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The New Hampshire Library Association 
held its annual meeting at Keene, N. H. 
Thirteen towns were represented. The meet- 
ing was called to order by the president, Mr. 
Olin S. Davis, of Laconia. The minutes of 
the last meeting were read and accepted. A 
paper by Miss Emma A. Cross, of Merrimac, 
on “What one small library has tried to do,” 
was read by Miss F. Mabel Winchell, of 
Manchester. “The library as a social center” 
was a very able paper by Miss M. A. Tarbell, 
of Brimfield, Mass. The question box, con- 
ducted by Mr. Olin S. Davis, brought out 
some amusing as well as practical sides of 
library work. In the evening Miss Frances 
Hobart, secretary of the Vermont Institute, 
gave a full and interesting account of the 
work of that body. Prof. W. I. Fletcher, of 
Amherst, Mass., gave an exhaustive paper on 
“The future of reference work.” The com- 
mittee on nominations reported the following 
names to serve as officers during the coming 
yeer: president, Miss Maude E. Blooming- 
dale, Keene; first vice-president, Miss Mary 
Abbott, Witon; second vice-president, Mrs. 
Eva E. Coffin, Peterboro; treasurer, Mrs. 
Byron Shirly, Franklin; secretary, Mr. 
Charles S. Morgan. 


VERMONT LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The first district meeting of the Vermont 
Library Association was held at the Abbott 
Memorial Library, Pomfret, Sept. 8, under 
the direction of Mrs. Abba Doten Chamber- 
lin, one of the vice-presidents of the associa- 
tion. 

About 100 were present, among them Su- 
perintendents Stone, Ingalls and Lewis, and 
Principal Morrill. Dinner was served by the 
Pomfret ladies in the Grange hall, and the 
speaking given on the lawn. Library work 
with schools was the main topic and a most 
helpful meeting was the result. 
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Library Clubs 


CAPE COD LIBRARY CLUB 


The annual meeting of the Cape Cod Li- 


brary Club was held Sept. 29, at Centerville, 
Mass. On arrival of the morning train, car- 
riages were in waiting at the station to con- 
vey the members to Camp Opechee, where 
the dinner was served. The business meeting 
was held on the broad piazza of the “Camp,” 
overlooking Lake Wequaquet 

Interesting reports were given by the dele- 
gates to the Massachusetts Library Club 
meetings, held during the past year at Mel- 
rose, Boston and Pittsfield. 

In the afternoon the party drove to the 
Centerville library, and the remainder of the 
meeting was held in a nearby hall 

The address was given by Mr. Edward 
Hartman, of the Massachusetts Civic League, 
who spoke of the influence which the public 
library can exert in the community. He re- 
ferred, first of all, to the community, and said 
that in order to be most effective in bringing 
about the welfare of its members, there must 
be a getting together and working for the 
general good of all that must develop com- 
munity oneness. 

The library holds a large place and can aid 
in this development. He urged librarians to 
keep abreast of the movements in their town, 
to meet the community at practically every 
point, get in touch with town affairs and va- 
rious o1ganizations, and bring the resources 
of the library to the aid of all who can be 
reached. 

The following officers were elected for the 
ensuing year: president, Drew B. Hall, Fair- 
haven; vice-presidents, James Otis, Hyannis- 
port, Mrs. Woodbury, Centerville; secretary, 
Alexina P. Burgess, Wareham; treasurer, 
Mrs. Florence H. Bond, Chatham. 


NEW YORK LIBRARY CLUB 


The meetings of the New York Library 
Club for the coming season will deal with 
the relations of libraries with the professions 
or trades most nearly connected with their 
work. 

The first meeting, which will be held on 
a date in November to be announced later, 
will be an “authors’ meeting,” and the pro- 
gram will consist of a discussion, by authors, 
of different phases of the relations of libra- 
ries to the writers of their books. It is hoped 
that it will be possible to hold the meeting in 
the rooms of the Authors’ Club in Carnegie 
Hall. 

Notices embodying the program in detail 
and the exact date will be sent out about 
Nov. 1. Persons not members of the club 
who desire to receive this notice should send 
their names and addresses to Miss E. L. 
Foote, secretary, 209 West 23d street 
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Library Schools and Training 
Classes 


CARNEGIE LIBRARY OF ATLANTA TRAINING 
SCHOOL 


The Library training school of the Carnegie 
Library of Atlanta began its fourth year 
September 21st. 

The class consists of 12 students, as fol- 
lows: 

Miss Mary B. Palmer, Columbus, Ga. 

Miss Mary L. Browne, Atlanta. 

Miss Lieze Holmes, Atlanta. 

Miss Margaret S. Bryan, New Berne, N. C. 
Miss Marion Weaver, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Miss Ella M. Thornton, Atlanta. 

Miss Katherine G, Seon, Paget, Bermuda. 
Miss Ethel L. Daniel, Atlanta. 

Miss Lucile Virden, Montgomery, Ala. 
Miss T. D. Barker, Atlanta. 

Miss Harriet Webster, Norcross, Ga. 

Miss Cara Hutchins, Atlanta. 


NOTES OF GRADUATES 


Miss Eloise Alexander, '06, has been ap- 
pointed instructor in cataloging in the Library 
training school, Carnegie library of Atlanta. 

Miss Jessie Hopkins, '06, has been appointed 
librarian of the Paducah, Ky., Library. 

Miss Inez Daughty, ’o8, has been appointed 
assistant librarian of the Library of the State 
Normal School, Greensboro, N. C. 

Jutta T. Rankin, Director. 


The Indiana Library School at Indianapolis 
will continue the instruction which for three 
years has been conducted at the Winona 
Technical Institute. It will open Oct. 1. 


DREXEL INSTITUTE LIBRARY SCHOOL 


The class of 1909 began work Oct. 1. The 
following students were entered: 

Katharine Dolores Athey, Prairie du Chien, 
Wis. - Graduate Chippewa Falls ~High 
School. 

Elsie May Cornew, Trenton, N. J. Graduate 
State Normal School, Trenton. 

Jean Isabel Galbreath, Lincoln University, 
Pa. A.B. Wilson College. 

Emily Sarah Glezen, Cooperstown, N. Y. 
Graduate Mount Ida School, Newton, Mass. 

Jeanne Griffin, Niles, Mich. University of 
Michigan, 1906-07; assistant Niles Public 
Library. 

Lucy Coates Grumbine, Titusville,.Pa. BL. 
Smith College. 

Rebecca May Hammond, Bolivar, Pa. A.B. 
Wilson College. 

Edith Hartwell, Germantown, Philadelphia. 
Graduate Walnut Lane School, Philadel- 
phia; assistant Germantown Library and 
Historical Society. 

Mary M. W. Hershberger, Huntingdon, Pa. 
Juniata College, Huntingdon, 1906-08; as- 
sistant Juniata College Library. 


Sara Lawrence Kellogg, Ridley Park, Pa. 
B.A. Wellesley College. 

Arline Redington Kingsley, Baltimore, Md. 
Graduate High School, Baltimore; substi- 
tute Enoch Pratt Free Library. 

L. Agnes Kryder, Newark, N. J. A.B. Wo- 
man’s College, Frederick, Md.; Newark 
Free Public Library Training Class. 

Margaret Cecilia Meagher, Richmond, Va. 
Graduate State Normal School, Farmville, 


a. 

Josephine O'Flynn, Detroit, Mich. Graduate 

Misses Gray and Pond's School, Detroit; 
assistant Detroit Public Library. 

Grace Edith Perkins, Saco, Me. Graduate 
Thornton Academy, Saco. 

Mary Shakespeare Puech, New Orleans, La. 

Mellie Morris Smith, Urbana, O. Graduate 
Urbana High School; Urbana University. 

Cassandra Updegraff Warner, Kansas City, 
Mo. Graduate Kansas City Central High 
School. 

Margaret Widdemer, Asbury Park, N. J. 
New Jersey Library Commission Summer 
School, 1907. 

Mary Florence Wilson, Holmesburg, Pa. 

Helen Ruth Woodruff, Niles, Mich. Grad- 
uate Niles High School; assistant Niles 
Public Library. 

Jean Margaret Smith, A.B. Woman's College 
of Baltimore, Philadelphia, Pa. 

The only change in the faculty of the school 
this year is the appointment of Miss Stella 
T. Doane, class of 1908, to fill the place of 
Miss Miriam B. Wharton, resigned. 

Mr. Parke Schoch, director of the Depart- 
ment of Commerce and Finance in the Insti- 
tute, will give a short introductory course of 
lectures on the making of the book at the 
beginning of the term. 


GRADUATE NOTES 


Miss Mary Pembroke Wilde, class of 1004, 
has been made librarian of the Library Asso- 
ciation of Niles, Iowa. 

Miss H. Elizabeth White, class of 1905, has 
been appointed librarian of the Maxwell Me- 
morial Library, Rockville, Conn. 


IOWA SUMMER LIBRARY SCHOOL 


The eighth annual session of the lowa Sum- 
mer Library School opened at Iowa City 
on July 6 and continued four weeks under 
the directorship of Alice S. Tyler, secretary 
of the Iowa Library Commission. Forty-one 
students were registered and 33 were from 
Iowa, three from Illinois, three from Mis- 
souri and two from Nebraska. There were 
four courses offered this year, the regular 
course with 16 students, the advanced with 
nine, the work with children with eight in 
addition to those in the regular course, and 
the Public Documents with eight in addition 
to those in the advanced course. 

Miss Harriett E. Howe, of the University 
library, gave the courses in cataloging and 
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related subjects, and Miss Miriam E. Carey, 
librarian of the Iowa State Institution libra- 
ties gave the classification work. The lec- 
tures on library administration and general 
subjects were given by Miss Tyler, and those 
on binding, mending and loan systems by 
Miss Margaret W. Brown, librarian of the 
Iowa Travelling libraries. Reference work 
and the order work were given by M. G. 
Wyer. Miss Edna Lyman, of Oak Park, 
gave the instruction in work with children. 

A special feature of the session was the 
course in Public Documents given by Mr. 
J. I. Wyer, Jr., director of the New York 
State Library, which aroused much enthusi- 
asm; also the advanced course was an impor- 
tant feature. This latter was open to those 
who had previously attended a session of the 
school. Great interest was shown by the 
advanced students in the work in Book evalu- 
ation offered by Harriet A, Wood, librarian 
of the Cedar Rapids Public Library. The 
purpose of this course was te point out some 
general principles of literary criticism and to 
show the value to librarians of the correct 
estimate of books as literature. 

Special lectures were given by President 
MacLean and Dr. Shambaugh, of the Univer- 
sity; J. I. Wyer, Jr., Miss Margaret Mann, 
of the Carnegie Library, Pittsburgh; John- 
son Brigham, state librarian; Miss Rose, of 
Davenport; Miss Arnold, of Dubuque, and 
Miss Biscoe, librarian of the State Normal 
School. 


NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY SCHOOL 


The 23d year of the school opened Wednes- 
day, October 7, with the following students 
enrolled: 

CLASS OF 1909 

Blair, Irene Elise, B.A., University of Mis- 
souri, 1902, Sedalia, Mo. 

Blanchard, Linn Rudolph, B.A., St. Lawrence 
University, 1906, assistant New York State 
Library, 1908, Woodstock, Vt. 

Coffin, Helen, B.A., Cornell University, 1906, 
assistant New York State Library, 1907, 
Albany, N. Y. 

Gray, Florence Brookes, Ph.B., Syracuse Uni- 
versity, 1907, Albany, N. Y. 

Hardman, Elizabeth, B.A., Wellesley College, 
1905, assistant North Adams ( Mass.) Pub- 
lic Library, 1906-07, North Adams, Mass. 

Hart, Fanny, B.A., Vassar College, 1808, 
Teachers’ College, Columbia University, 
1898-99, assistant New York Public Libra- 
ry, 1904-06, New York City. 

Phipps, Gertrude Eleanor, B.A, Wellesley 
College, 1906, Dorchester, Mass. 

Rhodes, Isabella Knox, B.A., Smith College, 
1907, assistant Smith College Library, 1905- 
’o7, assistant New York State Library 
School, 1908, Niagara Falls, N. Y 

Strong, George Franklin, Northwestern Uni- 
versity, 1898-90, B.A., Wesleyan University, 

1903, assistant Wesleyan University Library, 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


1902-04, librarian University of North Da- 
kota Library, 1904-08, Grand Forks, N. D. 
Wheeler, Joseph Lewis, Ph.B., Brown Uni- 
versity, 1906; M.A., 1907, assistant Brown 
University Library, 1902-07, evening custo- 
dian, Art and Industrial Depts., Providence 

Public Library, 1904-06, Benson, Vt. 

Wilson, Mabel Zoe, B.A., University of Ohio, 
1900, librarian State Normal School, Bel- 
lingham, Wash., 1903-08, ellingham, 
Wash. 


CLASS OF IQIO 


Arnett, Lonna D., B.S., West Virginia Uni- 
versity, 1908, Ph.D., Clark University, 1903, 
librarian State Normal School, Shepherds- 
town, W. Va., 1899-1901, librarian Epsworth 
University, Oklahoma, 1904-05, Morgan- 
town, W. Va. 

Birge, Anna Grant, B.A., University of Wis- 
consin, 1906, Madison, Wis, 

Blas], Henrietta Marie, B.A., Wellesley Col- 
lege, 1908, Riverhead, N. Y. 

Callahan, Lilian Jeannette, Smith College, 
1904-06, B.A., Trinity College, 1908, Al 
bany, N. Y. 

Colegrove, Mrs, Mabel Eloise, Colgate, Uni- 
versity, 1878-82, B.A., Vassar College, 1882, 
Hamilton, 

Cunningham, Jesse, University of Indiana, 
1901-05, B.A., University of Nebraska, 1906, 
assistant University of Indiana Library, 
1901-05, assistant University of Nebraska 
Library, 1905-07, Lincoln, Neb. 

Davis, Frederick Lincoln, B.A.. New York 
University, 1888, Union Theological Semin- 
ary, 1891, Yale University, 1891-92, M.A., 
Harvard University, 1893, New Haven, Ct 

Dearborn, James Marshall, Ph.B., Wesleyan 
University, 1902, Columbia University, 1903- 
04, Brooklyn, 

Eno, Sara Wooster, University of Vermont, 
1904-05, University of Texas,, 1905-06, 
B.A., University of Illinois, 1908, assistant 
University of Vermont Library, 1904-05, 
Charlotte, Vt. 

Firmin, Kate M., B.A., University of Minne- 
sota, 1908, Summer School for Library 
Training, Minnesota, 1007, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

Fox, Louis Hewitt, B.A., Bowdoin College, 
1906, assistant Bowdoin ae Library, 
1902-07, Bretton Woods, N. H. 

Fullerton, Pauline Valentine, ‘B. A., Smith Col- 
lege, 1905, Adelphi College, 1905-06, New 
York City. 

Gilnack, Anna Belle, B.A., Mt. Holyoke Col- 
lege, 1905, substitute assistant Maxwell 
Memorial Library, Rockville, Ct., 1905-08, 
Rockville, Ct. 

Hill, Galen Wentworth, B.A., Bowdoin Col- 
lege, 1904, Gorham, Me. 

Hoefler, Carl August, librarian Mannheimer 
Volksbibliothek, 1904-08, Mannheim, Ger- 
mary. 

Holbridge, Kathreen, University of Rochester, 
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1906-07, B.A., Elmira College, 1908, Roches- 

ter, N. Y, 

joeckel, Carleton Bruns, B.A, University of 
Wisconsin, 1908, Lake Mills, Wis. 

Johnston, Sara Etta, B.A., Westminster Col- 
lege, 1894; M.A., 1905, Butler, Pa. 

Kaiser, John Boynton, B.A., Western Reserve 
University, 1908, assistant Western Reserve 
Historical Society Library, 1907-08, Cleve- 
land, O. 

Long, Harriet Catherine, B.A., University of 
Nebraska,, 1908, Madison, Neb. 

Lytle, Mary, Ph.B., University of Iowa, 1898, 
Iowa City, Ia, 

Sherwood, Ethel Augusta, B.A., Wellesley 
College, 1901, White Plains, N. Y. 

Stillman, Mrs. Clara Gruening, B.A., Barnard 
College, 1903, New York City. 

Suter, Martha Winkley, B.A., Radcliffe Col- 
lege, 1901, Roxbury, N. Y. 

Swartout, Jessamine Eliza, B.A., George 
University, 1908, Washington, 


D. 

Wakefield, Bertha, B.A., University of Minne- 
sota, 1901, assistant Sioux City Public Li- 
brary, 1906-08, Sioux City, Ia. 

Warren, Ruth Evelyn, B.A., Wellesley Col- 
lege, 1908, Townsend, Mass. 


PRATT INSTITUTE LIBRARY SCHOOL 


The Pratt Institute Library School opened 
September 14, for the two preliminary weeks 
of practice in the library, class-room work 
beginning September 28. The registration is 
as follows: 

Marguerite R. Baldwin, Tioga, Pa, A.B., 

Mansfield State Normal School. 

Elizabeth E. Bradford, Columbus, Ohio, A.B., 

Barnard College. 

Mrs. L. R. Bosley, East Orange, N. J., Gradu- 
ate Geneseo State Normal School. 

Barbara J. Brink, Kingston, N. Y. 

Ruth E. Browne, Knoxville, Ia., Ph.B., Grin- 
nell College. 

Alice C. Campbell, Windsor, Conn., 1906-8, 

Mt. Holyoke College. 

Sally Clarkson, Ann Arbor, Mich., 1906-8, 

Michigan University. 

Helen May Craig, New York, A.B., St. Law- 
rence University. 

Hedwig Friess, Brooklyn. 

Ethelwyn Gaston, Newark, N. J., A.B., Mt. 

Holyoke, College. 

Lillian Griggs, Streator, Ill., A.B., Wellesley 

College. 

M, Louise Hamlin, Bangor, Me. 

Stella R. Hoyt, Auburn, N. Y., 1905-8, Ober- 
lin College. 

Alma Huestis, Brooklyn. 

Minnie W. Leatherman, Louisville, Ky., spe- 
cial student, Louisville University. 

Julius Lucht, Brooklyn, A.B. and A.M., Har- 
vard University. 

Miriam Noyes, Oshkosh, Wis. A.B., Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. 

M. Ellen Prendergast, Utica, N. Y. 
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Ina Rankin, Chatham, Ontario, 1899-1901, To- 
ronto University. 

Kate DeWitt Rathbun, Woodbridge, N. J. 

Fthel Simmons, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Katharine Steele, Princeton, Ill., A.M., 

Minnesota University. 

Edna M. Werrey, Brooklyn, A.B., Adelphi 

College. 

Miss Collar, of the Faculty, is taking a 
leave of absence this year for family reasons, 
and her place is to be filled by Miss Julia E. 
Elliott, of the Wisconsin Library Commis- 
sion, who begins her work with the school 
about the middle of October. 

The class represents 12 states and Canada. 
Nine have had more or less experience in |i- 
brary work. 

The lectures of the foreign fiction course 
will be given by the director, the intervening 
recitations being conducted by Miss Rath- 
bone. This is an experiment, as the work 
has never been given before in lecture form, 
and is being tried partly as a time-saving 
method. In other respects, the schedule of 
the first term is virtually unchanged. 


Mary W. Piummer, Director. 


WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 
SCHOOL 


The school opened for its 5th year on 
September 22. The opening exercises were 
held in the school lecture room and were 
presided over by President Thwing, who 
emphasized in his address to the students 
the development of library work as a profes- 
sion. The school is fortunate enough to have 
no changes in the list of faculty and changes 
in the course offered will be only incidental. 

The enrollment of the school is by far 
the largest of its record, taxing its capacity 
to the utmost. The regular class is made up 
with students representing six different states 
and with an unusual number having had li- 
brary experience before entering. More than 
ever before the members of the staff of the 
Cleveland Public Library are taking advan- 
tage of the opportunity to take special work 
at the school, many of them with the definite 
object in view of completing the course at 
some later time. 

The following is a list of the full time 
students : 


Hazel Louise Brown, two years Oberlin Col- 


lege. 

Cordelia Elizabeth Claflin, B.L., College for 
Women, Western Reserve University, as- 
sistant, Cleveland Public Library. 

Edith Louise Cook, A.B. Alma College 
(Mich.), librarian, Alma College Library. 
Jennie M. Flexner, assistant, Louisville (Ky.) 

Public Library. 

Mabel L. Hines, assistant, Painesville (O.), 
Public Library. 

Alice J. Kozlik, assistant, Cleveland Public 
Library. 
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Edith Lawrence, A.B., Vassar College, assist- 
ant, Cleveland Public Library. 

Nora Carroll Levinger, assistant, Canton 
(O.) Public Library. 

Cecelia Lewis, assistant, Buffalo Public Li- 
brary. 

Evelyn Maude Lotz. 

Elsie McPherson. 

Mrs. Florence Holmes Ridgway, one year 
and a half, Berea (Ky.) College, assistant, 
Berea College Library. 

Martha Clark Sanborn, three years, Iowa Col- 
lege (Grinnell, Ia.), assistant Iowa College 
Library. 

Jessie Helen Starr, two years, Oberlin Col- 
lege, assistant, Mt. Vernon (O.) Public 
Library. 

Elizabeth Kissick Steele, one year, University 
of Cincinnati, assistant, University of Cin- 
cinnati Library. 

Myrtle M. Sweetman, assistant, Dayton (O.) 
Public Library. 

Annie Laurie Wilson, graduate Edinboro 

(Penna.) Normal School, librarian, Edin- 

boro State Normal School. 


Reviews 


FicTION CATALOG; a selected list cataloged by 
author and title, with annotations. Minne- 
apolis, Minn. H. W. Wilson Company, 


1908. 147 p. D. pap., 25 c. 

The appearance of this selected list of fic- 
tion marks the first step towards carrying out 
the plan for co-operative printed catalogs 
outlined by Mr. Wilson before the American 
Library Association meeting at Minnetonka. 
The preface states: “The catalog aims to fur- 
nish librarians and library patrons a near-at- 
hand substitute for the heavily alphabeted 
card catalog. From it small libraries may 
check their fiction titles and have their cat- 
alogs, any number necessary, made up from 
slugs kept at headquarters; the entire list, 
constantly revised by its publishers, may be 
accepted in full for a model list of fiction in 
the library of average size; while for the 
large library it may serve as a list of books 
whose circulation should be urged for the 
sake of stimulating a taste for the best fic- 
tion.” The selection has been based upon the 
Newark list of a thousand best novels; the 
A. L. A. Catalog fiction list; the A. L. A. 
Booklist ; the Wisconsin Free Library Com- 
mission’s Suggestive list of books for a small 
library, and the annual lists of best books 
issued by the New York State Library. 

Brief critical or descriptive annotations are 
included, taken from upwards of 30 sources, 
of which abbreviations are given. A careful 
reading of these annotations leaves it unset- 
tled just why some books are annotated and 
others not. Finding 31 titles of Scott and 18 
of Dickens without annotation, we conclude 
that the old standards need no notice; but 
turning to Thackeray, 7 titles are given, 6 
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with annotations. E. A. Baker’s “Descriptive 
guide to the best fiction” has been quoted 
from in five instances, and we are impressed 
with the fact that Thackeray has not been 
much elucidated. Of “Adventures of Philip” 
we read: “Discursive, containing several fine 
scenes ;” of Christmas books of M. A. Tit- 
marsh, “Farces and extravagances ;” of “His- 
tory of Pendennis,” “Humorous exposure of 
many shows and vyanities;” of “The New- 
comes ;” “Col. Newcome is one of the most 
beautiful and pathetic creations in English lit- 
erature ;” of “Vanity Fair’: “Epoch making 
work in the history of English realism.” For 
the librarians or readers who do not know 
Thackeray these selections from E. A. Baker 
will offer no great help. Of the eight books 
of George Eliot only “Felix Holt” is an- 
notated: “Striking picture of the working of 
new political ideas among the _ English 
masses.”—N, Y. State Lib. “Daniel Deronda” 
gets no note to say it has anything to do with 
Jews; nor is it explained that “Middlemarch” 
dealt with the question of having medical in- 
stead of religious government of hospitals. 
Mr. Wilson has shown his usual apprecia- 
tion of the wants of libraries, bookstores and 
readers, and deserves credit for his practical 
solution of some of the problems of co-opera- 
tive cataloging and catalog printing that have 
been discussed since a report on the subject 
was offered the Smithsonian Institution in 
r851 by Mr. Jewett. As a specimen “Fiction 
catalog,” however, this cannot rank as a 
model. It lacks perspective and distinctive plan. 
Every page gives rise to questions: Why 
should Mrs. Whitney have only four books, 
not including “Faith Gartney’s girlhood,” 
“The Gayworthys,” or “Summer in Leslie 
Goldthwaite’s life.” We think perhaps these 
rank as juveniles; but just below we find 
Mrs. Wiggins’ “Story of Patsy,” “Timothy’s 
quest” and “Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm.” 
However, small libraries can pick themselves 
out a good working fiction list from the titles 
of libraries here given, and can certainly 
spare a good sum of money by dispensing 
with the need of compilation and typesetting. 
There is room for co-operation in getting up 
the necessary library helps and works of ref- 
erence, and libraries should send for this 
fiction catalog, study how it meets their needs 
and send Mr. Wilson suggestions for future 
sample numbers. A. H. L. 


‘Library Economy and bistory 


PERIODICALS 


Library Assistant, August-September, con- 
tains “Concerning the juvenile library,” by 
I Briggs, discussing the general lines along 
which a children’s room should be conducted. 


Library World, September, contains a con- 
tribution on the net book question and on 
the much-debated question of “Open access 
versus indicators ;” also a letter on the statis- 
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tics as given in the reports of American libra- 
ries and compared with statistics of English 
libraries which should be read by all libra- 
rians. 


Public Libraries, October, contains “The 
library as educational equipment,” by W. E. 
Henry, in which the four elements of educa- 
tional equipment are considered as faculty, 
laboratory, library and museum, and the li- 
brary as the “great classified, orderly ar- 
ranged record of experience” is given chief 
place. The article is broad in treatment and 
merits the attention of librarians. “Directing 
the taste of casual readers,” by Ida Rosen- 
berg, and “Legislative reference work and its 
opportunities,” by Clinton Rogers Woodruff, 
complete the number. 


Wisconsin Library Bulletin, July-August 
contains “Problems of discipline,” by Mary 
E. Hazeltine and Harriet Price Sawyer, in 
which are given replies from various libra- 
rians to a circular letter containing a list of 
questions concerning the problem of disci- 
pline in the library. Miss Olcott, of Pitts- 
burgh, considers that the question of disci- 
pline depends largely on the district in which 
a branch is placed and also on the planning 
and equipment of the children’s room. Mr. 
Brown, of Buffalo; Miss Clara F. Baldwin, 
Minnesota; Mr. Bowerman, District of Co- 
lumbia; Miss Lord, of Pratt Institute Free 
Library; Mr. Peck, Gloversville; Mr. Bailey, 
Wilmington; Miss Underhill, of Utica, and 
others contribute to this symposium, which 
covers the entire number. 


Zentralblatt fiir Bibliothekswesen for June 
reports that the Auskunftsbureau (bureau 
of information) of German libraries, r-- 
ferred to recently in the Lrprary JOURNAL, 
has been joined by the following Swiss libra- 
ries: the University Library at Basle, the 
City library of Berne, the Public library of 
Geneva, and the libraries of Zurich repre- 
sented in the Zurich Zentralkatalog. 

In the July number, R. Gradmann’s paper 
on the “entry-word” in catalogs is directed 
against the German custom, followed both in 
the booktrade and in libraries, of entering all 
anonymous works, periodicals and other col- 
lections which cannot be placed under one 
author under a noun, whether the latter is 
the first word or not. This custom has been 
embodied in the “Instructions for the alpha- 
betical catalogues of Prussian libraries” 
(1899). The author characterizes it as com- 
plicated and out of date, originally deter- 
mined by the cumbersome form of titles no 
longer in use, and suggests that it be re- 
placed by the method followed by the L. A. 
U. K., the A. L. A., and others, which method 
he summarizes in the rule: “enter under the 
first word not an article.” Gradmann thor- 


oughly ventilates the question, and finds by 
actual count of titles divided into those that 
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might be entered according to the Prussian 
system and those that should be entered ac- 
cording to the proposed one, that the latter 
at the very least is the lesser evil. 

In an article on the printer Johann Reger, 
of Ulm, Adolf Schmidt cites an interesting 
case of a subletting of a printing contract by 
Drach to Schdffer, to show that even where 
documents give definite information as to a 
printed work, an examination of the type 
may still be necessary. 

“Italy is the only one among the large civ- 
ilized nations in which the administration of 
government libraries is uniformly regulated.” 
Hence measures of organization taken there 
are of general interest. The regulations hith- 
erto in force (see Zentralblatt. 1890, p. 223, 
and Dziatzko’s Sammlung Heft 6, p. 96) have 
recently been amended. Among the note- 
worthy changes are the removal of univer- 
sity libraries from the list of those covered 
by these rules, the formation of a library 
council (guinta consultiva) in the ministry, 
and the division of librarians into four cate- 
gories, with rules governing the examination 
of aspirants to each. Details as to these ex- 
aminations, which include essays, translations 
from four languages, and answers to various 
technical questions, are given in this number 
of the Zentralblatt, which also throws light 
on the matter of salaries. The average pay 
of librarians is 5792 lire, of sub-librarians 
2861, of “median” officials 2372, and of sub- 
officials 1278 lire. 

The Association (Vereinigung) of Swiss 
Librarians held its eighth meeting on April 
to and 11, at St. Gallen. The most important 
features were the discussion of Dr. Barth’s 
paper (read last year) on “The significance 
and preparation of a Swiss General Cata- 
logue” (Gesamtkatalog), and an address by 
Ch. Robert, director of the city library of 
Neuenburg, on “The rdéle of the confedera- 
tion in the domain of Swiss libraries: some 
considerations on an eventual revision of the 
law regarding the National Library.” The 
meeting declared itself in favor of a general 
catalog, not to be printed, and to be prepared 
with as much bibliographical exactness as 
possible. The annual cost was estimated at 
20.000 francs. 


Ceska Osveta, vol. v., pt. 1-6. Miss Z. 
Griffins writes about the Bohemian section at 
the New York Public Library, Webster 
Branch. L. J. Zivny describes the activities 
and features of the American and Eng- 
lish free libraries. The second part is de- 
voted to the late Bohemian poet, Svatopluk 
Cech (died Feb. 23, 1908), pt. 3 to M. Jan 
Hus, with the facsimile of Hus’ combustion 
at Constance (from Gradual Malostransky, 
1572). Pt. 3-4 contain J. Hostalek’s report 
of the Bohemian free library at Vienna, which 
has been established 10 years, and the report 
of the V. Naprstek’s Industrial Museum at 
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Prague, the library of which contains about 
60,000 volumes. Recent Bohemian publica 
tions are: 

Lad. J. Zivny, Index to 
ical literature for the year 
ceskych casopisu za rok 1907.] 
64 p. 40 ¢. 

Tobolka, Bohemian 
1905. Prague, 1908. $2. 

Tydschrift voor Boek-en  Bibliotheek- 
weszen. Jaargang 6, January-February, and 
March-April, 1908 (Magazine of Books and 
Libraries, vol. 6, January-February and 
March-April, 1908), contains instalments of 
the continued article “De Gegraveerde onuit- 
gegevene en verloren geraakte teekeningen 
voor Sanderus ‘Flandria Illustrata,’” by G. 
Caullet (“The engraved, unpublished and lost 
drawings for Sanderus’ ‘Flandria I!lustrata,’ ” 
by G. Caullet). 

The purpose of this article is to discredit 
all wrong reports which are current regard- 
ing the first edition of the “Flandria Ilus- 
trata” of Sanderus. The folio, no. 16823 of the 
Royal Library of Brussels, only contains the 
drawings for one-third of the third volume 
of this important work, the Gallio-Flandria. 
The work was never completed owing to the 
sudden death of the author, Sanderus. This 
work is an authority on architecture and art 
and in order to show its magnitude a short 
history of its compilation is given. 

The second article in the January-February 
number is Plantin’s Lettercorps, “Glose de 
messel” (Plantin’s case of type called “Glose 
de messel”), by Fr. Bonaventura Kruit- 
wagen. 

Through the efforts of a certain Mr. En- 
schede it has been found that this case of 
type is the same as the so-called “large- 
paragon” of to-day. The purpose of the 
present article is to show the origin of the 
peculiar name of this case, namely, “Glose 
de messel.” The word “glosse” means ex- 
planatory note. The word “messel” is de- 
rived from the word “missael,” the name of a 
certain kind of manuscript. The case of 
type spoken of in this article was the smallest 
type used in the production of such a “Mis- 
sael.” Hence the derivation. The article is 
illustrated with facsimiles of this kind of 
type. As the typographers of that time 
adopted the names of the other two kinds of 
type used in such a “Missael” they naturally 
also adopted the name commonly used for 
the third. 

“Zestiendeeuwsche Pamphletschryvers” 
(Sixteenth century pamphlet-writers), by C. 
P. Burger, Jr., a third article, consists of a 
review of a treatise on 16th century pamphlets 
written by a certain Paul Fredericq, a noted 
authority on this subject. The work under 
consideration is a collection of prose and 
poetical selections collected and compiled 
from old pamphlets and manuscripts and is a 
valuable addition to sixteenth century liter- 
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ature. The purpose of the writer of this ar 
ticle is to treat somewhat more broadly about 
several ancient writers mentioned in the 
above-named work. 

“Bookbindings,” by P. V., is an illustrated 
article upon an exhibit of bindings held in 
the Danish Museum of Art situated at Copen- 
hagen, in 1906. As a souvenir of this exhibit 
a catalog of the different bindings found in 
the exhibit was published by the management 
of this institution. This catalog was pro- 
fusely illustrated with specimen cuts of the 
bindings found in the exhibit, several repro- 
ductions of which are given in this article. 

Among the brief chronicles (kroniek) of 
special interest are: a short article on the 
value of the catalogs published by Holland 
book dealers in the last few years; an ar- 
ticle on public reading rooms which appeared 
in the Nieuwe Rotterdamsche Courant. The 
writer of this interesting article is A. W. 
Geer, of the city of Groningen; a description 
of the British Society of Franciscan Studies, 
not long ago founded in England. The pur 
pose of this society is the publication of books 
on the subject of the Franciscan monks. 


AMERICAN LIBRARIES 


Binghamton (N. Y.) P. L. (Rpt. — year 
ending June 30, 1908.) Added 2537: total 
20,686. Issued, home use 142,006. Cards is- 
sued 1196; total registration 14,511. Re- 
ceipts from fines $466.75. 

There has been a large increase in the 
work of the reference department, also more 
work than formerly has been done with and 


for study clubs and 45 reading lists have 
been issued for the use of students in the 


public and private schools and for study 
clubs. 

“The system of sending special lists of 
books to shops, factories, unions, etc., has 
been maintained and about 3000 copies of such 
lists have been manifolded. The local news 
papers have published the past year about 
70 columns of matter relating to the Library 
and its various departments. The World's 
Work, in its issue for April, 1908, published 
an article on “Libraries that reach the peo- 
ple,” selecting about a dozen libraries, includ 
ing Binghampton, to illustrate the theme 

“Increasing use has been made of the 
system of inter-library loans, and we have 
borrowed liberally from the State Library at 
Albany, and in one instance from the Boston 
Public Library.” 


Boston (Mass.) P. L. 
ending Jan. 31, 1908.) 
922,348. Issued, home use [,529,111 (increase 
over previous year 67,708). Readers’ cards 
in force 79,662. Receipts $363,902.60; expenses 
$341,750.56 (salaries, including printing and 
bindery departments $222,806.44; books $36,- 
638.21; periodicals $616.96; mewspapers 
$2059.65 ). 

The librarian states in his report that the 


(56th rept — year 
Added 40,742; total 
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percentage of increase in appropriations for 
the library during the last seven years has 
been less than the increase in the population 
of the city during that time, and as the ser- 
vice of the library has been extended in 
various directions it would seem that the 
appropriation was hardly sufficient to the 
demand. Mr. Wadlin’s report is a compre- 
hensive one and the work of the library is 
covered with thoroughness and detail. A 
few quotations may be made from the libra- 
—_ printed synopsis of his report as fol- 
Ows: 

“A new reading-room was opened during 
the year, at 1518 Tremont street; a reading- 
room at 362 Neponset avenue was substituted 
for a shop station formerly maintained in 
that district; the Mattapan Reading-room was 
transferred to a new location, nearer the 
center of population in that district; and the 
Upham’s Corner Reading-room was made a 
Branch library. 

The experiments in restricted access to open 
shelves, affecting only the younger readers, 
have resulted in the diminution of the number 
of books lost. The restriction is not burden- 
some and has caused no friction. Under it 
children below 16 years of age are simply 
required to present a library card or identifi- 
cation ticket as a prerequisite for admission 
to the open shelves at branches and reading- 
rooms. This has had an important influence 
also upon discipline, preventing the influx of 
disorderly crowds of children and promoting 
the attendance of adults. 

The rule permitting the remission of fines 
incurred by children after the lapse of six 
months, which went into effect last year, has 
set free for use several thousand cards previ- 
ously held without limit on account of the 
non-payment of such fines. It has also had 
otker beneficial results and probably dimin- 
ished the irregular taking of books from the 
epen shelyes without the use of a charging 
card, 

The conservative policy of selection and 
purchase of fiction, pursued for some years, 
has been maintained. The number of vol- 
umes of English prose fiction purchased dur- 
ing the year was 1623, costing $1573. Re- 
placements of fiction worn out required 8123 
volumes. The total cost of fiction, new and 
replacements, amounted to 17.3 per cent. of 
the total amount expended for all books. 

The total number of volumes added during 
the year was an increase of 3290, as compared 
with the previous year. The increase includes 
many rare, noteworthy and scholarly books, 
besides the more important current publi- 
cations. The net increase in volumes was 
18,990, the total number in the library sys- 
tem being 922,348 


1907.) 
Issued, home use 
Cards in 


Burlington (Ia.) F. P. (atst rpt., 
Added 1388; total 28,353. 
73,313. 


New cards issued 713. 
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force (estimated) 7258. Receipts $7640.87; 
expenses $6144.75 (light $2092.66, books 
$880.95, periodicals $136.75, printing $45.25, 
binding $243.17). 

Three branch deposit stations have been 
established during the year. The monthly 
story-hour inaugurated a year ago has con- 
tinued to prove a most successful feature of 
the work. “The use of books distributed 
through the public schools shows a gain, al- 
though the work has been handicapped some- 
what by lack of books.” Instruction in the 
use of the library catalog is being given to 
the school children, with the co-operation of 
the superintendent of schools. The library’s 
report is attractively printed and indicative 
of excellent work. 

Burlington, Vt. Fletcher F. L. (34th rpt., 
1907.) Added 960 (gifts 140); total 32,099. 
Issued, home use 41,552 (fict. and juv. 31,- 
270). 

Sunday opening for reading purposes only 
was established during the year. “No statis- 
tics of the use of reference books or books for 
general reading in the library have ever been 
kept. It would probably nearly equal the 
number of books drawn for hume use. This 
service is not confined to people of Burlington 
only.” 

Canton, N. Y. Benton L. The Benton 
library was opened on Aug. 1. The building 
was erected by Mrs. Walter A. Benton in 
memory of her husband. 

Colorado Springs, Colo. Union Printers’ 
Home. It is stated that a library building 
to cost about $15,000 for the basement and 
first story alone has been authorized by the 
board of trustees and that the work of erec- 
tion will soon begin. The home has more 
than 8000 valuable books, almost half of 
which have been stored owing to lack of 
shelf room. 

The new building will be 60 by 40 feet and 
will be built on the east wing of the main 
home building. A foundation sufficient to 
carry three stories will be installed, but for 
the present nothing but the basement and 
first story will be erected. At some future 
time the structure will be completed by the 
addition of two more stories. 


Grand Rapids (Mich.) P. L. (37th rpt. — 
year ending March 31, 1908.) Added 10,116; 
total 83,354. Issued, home use 307,448 


Reading room use 203,998. Total number of 
cards issued 5783; total number of cards in 
force 20,863. Receipts $7341.13; expenses 
$5747.06 (salaries $4000.15; fuel $251.93; 
lights $209.90; repairs $312.37). 

The year’s report shows a large increase in 
the use of the library; 56,872 more books were 
issued for home use than in the previous 
year, an increase of 22.7 per cent; 102,024 
more persons were recorded as readers in the 
reading rooms, an increase of a fraction over 
100 per cent.; and the total recorded use of 
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the library was 160,954 more than the year 
before, an increase of 44.4 per cent. Three 
branch libraries were opened during the year, 
the Buchanan Street School branch, the 
Palmer Avenue School branch, and the West 
Side branch. The regular work of the last 
named branch began at the end of December 
and since its opening 13,859 books have been 
circulated, and 23374 readers have made use 
of the reading room. 

During the last three years five branch li- 
braries have been started without any addi- 
tional income for the book fund, so that the 
purchase of books for the regular collection 
has been, 2s Mr. Ranck states in his report, 
seriously limited. 

The quarters of the Cataloging Depart- 
ment have been moved into a downstairs 
room, offering better working facilities, the 
record of the cataloging department and trav- 
elling libraries shows excellent work done; 
272 boxes of travelling libraries were sent 
out to 37 institutions. On April 1 the chil- 
dren’s work of the library was made into a 
special department, and there have been the 
most encouraging returns for the new under- 
taking. The children’s room “is an exceed- 
ingly cosmopolitan place where the children 
of all nationalities meet on equal terms. At 
one time there were counted the children of 
five nationalities at a single table — German, 
Holland, American, African and Roumanian.” 
A conference on children’s reading was held 
in the library during the spring. In the con- 
duct of what is known as the “sunshine work” 
of the library five memorial libraries were 
sent out 33 times during the year, and many 
of the children to whom these libraries were 
sent were visited by the children’s librarian, 
while some of the adults who received these 
libraries were visited by the Superintendent 
of Circulation. The “sunshine work” is an 
interesting feature in the library’s activities 
and has received special comment in the local 
press. In the work for the blind there have 
been no new undertakings during the year; 
67 have attended the Tuesday afternoon read- 
ings for the blind and 9 books have been 
delivered by the library’s messengers to the 
homes of the blind. The library’s medical 
reading room has had but little use on the 
part of physicians, few of them showing any 
real interest in the room. ‘The libraries in 
the public school buildings number 12,529 
volumes and their total circulation was 75,679. 
“The growth of this work in certain of the 
schools puts a very heavy burden on the 
school principals, so that either the library 
or the principal’s regular school work must 
suffer.” 
reached as to the best method of handling 
the problem. The cataloging in the library’s 
historical room has been almost completed. 
The room has numbered 1800 readers during 
the year. Municipal documents received by 
exchange during the year have numbered 79. 
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Books in various foreign languages have 
been purchased during the year, namely, 
Dutch, French, German, Polish and Swedish. 
There have been requests also for books in 
the Italian, Russian, Armenian and Lithua- 
nian languages, and it is hoped that literature 
in these languages can be supplied to meet 
the demand. 


Greensboro (N. C.) P. L. The history of 
the library has appeared in the local press 
in connection with the Greensboro centennial 
celebrated Oct. 11-17. The library was found- 
ed in 1901 when the three front rooms on 
the third floor of the new city hall were 
given over for its use, a subscription of $3000 
having been previously raised by the town. 

The library was formally presented to 
the city on Feb. 4, 1902. The library then 
began its work with a collection numbering 
1490 books, 250 public documents, 32 peri- 
odicals and 3 daily papers. Beginning with 
May, 1902, the city furnished $36 each month 
in money for the library’s support. This 
appropriation was increased in March, 1903, 
to $100 per month and continued until No- 
vember, 1905. In April, 1902, Andrew Car- 
negie made a bequest of $30,000 for a new 
building. The new library was.ready for 
occupation on April 16, 1906. It was formally 
opened on May 7, and was described in the 
LIBRARY JOURNAL for October, 1906. 


Hagerstown, Md. Washington County F. L. 
(6th rept.— year ending Sept. 30, 1907.) 
Added 1109; total 18,095. Issued, home use 
91,856, 61,110 of which were from the central 
library, 21,440 were through stations, 4811 
in schools, 960 through Sunday-schools and 
3535 from the book wagon. New registration 
73 

“The adult loan department shows an in- 
crease of 440 persons registered. The gain 
in the number of books circulated in the 
city hardly equals this, there being an in- 
crease of only 329. The circulation in the 
juvenile department has held its own. That 
there was no appreciable increase may be 
ascribed to the epidemic of scarlet fever and 
diphtheria which last fall kept many chil- 
dren away from the library.” 

Six new stations have been established dur- 
ing the year and two have been discontinued. 
The total number of stations recorded at the 
end of the year from which books may be 
borrowed is 71. 

The third year of the work of the book 
wagon shows the most satisfactory results, 
and a decided increase upon its record of the 
preceding year. “It has been found advisable 
to change or consolidate some of the routes 
laid out and to increase the territory covered 
by others. There are now very few spots in 
the county so isolated that the wagon does not 
penetrate to them, and even during the har- 
vesting season it was found quite worth 
while to send the wagon out. Where three 
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years ago it would have been utterly disre- 
garded, it was hailed this summer as a not 
unwelcome interruption to the day’s toil. In 
not every home in the county, to be sure, is 
the benefit to be derived from books appre- 
ciated. In that respect Washington County 
is like the rest of the world at large. But 
the number who do prize the opportunities 
which the wagon offers is numerically large 
enough to make the work rank as one of the 
most important done by the libary. In the 
interest of the economical administration of 
the work in the county, a letter has been sent 
to the different turnpike companies, asking 
that, as the wagon has proved itself an inte- 
gral part of the educational system of Wash- 
ington County, it should be allowed free 
passage through the different toll-gates. The 
directors of the Hagerstown and Clearspring 
turnpike responded promptly and generously, 
giving the wagon the freedom of that pike. 
It is hoped that as the annual meetings of the 
other companies take place, we may receive 
similar replies. This description of the book 
wagon work is quoted thus fully because 
of the unique interest which attaches to :t. 
In no other direction, perhaps, has the effi- 
ciency of Miss Titcomb’s administrative work 
been more keenly felt. The tone of the 
report is vigorous and shows much exceilent 
work. 


Hartford (Conn.) P. L. (7oth rpt.— year 
ending June 1, 1908. Added 5059 (4511 by 
purchase, 548 by gift); total not given. Is- 
sued, home use 234,415. New cards issued 
4843. In the boys’ and girls’ room 40,116 
books have been circulated. 

“The reading room has been supplied with 
246 newspapers and periodicals besides 27 
others received as gifts. The average daily 
attendance has been 250. The reference room 
has shown also an increase in use and for 
the first time in the record of the library 
has been used more by men than by women. 
The librarian accounts for this as being due 
in part to the year’s business depression, 
which has deprived men of customary em- 
ployment.” 

The circulation of pictures during the year 
was 1441. Books on handicraft and electricity 
have been especially popular. Several popuiar 
exhibitions have been held, one of postcards 
of Connecticut libraries, and others covering 
books suitable for Christmas presents, a dis- 
play of photographs and prints illustrating the 
history of the Medici family; also a collection 
of various objects from Ireland was exhib- 
ited on St. Patrick’s day. Miss Hewins, 
during the year, continued her summer weekly 
book-talks to children, 


Haverhill (Mass.) P. L. The library issues 
three picture bulletins, for May, June and Oc- 
tober, covering Pictures of United States; 
Pictures principally of children suitable for 
kindergarten and first four grades Pictures 
illustrating events in American history. 
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Harvard University L. (10th rpt., 1906-7.) 
The chief event of the year was the addition 
to the building begun in the autumn of 1906. 
he impending changes in the delivery room 
made it necessary to close the library for four 
weeks after the end of the summer school 
session —the first time the library has been 
closed in more than 30 years. During the 
brief period that the library was closed those 
who had been working in it were permitted 
to borrow all the books they could profitably 
use outside, and during the four weeks books 
were constantly being sent out by mail or 
express in response to requests received 
through the postoffice. The changes in the 
delivery room have done much to improve 
the room’s appearance. The other rooms in 
this addition are not quite completed. Mr. 
Lane has himself planned the arrangements 
in this addition in every detail of floor and 
wall space. A reference and reading room, a 
cataloging room, a collating room where all 
the counter space possible will be provided 
for the checking and arrangement of large 
invoices of books received from abroad, and a 
shelf department room complete the rooms on 
the first floor of the addition. 

the second floor the addition ar- 
ranges for a large room finished in oak which 
will be known as the treasure room, and here 
will be collected all rare volumes and books 
that must be used under proper supervision, 
a map room and a class-room for the con- 
venience of small classes which require to 
use at their meetings a large number of 
books from the library’s shelves, 

The basement of the new building is chiefly 
arranged for storage accommodations. “The 
material of which this addition to the library 
has been built and the method of construction 
are interesting and suggest what may possibly 
be the best method of enlarging the library 
in the future. The foundations, floors and 
roof are of reinforced concrete mixed and 
laid on the spot; the walls are of concrete 
blocks moulded at the manufacturer’s, of 
a color to match the granite of the old build- 
ing, and laid in courses in the same manner 
that stone is laid. The outside effect is ad- 
mirable, the saving in expense over granite 
very considerable and the strength of the 
wall superior to what is attained by the usual 
brick- -lined stone construction of the present 
time.” 

The statistics in Mr. Lane’s report are too 
complicated for quotation as the numerous 
libraries contained in the university make 
separate totals necessary. The total number 
of additions as given for all libraries may 
be quoted, however, as 28,009. In Gore Hall 
the (College Library 59,254 volumes were 
lent and 24,351 were recorded as used in the 
building. “The increase in books lent is 
probably due to the fact that more pains 
have been taken to place interesting books on 
the open shelves in the delivery-room. In 
November, 1906, a petition was presented to 


6 
4 


October, 1908] 


the library council asking that the library 
stacks might be open during the evening 
hours to members of the faculty and to such 
instructors as might apply for the privilege. 
There is urgent need for an increase in the 
library staff.” 

Johns Hopkins University L. A fire in 
McCoy Hall on the evening of September 17 
destroyed about 25,000 pamphlets. ‘The loss 
to the building is covered by the insurance 


Jordanville (N. Y.) P. L. The new library 
building was dedicated Aug. 26, with impres- 
sive exercises, at which President Roosevelt 
took a prominent part. 

Lynn (Mass.) P. L. (45th rpt.— 1907.) 
Added 2867 (net increase) ; total 76,916. Is- 
sued, home use 207,861; reference use 57,692. 
New registration 1939. Receipts $694.94; ex- 
penses $632.54. 

“The delivery from the open shelves in the 
reading room and children’s room begun 
Dec. 31, 1906, has been most satisfactory to 
the patrons of the library. There has been a 
marked increase in the attendance in both 
rooms, and while there has been a decrease in 
the demand for reference books from the 
stack the books from all classes of the library 
on the open shelves have supplied the need 
of the general reader. Many people who have 
heretofore read nothing but magazine litera- 
ture have become interested in the late addi- 
tions to the library. The statistics show a de- 
livery from the main desk and reading room 
of 142,886 volumes, from the children’s room 
37,223, the department for the blind 324, 
through the schools 20,154, the General Elec- 
tric Company 5424, and the Young Men’s 
Christian Association 1850, making a total 
of 207,861 volumes. 

“In June vacation cards were printed for 
the use of people leaving the city for the 
summer. These permitted the drawing of ten 
books to be kept three months without re- 
newal; 239 books were issued on these cards. 

“The complaint of losses from open 
shelves and abuse of privileges given the pub- 
lic which has been a subject of much discus- 
sion in the press cannot be made from the 
experience in the library. The total number of 
books missing and unaccounted for Dec. 31, 
was 26. This small number is due in a 
measure to the vigilance of the attendants 
in charge and to the admirable superintend- 
ence of the delivery department.” 

Owing to illness and resignations in the 
staff less has been accomplished in the cata- 
loging department than was expected. The 
room for the blind was visited by 48 different 
persons, all blind, 25 of them being in regular 
attendance, and 324 books have been circu- 
lated from this room. The reading rooms of 
the library were open on Sunday afternoons 
except in the summer. The librarian urges 


the establishment of distributing stations to 
meet the reading needs of the outlying dis- 
tricts. 
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Malden (Mass.) P. L. (30th rpt. — 1907.) 
Added 3594; total, 53,552. Issued, home use 
137,433 (fict. 73.55 per cent.). New cards 
issued 6630; total number of cards in use 
140,568. Receipts $30,919.73; expenses $22,- 
685.00. 

“The past year has been characterized by 
the usual activity in library work, and exten 
sions have been made in some directions 
While there has been no large increase in the 
home circulation, the total use of books in all 
departments has exceeded the work of former 
years and the aggregate is larger than of any 
previous year in the history of the library. 
While the population of the city has ———— 
in 20 years by about 217 per cent., the home 
circulation of the library has increased by 
about 304 per cent. during the same period 
and the total use of books has grown 1m a still 
larger degree at the rate of about 354 per cent. 
If it were possible to tabulate the use of 
books from the reference shelves, the open 
shelves of the children’s room and the tables 
of the reading room, a corresponding, proba- 
bly a larger, gain would be found in the work 
of those departments. These figures indicate 
that the use of the library by the people has 
become more general and that it has out- 
stripped the growth of the city, even though 
a supply of the most ephemeral and worthless 
pcepular literature has not been provided.” 

Much effective work has been done in the 
children’s room and in the work with the 
schools during the year. There were 13,875 
volumes loaned for library use not included in 
the circulation, besides 18,238 loaned for 
school use, and 48,944 loaned from the chil- 
dren’s room, neither of these items being 
included in the circulation statistics. The 
Sunday use has decreased during the year, 
and the book thefts have increased to an 
alarming extent. 

The following statement is made: “The 
trustees view with concern a large increase 
in the number of books taken furtively from 
the limited open shelves of the children’s 
room and the exposed cases of the main 
library, a loss which is deplorable from a 
moral standpoint more than from that of 
material loss. It will be seen that the loss in 
the former has trebled that of last year, and 
that of the latter has increased at a somewhat 
larger rate. Losses from theft have largely 
increased in open shelf libraries during the 
past few years, as appears in the reports of 
those librarians who make complete state- 
ments of the facts of their administrations. 
A few open shelf libraries, apparently in a 
spirit which is far from commendable do not 
report their losses. Though our losses are 
slight in comparison with those of some of 
our neighbors who admit their public to a 
larger freedom, it may be well to consider 
if, taking into the account the losses from a 
few open shelves, it would be wise to throw 
open to the public our alcoves and stack room 
where an efficient supervision would be im- 
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possible, as is sometimes urged by those who 
look at the matter only from a viewpoint of 
self-gratification and have no knowledge of 
the conditions of the library and no care for 
the safeguarding of its property. Except 
under the most perfect conditions to which 
few if any libraries have yet attained, the 
open shelf is not only a danger in its effect 
upon the morals of a community but it is 
an inconvenience to the borrower, whose 
needs are better met by the card catalog and 
the intervention of a trained assistant, even 
if the confusion upon the shelves consequent 
upon the inroads of an irresponsible -and 
careless public does not wholly prevent him 
from finding that which he may seek. The 
tendencies of a system which allows opportun- 
ities for crime to thoughtless children and 
weak-minded and vicious adults are of more 
serious consequence than the loss of a few 
dollars in the value of books or a temporary 
inconvenience.” 


New Haven (Conn.) F. P. L. (Rpt.— 
1907.) Added 7976; total 80,278. Issued, 
home use 337,878 (adult fict. 49.2 per cent). 
New cards issued 8948; total 18,877. Re- 
ceipts $23,829.35; expenses $23,690.83 (books 
$5728.23; periodicals $848.52; salaries (exclu- 
sive of janitor service) $11,104.77; light 
$1040.95. 

During the year the publication of the li- 
brary Bulletin has been resumed, and the 
library’s activities have been carried on with 
general satisfaction, though the crowded con- 
ditions of the building cramp and retard the 
work. These drawbacks will be overcome by 
the erection of the new building by Mrs. 
Hoadley B. Ives. The lack of funds is an- 
other serious handicap to the success of the 
library. 

New York P. L. The German American 
collection in the New York Public Library is 
the subject of a small pamphlet reprinted 
from the “German American Annals,” new 
series, v. 6, no. 2, March-April, 1908. At the 
convention of the National German American 
Alliance it was resolved to further to the 
best of the ability of the Alliance, the main- 
tenance of this collection. The growth 
of this valuable collection has been due almost 
entirely to the devotion and ardor of Richard 
E, Helbig, who for many years has given 
freely his personal time to this work. 


New York City. Gen. Society of Mechan- 
ics’ and Tradesmen’s L. (122d rpt. — 1907.) 


Added 1588; total 100,027. New readers 2108. 


In the works consulted and withdrawn for 
home use there has been a marked increase in 
non-fiction, the percentage being about 32 per 
cent. of the fotal which, the report states, 
will be found to be greater in considerable 
degree than that of other libraries of a sim- 
ilar character. It is hoped that the reference 


section of the library may be further devel- 
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New York (City) Society L. (rpt.— year 
ending March 31, 1908.) Receipts $18,124.93; 
expenses $17,705.56. The messengers of the 
library carried 37,537 v. visiting 11,288 resi- 
dences and offices between no. 1 Broadway 
and 147th street. The library supplies reading 
matter to the leading clubs of the city. 

“The question of the supply of adequate 
space for the accommodation of the library’s 
books is a matter of serious concern. As a 
remedy for the overcrowding of our shelves 
new bookstacks have been placed in the old 
reading room on the first floor of our build- 
ing and the necessary electric lighting has 
been installed.” 

A history of the library, prepared by Austin 
Baxter Keep, A.M. of Columbia University, 
is now in the De Vinne Press. 

During the year many valuable gifts have 
been received. The loss, by death, of three 
of the trustees of the library is recorded in 
the report. 


Newport, R. I. Redwood L. and Athe- 
naeum. (26th rpt.—year ending July 1, 
1908.) Added 1096; total 20,825. Issued, 
home use 14,503 (fict. 64 per cent.). 

The circulation shows a considerable de- 
crease for the year, but this does not seem to 
be indicative of less usefulness on the part 
of the library. The overcrowded condition 
of the library presents problems of shelving 
and makes the undertaking of weeding out 
the less desirable books in the collection seem 
imperative. 

A paper on “The Newport libraries,” by 
Richard Bliss, an address delivered at the 
Newport meeting of the Rhode Island Li- 
brary Association, May 25, 1908, is printed 
with the report. 


Northampton, Mass. Forbes L. The fol- 
lowing statement has been made in the press 
with regards to the use of the library by 
Smith College students : 

“The arrangement of counters just inside 
the entrance to the Forbes Library so that 
they form a bar to the reference-rooms is 
in process of re-establishment. This ar- 
rangement permits complete control of those 
who wish to enter the reference-room or other 
parts of the library. It was first resorted to 
at the time of the former disagreement be- 
tween the trustees of the library and trus- 
tees of Smith College, and is renewed because 
of the recurrence of the same differences. 
The plan enables those on duty at the library 
to exclude readily students of Smith College 
who have not paid a special registration fee. 
The college trustees have voted to pay for 
the coming year the $2000 they have paid each 
year for three years to secure to the students 
the privileges of the library, but no one has 
come forward to pay the additional $500, 
which has been paid each year by a friend of 
the college. The library trustees will not 
allow the students the free use of the library, 
except on payment of the full amount of 


418 
| 
y 
oped. 
™ 


October, 1908] 


$2500, and thus a former situation is re- 
newed.” 

Oberlin (O.) College L. (Rpt. — year end- 
ing Aug. 31, 1907.) Added 12,574 (7160 un- 
bound); total not given. lesned, home vse 
21,217 v. to 1351 persons. The library was 
open 307 days with a total of 134,247 readers. 

“During the year 5051 bound volumes and 
4632 pamphlets and unbound volumes were 
cataloged. This involved the writing of 14,177 
new cards for the catalog and the alteration 
mostly by incorporating additions of 4003 
cards previously written.” The cataloging of 
the bound volumes is up to date and the cat- 
alog is estimated to contain 230,000 cards. 

The crowded condition of the shelves ren- 
ders it difficult to make the magazines avail- 
able, and it is impossible to keep the news- 
papers generally accessible. 

It is interesting to note that the morning 
and afteinoon attendance of the library has 
increased, but the evening attendance has 
fallen off, probably due to a more restricted 
granting of evening permission to freshmen 
and sophomore women. “The result has been 
to check the overcrowding of the room in the 
evening. The average attendance in the even- 
ing is still 158, and a large proportion of this 
number come for an entire evening’s work.” 
The gifts of the year number some valuable 
additions to the library’s collection. 

Work on the new building was begun early 
in May, and by the last of August, 1907, the 
walls were completed to the second story and 
the concrete floor of the second story was 
largely in place. Mr. Carnegie’s offer to in- 
crease the gift by $25,000 made possible the 
erection of the building. 

Port Jervis (N. Y.) F. L. (Rpt.— year 
ending June 30, 1908.) Added &38; total 
15645. Issued, home use 38,107. 

The circulation shows an increase of 4401 
over any earlier record. During the year a 
beginning has been made on the subject card 
catalog. 

The rent collection, a small collection en- 
tirely separate from ‘the library proper and 
begun as a duplicate fiction collection, has 
been extended in scope. The books are 
rented at the rate of two cents per day. 


Rutland (Vt.) F. L. (22d rpt. — year end- 
ing Feb. 1, 1908.) Added 16,431; total 16,400. 
Issued, home use 62,218. New registration 
716. 

A collection of stereographs containing 
views of the Panama canal, the Grand canyon, 
Switzerland, Mont Blanc, and other views 
has been purchased for the library. 

There has been a slight drop in the per 
cent. of fiction drawn during the year and an 
increase in the number of magazines, French 
books, travel and description, history and 
political and social science. 

In the adult reading room has been started 
a collection of reading room copies of the 
best and latest fiction. During the year a 
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separate children’s catalog has been placed 
in the children’s room. 


San Francisco (Cal.) P. L. (Rpt. — year 
ending June 30, 1908.) Added 13,189; total 
54,317. Issued, home use 465,437 (an increase 
of 33 per cent. over 1907). Total no. of card 
holders 30,065. Receipts $122,957.71; total 
$96,607.42 (books $12,187.43; periodicals 
$1593.91 ; binding $3661.53; printing $1147.94; 
salaries $26,660.13). 

The chief event of the year was the opening 
of the new temporary main library building 
at the southeast corner of Hayes and Frank- 
lin streets on March 1. The building contains 
a fireproof book vault supplied with steel 
stacks having a capacity of about 70,000 
volumes. The building will soon become in- 
adequate for temporary use as a main library, 
but it is built upon a part of the block w hich 
will not be needed at least for a considerable 
number of years for the permanent structure 
and can be utilized for many purposes after 
the latter shall have been erected. 

Arrangements have been made for the re- 
establishment of the branch library at North 
Beach which was to be opened shortly after 
the date of this report. Mr. George T. Clark, 
who was librarian for 13 years, resigned 
early in the past year, and Mr. William R. 
Watson was elected in September, 1907, as 
his successor. 

This report of the library is an encouraging 
one, showing plainly the excellent work that 
has been done since the fire. Four branches 
and six deposit stations have been in opera- 
tion through the year, and in addition the 
main library has been open for the period 
from March 10 to June 30. All the 
branches and stations show an increase over 
last year, one station showing a 68 per cent. 
increase. 

“With more books our circulation would 
undoubtedly have been very much greater, 
for in addition to the larger number of titles 
for our patrons to select from we should have 
been able to again adopt the two card sys- 
tem, allowing each borrower to take out 
two books at a time. .. . With the proposed 
opening of two new branches and several 
deposit stations during the coming year it 
seems not improbable that by the end of next 
June we shall have as many cardholders 
as we had before the fire.” 


Smith College L., Northampton, Mass, Ac- 
cording to press reports the new library build- 
ing at Smith College will be located on 
grounds sloping towards the west and will 
be, therefore, two stories in front and three 
stories in the rear. 

It will have a frontage of 124 feet and a 
depth of 144 feet. On either side of the main 
entrance hall will be situated the standard 
authors’ room and the periodical room, each 
of which will be 50 feet in length and 37 feet 
in width. The entrance hall opens into a 
staircase hall, in which are situated the card 
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catalogs. From the entrance hall a corridor 
12 feet wide leads between two groups of 
bookstacks, of which the are six tiers, into 
the main reading room, 120 feet long by 
37 feet in width. This room extends across 
the entire west front of the building, and is 
lighted by a series of large arched windows 
overlooking the lower portion of the campus. 

The arrangements of the second story are 
practically a duplicate of those of the first, 
the librarian’s office being situated over the 
main entrance, and two large seminar rooms 
taking the place of the standard authors’ 
and periodical rooms below. In the rear is 
another large reading room of the same di- 
mensions of the one below. 

When utilized to its full capacity the build- 
ing will contain accommodations for about 
500 readers and approximately 200,009 books. 

The exterior of the new building will be 
exceedingly simple, the detail being designed 
in the style of the late Italian renaissance 
period; the material will be of local brick, 
of a deep red color, with trimmings of Long- 
meadow stone, with a green slate roof. 

The architects expect that the building 
will be completed at the beginning of the 
next academic year, or about Sept. 1, 1909. 


Springfield (Mass.) City Library Assoc. 
(51st rpt.— year ending May 1, 1908.) Added 
9117; total 159,246. Issued, home use 483,632 
(adult fict. 150,993; juv. fict. 30,146). New 
registration 4228. Receipts $52,782.76; ex- 
penses $35,224.50 (binding $2601.81, printing 
$785.54, salaries $17,714.96, books $7017.13, pe- 
riodicals $1068.08). 

The chief feature of interest has been the 
plans for the new building. “For 12 months 
the competitive plans, submitted by Mr. Ed- 
ward L. Tilton, have been studied and elab- 
orated with a view to perfecting them in all 
details and achieving the highest degree of 
utility. The result, it is hoped, will give the 
people of Springfield a beautiful strueture 
with the best facilities for convenient use. 
The relief afforded by the new library will 
come none too soon. Although some 25,000 
volumes have been withdrawn and discarded 
in the last six years, the collection now in- 
cludes 159,246 volumes, shelved in a building 
that was planned to hold less than half that 
number. During the busy season the tables 
have been so crowded as to repel studious 
readers. Lack of space has retarded the de- 
velopment of the medical library and other 
departments. Although the purchases of new 
books have been materially less than for sev- 
eral years, the shelves are so crowded that it 
is difficult to see where the accessions of the 
coming year are to be accommodated. The 
city is also to have three branch buildings, two 
of which are for the present Indian Orchard 
and Forest Park branches, and will be ready 
probably next fall. 

The work of the various departments of 
the library has been carried on with encour- 
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aging results. There has been a notable in- 
crease in reference work; the methods of the 
accession and order department have been 
simplified. The work of recataloging, owing 
to resignations in the staff, has progressed 
slowly. The co-operation between the schools 
and the library has been especially close and 
productive of good results. 

Westheld, N. Y. Patterson L. The new 
library building was dedicated Aug. 1. It 
was the gift of Miss Hannah Whiting Patter- 
son, who left $100,000 to the town for this 
purpose and to whom the library is a memo 
rial. The library has considerable ground 
space, which by means of terraces, vines and 
colonnade has been much beautified. The ma- 
terials used outside are white marble and 
gray brick with a cut stone foundation and 
basement. Below ground the foundations are 
massive concrete construction, and the floors, 
roof, and inner partitions and walls are of 
reinforced concrete or hollow tile. Metal 
lath is used throughout. The structure is 
thoroughly fire proof. The library is built 
on the radial plan, with a central rotunda 
whose dome is supported by eight large 
Corinthian columns with entablature and cor- 
nice. The desk of the librarian in charge is 
at the center of this rotunda, from which the 
book stacks radiate toward the rear like 
spokes of a wheel. To the front is the en- 
trance with its vestibule flanked on both sides 
by large octagonal readjng rooms and beyond 
these two smaller work-rooms. The book 
room is arranged for two story stacks with 
a translucent glass floor between. For the 
present the lower stacks only have been in- 
stalled. 

The basement includes a large lecture room 
well above ground at the rear, a large room 
for historical collections, a fire proof vault 
and also furnace, coal storage and work 
rooms. An elevator for books runs from the 
basement to the main story. 

The interior cf the library is finished in 
greenbrown oak with green marble mantles 
and base. The floor of the rotunda is white 
marble. The interior color scheme is various 
shades of green and gold. 

Worcester (Mass.) County Law L. (roth 
rpt.— year ending March 6, 1908.) Added 
681; total 25,515; 21,261 books were used by 
2864 readers. 

“The circulation system of this library con- 
tinues to be of great benefit to its patrons. 
The total number of volumes out at one time 
varies from 50 to 100, which is an insignificant 
portion even of our text-books.” 

The library has received many gifts, among 
them a set of the reprint edition of the early 
session laws of Massachusetts,. 1780-1805. 

Appended to the report are some notes on 
the Massachusetts system of law libraries. 


Yale University L. (Rpt.—year ending 
June 30, 1908.) This report, which appears 
as university Bulletin no. 9, ser. 4, for August, 
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1908, covers the work of the library for the 
year indicated and including a report of the 
law library. Linsley Hall, the new building 
given to the university by the late William B 
Ross, has been completed during the past 
year and has been occupied since December, 
1907. Its new fire-proof stack, erected by the 
Art Metal Construction Company, of James 
town, and planned to contain about 400,000 
volumes, “has been partly filled by transier- 
ring to it from other parts of the library 
building such classes of books which for one 
reason or another should at present be most 
accessible The cost of moving these books 
besides the changes made in Chittenden Hall, 
involving the rearrangement of the first and 
second stories, has made the expenses of the 
year unusually heavy 

The second story of Chittenden Hall has 
been fitted up to contain the Linonian and 
Brothers Library. The size of this library 
has been reduced to about one-quarter by 
transfer to other sections of the University 
Library of such books as were not in current 
demand; this floor also accommodates the 
general reading room of the university. 

In Chittenden Hall there is also a circular 
reading room which seats ioo readers, and is 
to be used exclusively for the display of pe- 
riodicals, of which some 700 of the most in 
demand will be at hand. Reading rooms in 
Dwight Hall and Byers Hall are maintained 
chiefly in the interest of the two under- 
graduate departments, and contain the daily 
newspapers and the less scholarly weekly and 
monthly publications. 

The value of co-operation between the work 
of the library and the university is realized 
more keenly each year. “The instruction of 
history in the college centers in the library. 
Not only are the investigations of the ad- 
vanced students carried on there, but the large 
courses depend for success to a great extent 
on the co-operation of the library staff.” 

Reorganization and enlargement of the cat- 
aloging staff has admitted of much necessary 
work upon the library's catalog. Mr. Keogh 
was directed to superintend the new catalog- 
ing operations, and immediately began inves- 
tigations of cataloging methods in the large 
libraries of the country. The catalog of the 
university library needs both to be completed 
and revised according to modern standards. 

This work was begun in October, 1907, and 
there are now about 80,000 cards in the new 
catalog. Some of the improvements of the 
new catalog have already been described in 
last year’s report of the library. The gifts of 
Japanese and Chinese material made by Dr. 
Asakawa to the oriental collections in the 
university library are among the most val- 
uable donations made to the library. “Dr. 
Asakawa returned in the fall trom an 18- 
months’ sojourn in his native land, where he 
acted as the representative of the university 
in securing by gift, exchange or purchase a 
notable collection of Japanese material. To 
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the Japanese collections already in possession 
oft the library, consisting of 717 works in 1351 
rebound volumes, have thus been added 8120 

orks in 3578 rebound volumes, 1741 maps, 
742 photographs and charts, and a number of 
be divided 


scrolls. This new material may 
into two classes, namely, hooks relating to 
Japan’s recent conditions and those bearing 


on the history of Japanese civilization.” 
FOREIGN 

intwerp P. L. In the annual report of the 
public library of Antwerp, according to Tyd- 
schrif. coor Booeck-en Bibliothekwezen, the 
the statement is made that there was great 
increase in attendance and books issued dur- 
ing the last year. The following exhibits 
were held: The printing industry of Antwerp; 
the historical exhibit of the printing art out- 
side of Antwerp; views of old Antwerp; the 
drawings of Antwerp’s artists. The total 
use of the library was 16,461 (number of 
books drawn). Branch libraries exist in the 
fourth and fifth districts. The total number 
of books drawn from the fifth district branch 
was 14,205 

The public library of the city of Groningen 
received a valuable addition to the library 
in the shape of a gift, a collection of pam- 
phlets, from a prominent minister of the Re- 
formed church in the Netherlands 

The university library of Luik was in- 
creased by 6983 volumes. There were 23,535 
visitors and 32,722 books drawn during the 
year The valuable collection of books, 
pamphlets and other antique works were laid 
open to the public, a separate room being 
devoted to them. 


Christiana, Norway. The Public Library of 
Kristiania (Deichmanske Bibliothek) has just 
issued a topographical subject index to lead- 
ing Norwegian periodicals, under the title: 
Register til en del norske tidsskrifter. I To 
pografi. (Kra., 1908. 8°. vi, 192 p.) The 
index deals exclusively with Norwegian to- 
pography. It is well arranged and as a whole 
compares favorably with its prototype, Poole’s 
Index. The librarian, Mr. Nyhuus, an- 
nounces a continuation dealing with the bio- 
graphical material in the same magazines, 
in case the interest taken in the present vol 
ume shall justify the work. 


Croyden (Eng.) P. Ls. 
ending March 31, 1908.) 
59.189. Issued, home use 469,763. 
tion 13,7904. 

The library’s need of a children’s room is 
still unfilled, but it is hoped that additional 
accommodation may soon be had for this 
purpose. The issues from the school libraries 
during the year have amounted to 94,708, an 
increase on the preceding year of 9252. The 
issues from the Central reference library were 
48,089 volumes and 1627 illustrations. The 
report includes the eigth annual report of the 
joint Public Library of upper Norwood 


(1oth rpt. — year 
Added 4346; total 
Registra- 
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(Croyden and Lambeth) and the report of 
the chief librarian of the annual meeting of 
the Library Association at Glasgow in 1907. 


Croyden and Lambeth (Eng.) Upper Nor- 
wood P. L. (8th rpt.— 1907-1908 in 19th 
annual rpt. of Croyden Libraries Committee, 
p. 60-65.) Added 575 to lending department. 
Issued from lending and reference depart- 
ments 68,444. Number of borrowers 2017. 

“The news room continues to be appreciated 
by all classes of the residents of the neigh- 
borhood and full advantage is taken of the 
newspapers and periodicals supplied. There 
has been an average attendance of 1300 per 
day to this room, the accommodation of which 
is occasionally severely taxed, especially 
towards the end of the week, when the new 
periodicals are published.” 

Liverpool (Eng.) P. Ls., Museums and Art 
Gallery. (55th rpt.— 1907.) Added, lendin 
lib, and branches 4867; total 137,627. Issued, 
lending libs. and reading rooms, 2,836,213. 
New cards issued 22,000; total number of 
cards in use 40,837. Newspaper readers 
1,543,606. 

A new branch library for Garston is now 
in the course of erection and it promises 
to be both ornamental and convenient, and 
land has been purchased for a proposed new 
library for Walton and Fazakerley. 

“The Libraries Committee is giving cordial 
support to the journal which the National 
Home Reading Union is endeavoring to es- 
tablish with a view of directing the readers 
of public libraries to the best books and of 
guiding them in their reading generally.” 

Detailed tabular statistics of the work of 
the various libraries are given and a list of 
donations and free lectures that have been 
held in the libraries during the year. 

A brief account is given of the foundation 
of the Liverpool Botanic Garden, which up to 
the present time was closely connected with 
the library. A botanical library was estab- 
lished in connection with the Garden at an 
early date and these volumes have now been 
transferred to the reference librarv of the 
Liverpool Public Libraries. 


London Libraries. Baker, Ernest A. Use of 
public libraries. (In the Nation (London), 
Aug. 29, 1908. 3:768-760.) 


In this article: Mr. Baker reveals the libra- 
ry’s situation in England with special refer- 
ence to London. He states that of the six 
hundred and odd members of the Library 
Association of the United Kingdom perhaps 
one-third are actually librarians, the others 
being made up of delegates of public library 
authorities, committeemen and others inter- 
ested in the establishment of a national sys- 
tem of libraries. With reference to the situ- 
ation in London Mr. Baker makes an earnest 
appeal for greater co-operation. He states 
that English libraries at the present day re- 
main what they have always been, a number 
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of isolated institutions working, it is true, for 
a common object, but with no official appa- 
ratus for concerted effort. This has resulted 
in a great overlapping and waste of energy, 
and with reference to the libraries of London 
he states that it is doubtful whether they 
are hampered more by the lack of funds than 
by lack of co-ordination. There are at the 
present time in that city 79 lending libraries 
financed out of rates. These have a total 
stock of over 800,000 volumes averaging more 
than 10,000 volumes apiece. 


New South Wales P. L., Sydney. (36th 
rpt.— 1907.) Added 7357; total 186, 066. 
Issued, home use 102,318. Number of bor- 
rowers 8133; reference room attendance 
159,469. Receipts £10,350 10s. 8d.; expenses 
£9323 Is. 11d. 

“During the year 309 boxes containing 
14,027 volumes were sent to 134 country cen- 
ters; 29 boxes containing 1121 volumes to 
14 different lighthouses along the coast of 
this state; also 68 boxes containing 2393 vol- 
umes to 40 branches of the Public Schvol 
Teachers’ Association. Besides these boxes 
of books sent out to groups of stvdents in the 
country, 859 volumes have been forwarded 
through the post to 185 individual students 
resident in the outlying country districts, of 
whom 60 per cent. were public school teach- 
ers. The books in every instance were of 
an educational or scientific nature. The trus- 
tees are confident when this branch of their 
work becomes more generally known that it 
will develop into an important factor in the 
education of the people and become the means 
of disseminating useful knowledge in parts 
of the state, which could not be reached in 
other way.” 

y the death of David Scott Mitchell, the 
library received the whole of his collection of 
books, manuscripts, coins, medals, etc., valued 
at £100,000, together with a bequest of £70,000 
in cash for the maintenance of the library. 
The new library building is to have a special 
wing for this collection known as the Mitchell 
wing, and this is now practically completed. 

It is interesting to note that results of 
stock-taking at the close of the year showed 
that 62 volumes were missing from the refer- 
ence library and that the total of volumes 
lost or stolen from the library since its foun- 
dation 39 years ago numbers 655. 


Porto Rico Libraries. It is stated in a 
comparatively recent issue of the New York 
Times that the Commissioner of Education 
for Porto Rico has come to the United States 
for the purpose of arousing interest in public 
libraries for this island. The conditions in 
Porto Rico, according to the statement in the 
Times, are described as follows: 

“The more formal educational work of the 
Porto Ricans is carried -on through the De- 
partment of Education, which maintains about 
1800 schools in perhaps half as many centers 
of population, enrolling roughly 100,000 pu- 
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pils. The vast majority of these pupils are 
in rural schools, and continue their education 
only through the third grade. At the com- 
pletion of this term — during which they have 
only mastered the rudiments of reading, 
writing and arithmetic— they are returned to 
a life entirely devoid of educational inspira- 
tion and without means of continuing their 
education, 

“There are scores and perhaps hundreds 
of villages in the island which do not contain 
a single printed page except those of the 
text. books used by the children in the schools, 
which are owned by the Department of Edu- 
cation, and which may not be retained after 
the school years are over.” 

The plan outlined by the commissicn is the 
establishment in each of the rural school dis- 
tricts of a simple library, the books of which 
may be taken out both by the students and 
by other residents. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
Farrcuitp, Mrs. Salome Cutler. Function of 
“the library. Desk card 5x7% in. S. C. 
Fairchild, Albany, N. Y. 10 c. apiece; 14 
cards for $1. 


The cards are printed at the Riverside 
Press, under the supervision of Mr. Bruce 
Rogers. 


Gifts and Bequests 


Americus, Ga. The directors of the Amer- 
icus Carnegie Library have been notified, it is 
stated, that the sum of $20,000 given by An- 
drew Carnegie for the new building has been 
deposited and is subject to check as the work 
upon the building progresses. Building plans 
have been accepted by the local association 
and work is to be entered upon at once. 


Minot, N. D. It is stated that Andrew Car- 
negie has signified his willingness to donate 
$25,000 to the city for a public library build- 
ing, provided a site is furnished and steps 
taken for the permanent maintenance of the 
library. The city council has appropriated 
$4500 for the maintenance for the next year, 
and it is expected that the new building will 
then be constructed. 

Little Rock (Ark.) P. L. By the will of 
the late Mrs. Sarah Henley property was left 
to the library of about $2000 in value. But 
there are complications connected with the 
bequest, and it is necessary for the board of 
trustees to raise $150 to redeem the property 
and make it available for the library. 

Walton, N. Y. William B. Ogden F. L. 
By the will of the late Dr. Tiffany, of New 
York, the library receives the sum of $25,000, 
the income of which is to be used for the 
purchase, repair and binding of books and 
pamphlets for the library and to be known as 
the Julia Wheeler Tiffany endowment fund. 
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Librarians 


Baitey, Mr. Louis J., B.L.S.. New York 
State Library School, 1906, has resigned his 
position as assistant in the Copyright Division 
of the Library of Congress, to become libra- 
rian of the Public Library, Gary, Ind. 


3ascom, Miss Elva L., B.L.S., New York 
State Library School, 1901, has resigned her 
position as assistant in the Reference Section 
of the New York State Library, to accept the 
editorship of the A. L. A. Booklist. 


Bett, Miss Marian C., has resigned her 
position in the Bryn Mawr College Library, 
to accept a position in the University of Ne- 
braska. 


CatHoun, Miss Helen V., formerly in the 
University of Illinois Library, has been ap- 
pointed to the librarianship of Whitney, Ind 


CHAMPLIN, Miss Mabel, has been appointed 
librarian of Newark, N. Y. 


Craver, Harrison W., has been appointed 
as librarian of the Carnegie Library of Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., to succeed Mr. Hopkins, who re- 
signed his post on Sept. 1. Mr. Craver has 
been connected with the library for eight years 
in the capacity of technology librarian 


DinsMmoor, Miss Kate E., B.L.S., New York 
State Library School, 1907, has resigned her 
position as cataleger at Purdue University, to 
take charge of the reference and loan depart- 
ments of the Rosenberg Library, Galveston, 
Tex. 

Drake, Miss Jeannette M., has resigned her 
position as librarian of Jacksonville, Ill, to 
accept the position of librarian cf the Oregon 
Library Commission. 


Extts, William, former librarian of Nor- 
wich University Library, has resigned and 
gone to accept a similar position in a western 
university library. Miss Bessie Silverthorn 
has been appointed librarian to succeed Mr. 
Ellis. 


Goss, Miss Edna L., resigned her position 
in the Bryn Mawr College Library, to accept 
a position in the John Crerar Library, Chi- 
cago. 

Hittts, Miss Julia E., New York State Li- 
brary School, 1905-6, has resigned her position 
as assistant in the New York State Library, 
to become children’s librarian at the Leonard 
Branch of the Brooklyn Public Library 


Jennincs, Miss Bessie H., has been ap- 
pointed to a position as assistant in the Bryn 
Mawr College Library. 


Kennepy, Miss Helen T., who for the last 
two years has been at Kewanee, IIL, trans- 
ferring the old library into its new building, 
has resigned her position to begin work with 
the Wisconsin Library Commission. 
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Kipper, Mrs, Ida A., has been appointed 
librarian of the Oregon Agricultural College, 
at Corvallis, Ore. 

MANN, Miss Alice, has resigned her posi- 
tion in the Iowa State Library Commission, to 
accept the position of librarian of the Ke- 
wannee (Ill.) Library. 

Murray, Nicholas, librarian at Johns Hop- 
kins University, resigned his position on Oct. 
1. He is 67 years of age and had been con- 
nected with the university since its founda- 
tion. He is to be succeeded by M. L. Raney, 
the assistant librarian. 

Situ, George Dana, has accepted the po- 
sition of librarian of the public library of 
Burlington, Vt., and has resigned his position 
in the Watkinson Library of reference of 
Hartford, Conn. 

THorne, Elizabeth G., has resigned her po- 
sition as librarian of the Port Jervis (N. Y.) 
Free Library, to accept the position of li- 
brarian at the Kingston City Library, King- 
ston, N. Y. Her resignation will take effect 
Nov. 1. 

Tonner, Miss Isabel L.. New York State 
Library School, 1907-08, has been appointed 
cataloger of the Public Library of the District 
of Columbia, Washington. 

Watter, Mr. Frank K., M.A., B.L.S., direc- 
tor’s assistant, New York State Library, has 
been appointed vice-director of the Library 
School, to succeed Mr. J. I. Wyer, Jr. Mr. 
Walter assumed his new duties Oct. 1. 


Cataloging and Classification 


Carnecre Liprary oF Pittspurcn. Classified 
catalogue of the Library of Pittsburgh, 
1902-1906. 2 v. 2019 p. O. Pittsburgh, 
1908. 

V. 1 contains General works, Philosophy, 
Religion, Sociology, Philolagy, Natural sci- 
ence, Useful arts, Fine arts, Literature; v. 2 
contains English fiction, Fiction in foreign 
languages, History and travel, Biography, Au- 
thor index, Subject index. 

These two bound volumes form the second 
series of the classified catalog, unbound parts 
having appeared previously in pamphlet form 
in five instalments. The first series appeared 
in three volumes, April 11, 1907, and covered 
the period from the foundation of the library 
to July 1, 1902. A change of type, made by 
the library at that date, was the cause for 
ending the first series of the catalog in the 
middle of a year. This second series begins, 
therefore, with the middle of the year 1902 
and brings the work to the end of 1906. This 
catalog is a valuable bibliography and desir- 
able reference book for libraries. 


Cuicaco (Jil.) Municipat Lrprary  Cata- 
logue, 1908; comp. and issued by the Bureau 
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of Statistics and Municipal Library. Chi- 


cago, 1908. 149 p. O. 
An alphabetico-classed catalog with second- 
ary alphabetical arrangement under author. 


Enocu Pratt Free Lisrary or BALTIMORE 
City. Finding list: Central library. 7th 
ed. pt. 1, English prose fiction, including 
fairy tales. Baltimore, 1908. 383 p. O. 

A catalog with two alphabets, one for the 
author and one for the title list. 

Foucuer, L. C., comp. Poems for boys and 
girls of the graded schools; a selected list. 
Fort Wayne, Ind., 1908. unp. 5 c. 

This list is compiled for use of teachers, 
and purposes to include such poems as are 
suitable to be read in the classroom. 


Hasster, Harriot E., comp. Graded list of 
stories for reading aloud; compiled for the 
Public Library Commission of Indiana, 
1908. 34 p. O. 

This graded list for reading aloud has been 
prepared for use in the school room. The list 
includes stories and some poems and gives 
brief annotations that add to the value of the 
list. Besides a list for graded schools there 
is a list for the kindergarten and a list for 
ungraded schools, as well as an author and 
title index. 

INDIANAPOLIS PusLic Liprary. List of books 
for juvenile readers; [compiled for the Ju- 
venile Court.] 24 p. O. 

New York State Lrprary. 
blind. Finding list; supplement July, 
to July, 1908. 

This is a classified list ; the books published 
by the New York State Library are starred. 
A price list is included. 


Bibliograpby 


Library for the 
1905, 


ArcHITECTURE, EccLestasticAL. Bumpus, T. 
Francis. The cathedrals and churches of 
northern Italy, their history and their ar- 
chitecture; together with much of interest 
concerning the bishops, rulers, and other 
personages identified with them. Bost., L. 
C. Page & Co., 1908. c. 403 p. pls. D 
(Cathedral ser.) cl., $2.50, boxed. 
Bibliography (1 p.). 

ARTS AND CRAFTS, MepievaLt. Addison, Mrs. 

Julia De Wolf Gibbs. Arts and crafts in the 

middle ages: a description of medieval 

workmanship in several of the departments 
of applied art, together with some account 


- 
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of special artisans in the early Renaissance. 

Bost., L. C. Page & Co. 1908 c¢. 19+ 

378 p. il. pls. O. cl. $3, boxed. 

Bibliography (3 p.). 
Bone-MaArRow. Dickson, W. 

M.D. The bone-marrow: a 

study; forming an introduction to the nor- 

mal and pathological histology of the tissue, 
more essentially with regard to blood for- 
mation, blood destruction, etc.; together 
with a short account of the reactions and 
degeneraticns of the issue in disease; with 
col. plates and microscopical photographs 
by R. Muir. N. Y., Longmans, Green & 

Co., 1908. 12+160 p. il. F. *$12 net. 

Bibliography (5 p.). 

Caxton Press. It is announced that the 
Bibliographical Society of America will begin 
printing in a few weeks a new “Census of 
Caxtons,” by Seymour de Ricci, of 22 Avenue 
Henri Martin, Paris, a foreign member of 
the society. The volume will contain a full 
account of every known copy of every book 
from Caxton’s press, including fragments. 
The copies will be traced from sale to sale, 
with descriptions of bindings, imperfections, 
and size (in millimetres). Mr. Ricci has been 
able to discover between two and three hun- 
dred copies not mentioned in Blade’s work. 
But he says that although he has had the 
assistance of such expert bibliographers as 
E. Gordon Duff and B. Quaritch, he cannot 


E. Carnegie, 
cytological 


hope to have registered every Caxton lurking 


in small libraries or private collections. He 

therefore asks information in regard to stray 

copies, or present owners of any Caxtons or 
fragments which have appeared in recent 
sales. 

CHEMISTRY, PRACTICAL AND EXPERIMENTAL. 
Lee, Edwin. A text-book of experimental 
chemistry, (with descriptive notes,) for stu- 
dents of general inorganic chemistry; with 
57 illustrations. Phil., P. Blakiston’s Son 
& Co., 1908. c. 20+17-433 p. il. tabs., O. 
cl., *$1.50 net. 

Reference books (3 p.). 

CATHOLIC LITERATURE, Trenton (N. J.) Pub- 
lic Library. Catholic catalogue, including 
Catholic authors and also certain works of 
Protestant authors which have some special 
interest for Catholics. Trenton Council, 
no. 355, Knights of Columbus, 1908. (3 p. 

Cuivp stupy. Bibliography of child study for 
the year 1907. Worcester, Mass., Clark 
University Press, 1908. 30 p. O. (Publica- 
tions of the Clark University Library, v. 2, 
no. 6.) 
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EARLY WOODCUTS AND ENGRAVINGS. Molsdorf, 
W. Ein blattdruche des xv. Jahrhunderts: 
Holzschnitte und schrotblaetter aus dem 
Konig]. und Universitats- Bibliothek 
lau, Strassburg, Heitz, 1907. In folio, 14 p. 
+13 pl. 

—— Schreiber, W. L. Ein blattdrucke 
xv. jahrhunderts. Holzschnitte 
jahrhunderts in der kgl. landesbibliothek zu 
Stuttgart. Heitz, 1907. In-8, 
10 p.+7 pl. 

Ein 

Holzschnitte 


3res- 


des 
des Xv. 


Strassburg, 


blattdrucke des xv. jahrhun- 


des xv 


derts. 
in den furstlichen Furstenbergischen samm- 
Strassburg, 


jahrhunderts 


Donaueschingen 
In-folio, 14 p.+-20 pl. 


lungen zu 

Heitz, 1907. 
ELIZABETHAN DRAMA. Gildersleeve, V. C. 

Government regulation of the Elizabethan 

drama. N. Y., Macmillan, 1908. 7-+-259 p. 

il. col. maps, 8°, (Columbia University stud- 

ies in English.) cl., *$1.25 net. 

FIFTEENTH CENTURY Peddie, R. A. 
Fifteenth century books: an author index. 
(Jn the Library World, first instalment in 
August number, p. 46-53.) 

The object of this index catalog is to give 
in the shortest possible form under the au- 
thor’s name or other heading (as a general 
rule following Hain’s usage in this matter), 
the whole of the editions of the work. 

GAS AND OIL ENGINES. Haverhill ( Mass.) 
Public Library. Useful arts bulletin, no. 8: 
Books on gas and oil engines, September, 
1908. 

GortHE, Johann Wolfgang. 
Dorothea; ed. for the use 
notes and vocabulary by Waterman T: 
Hewett. N. Y., American Book Co., [1908.] 
386 08S. ch, Coc. 

Bibliography (7 p.). 

GOVERNMENT. Moran, T. Fs. The theory 
and practice of the English government. 
New ed. N. Y., Longmans, Green & Co., 
1908. c. 03. 379 p. D. cl., **$1.20 net 
Bibliographical note (9 p.). 


ROOK S. 


Hermann und 
of students, with 


Lanp AND Frencu Orient. Goluborich, 
R. P. G. Biblioteca bio-bibliografica della 
Terra santa e del l’oriente francescano. 
Florence, Collegio di S. Bonaventura, 1906. 
In-8. 8+479 p. (v. 1.) 

LosT AND UNKNOWN BooKS. Delpy, A. Essai 
d'une biblicgraphie spéciale des livres per- 
dus, ignorés ou connus a l'état d’exemplaire 
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unique. v. 1. (A.-G.) Paris, Darel, 1906. 
In-8. 162 p. 
IMPORTANT SALES CATALOGS 

Qvaritcn, Bernard. A catalogue of books 

printed during the fifteenth and sixteenth 

centuries. Part 1, comprising examples of 

xylography, Low countries and Italy; [and] 

typography, Germany. London, 1908. 


p. O. 
INDEXES 

Fietcuer, W. I, ed. The annual library in- 
dex. 1907; including periodicals, American 
and English; essays, book-chapters, etc., 
bibliographies, necrology, and index to dates 
of principal events; ed., with the co-opera- 
tion of members of the American Library 
Association. N. Y., Office of The Publish- 
ers’ Weekly, 1908. c. 7+392 p. O. cl, 
$3.50 net. 


Hotes and Queries 


OPEN ACCESS VERSUS INDICATOR 


The following circular with regard to cir- 
culation statistics of English libraries may be 
of interest to librarians in the United States: 

“A paragraph has been going the round of 
the London Provincial press stating that all 
the municipal libraries worked on the open 
access system issue nearly one million books 
less per annum than a similar number of li- 
braries arranged for the indicator system. 
The Library World has made an exhaustive 
enquiry into this statement and finds that it 
is incorrect, the fact being that when 30 open 
access libraries are measured against 30 indi- 
cator libraries in towns of the same size, the 
result is that the open access libraries issue 
673,000 volumes more per annum. The compar- 
ative statement as to Croydon and East Ham 
is almost erroneous, being based upon popu- 
lation figures, which are exceedingly mis- 
leading. Instead of East Ham issuing more 
volumes per person than Croydon, as stated 
in the paragraph in question, the real figures 
are Croydon 2.48 against East Ham 2.34. The 
table published in the Library World for 
September gives a complete answer to those 
misrepresentations concerning the work of 
English open access libraries.” 


Library Calendat 


OCTOBER 


12-14. Illinois L. A. 12th annual meeting, 
Galesburg. 

Program includes “Out of the old library iato 
the new,” by A. E. Felt; “The problem of 
public documents in Illinois,” by C, B. Ro- 
den; “The children’s hour,” by Ada Whit- 
comb; “‘Who’s who in the library,” by J. L. 
Woodruff; “The things that matter,” by Mrs. 
H. L. Elmendorf; “ women’s clubs,” by 


Carrie B. Sheldon; “What does the great 
sphinx on 8 by Dr. J. A. Seibert; “Fiction 
in the public library,” by Dr. Edward Bum- 
rdner; “Libraries in the Philippines,” by 
yrena McKee; “The public library and the 
schools,” by M. E. Barlow. 
15. L. I. L. C. Brooklyn P. L. 
Sygebere, F. C. Hicks, J. A. Rathbone, K. E. 
Barry. 


15-16. Missouri L. A. Moberly. 
15-17. Kansas L. A. 8th annual meeting, 


Kansas City, Kansas. 

Program: “The public library as an invest- 
ment,” by H, E. Miner; “Report of the 
A, L. A. meeting,” by Marian Glenn; 
work of a library commission,” by H. E. 
Legler; “Report of Library organizer,” by 
A. D. Dickinson; The library and individu 
alizing duty of the library,” by G. E. Vin- 
cent; “Bugbears and how to cvercome them,” 
y N. E. Parham; “An illustrated talk on 
mending books,” by Mrs, E. D. Pertil; “Li. 
braries in state institutions,” by Miriam 
Carey; “The department of public instruc- 
tion and school libraries,” by F. G. Blair; 
“What siall the do the coming 
year,” by Mrs, L. L. Powell; also sectional 
meetings for Trustees, Smal] libraries, Col 
lege and normal schools. Ape 

16-17. Keystone State Library Association, 


Wilkes-Barré, Pa. 

Round tables: Circulating department work, 
conducted by Miss Jessie Welles, Carnegie 
Library, Pittsburgh; and Small libraries, 
conducted by Miss Helen U. Price, of the 
State Commission. Library work with for- 
eigners and books for them; Normal school 
libraries; (special topics); Addresses by F. 
P. Hill and Homer Greene; stereopticon 
lectures on bookplates by Charles Dexter 


Allen. 
20-21. Nebraska L. A. Hastings. 14th an- 
nual meeting. 

Addresses by Mrs. H. L. Elmendorf and Dr. 
F. M. Fling. Topics: Library advertising: 
Pook repairs; Cataloging; Work with chil- 
dren; ook selection; Library supplies; 

desk and statistics; Binding; Book 
buying for small libraries; Reference books 
for small libraries; Library legislation for 
Nebraska. 
22-23. Indiana L. A. Richmond. 17th annual 
mecting. 

Program includes, Oct. 22: President's address, 
by Harlow Lindley, Earlham College Libra- 
hy; “The library and publicity,” by Marilla 
Freeman, Free Public Library, Louisville, 
Ky.; and addresses by Ada L. Bernhardt, 

orrison-Reeves Library, Richmond and 
Hon. W. D. Foulke, Richmond. Ost, - 
Addresses by N. C. Hodges, Cincinnati 
L.; “College and public libraries,” H. S. 
Wedding, Wabash College L.; “Story telling 
in libraries,” Laura C. Foucher, Fort 
Wayne P. L. 
23. N. J. L. A. Montclair. Annual meet- 


ing. 
29. Connecticut L. A. Winsted. Gilbert 
School Library. 
30. Western Mass. L. C. South Deerfield 
fall meeting. 
Address Dr. Ballantine, of International 
= A. training school. 
NCVEMBER. 
4-6. Ohio L. A. Cincinnati. 
6-7. North Dakota. Library Association 
state meeting. 
12-13. —— L. A. 2d meeting. Frank- 
ort. 
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READING FOR FARMERS 


SELECTIONS FROM 


PUBLISHERS’ LISTS 


MUNN & CO., 361 Broadway, New York 


THE NEW AGRICULTURE 


A popular outline of the changes which are revolutioniz- 


ing the method of farming and the events of farm life. 
By T. Bayarp 1amo, 374 pages, ro6 illus- 
trations. Cloth, price $2 oo. 

Descriptive circular on application 


JOHN LANE COMPANY 


110-114 West 32d St., New York 
THE COUNTRY HANDBOOKS. A Series 


of Illustrated Practical Handbooks Dealing with 

Country Life. (64ex4inches.) Bound in 

cloth. $1.00 net per volume. Postage ¢ cents each 
RECENT ISSUES 

The Small Holding. By F. E. Green. 

The Vet Book. By Frank T. Barton. 


HANDBOOKS OF PRACTICAL GARDEN- 
ane. Cloth. $1.00 net per volume. Postage 8 cents 
each, 

The Book of Fern Culture. 

The Book of the Pansy, Viola and 
Violet. 

The Book of the Cottage Garden. 


NEW AND RECENT BOOKS 


PUBLISHED BY 


ORANGE JUDD C0., 439 Lafayette st, 


BOOK OF WHEAT. P. T. Dontincer t, $2.00 
ny OF AGRICULTURE. 

FARM MACHINERY AND FARM morons. 

PRINCIPLES OF SOIL FERTILITY. 

AGRICULTURE THROUGH THE LABORA, 
AND SCHOOL GARDEN. Jackson & 
CEREALS IN AMERICA. Thos. F. Howr.... 1.75 
FORAGE AND Tuos. F. Hunt.. 1 75 
C. W. 1.25 
RURAL SCHOOL AGRICULTURE. C. W. Davis. 1.00 
THE BOOK OF ALFALFA D. Cosurn. 2.00 
inJunious TO VEGETABLES. F. 
oe 1.50 
AMERICAN FRUIT CULTURIST. Tnowas, 
FIRST LESSONS IN DAIRVING. H. Vax 
0.50 

FARMERS? CYCLOPEDIA OF LIVE ‘stock’ 

weox & 5-50 
PRACTICAL ‘DAIRY BACTERIOLOGY. H. 
PROFITABLE DAIRVING. Pree 
DISEASES OF SWINE. Dr. R.A Craic......... 0.75 
FEEDING pane ANIMALS. Suaw.... 2.00 
STUDY OF EDS. Tuomas Suaw............. 1.50 
TESTING MICK. MODERN METHODS OF. L. 

ANIMAL BREEDING. Tuomas Snaw............ 1.50 
MAKING POULTRY PAY ax Cc. 1.00 
POULTRY ARCHITECTURE 4G. B. Fiske...... 0.50 
POULTRY ~ AND HANDICRAFT. 


SE ND FOR CA TALOG 

Our descriptive catalog (36 pages) containing detailed 
descriptions of all the best books on rural topics will be 
ent free of charge to all applying for the same. 


HENRY HOLT & COMPANY 


34 W. 33d Street, New York 


A Lord of Lands. By Ramsey Benson. 
Does for the humble workingman what the “* Fat of 
the Land” did for the well-to-do. Appeals instantly 


and throughout its entire length to the lover of out 
door life."—Boston Transcript. $1.50 


AMERICAN NATURE SERIES 
**Readable books of high authority. 
American Insects. By VerRNon L. 


The most sumptuous and comprehensive one volume 
work on the subject. Special attention to insect pests, 
etc. 812 figures, colored plates. $>5.co net 


North American Trees. By NArHanie. 
Lorp Britton, Describesall kinds of treesknown 


to grow independently ofcultivationin North America, 


north of the West Indies and Mexico, illustrating the 
characters of foliage, flowers, and fruit by drawings, 
with photographs of most species. The relationship 
of native and naturalized species to those of foreign 
parts, the useful products of trees, and their horti- 
cultural features are discussed, With keys for identi- 
fication, glossary of botanical terms used, and a 
29 page index. 775 illustrations. $7.00 net. 

**An elaborate description and classification of the ut- 

most scientific value.”— World To-liay 


Nature and Health. Ky Epwarp Curtis, 
M.D. Sensible advice on the care of the person and 
the home with detailed suggestions for country house 
_sanitation, etc. $. 25 net. 


BUILDING A HOME 


By H. W. Desmond and H. W. Frohne 


The Book is essentially useful ; the pictures, of which 
there are over roo, show actual results which have been 
achieved—the plans are to scale and in every respect the 
book isthe most valuable volume yet published on this 
most popular of subjects. The cost of the houses treated 
ranges from $5,000 to $25,o00o—and the suggestions are 
most helpful for the person who desires to build a home 
of moderate proportions. 

Size, 6x9. 220 Pages. 100 Illustrations, Plans, 
Specifications. Net, $1.80. 
Send for Circular 


The Baker & Taylor Co., Union on Square, N.Y, 


PUBLISHERS OF BOOKS CONCERNING 


HORSES, CATTLE, DOGS 


An Important Ad Other Domestic The Produc- 
tion and 


New Book; Animals. Yandling of 


Complete, Send for Catalogues Mik by 
Practical and any information low, M.D. 


Authoritative desired. $2.50 postpaid 


WILLIAM R. JENKINS CO. 
851 & 853 Sixth Ave., (cor. 48th St... NEW YORK 
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BOOKS FOR FARMERS Continued. 


JOHN WILEY & SONS, Publishers 


43 and 45 East 19th Street, New York 


American Horticultural Manual. In 
Two Parts. Part I. Comprising the Leading Princi- 
ples and Practices connected with the Propagation, 
Culture, and Improvement of Fruits, Nuts, Orna- 
mental Trees, Shrubs, and Plants in the United States 
and Canada. By J. L. Bupp, Professor Emeritus in 
Horticulture in the lowa State College of Agricul- 
ture. Assisted by N. E. Hansen, Professor in the 
South Dakota Agricultural College. 1amo, xx + 417 
pages, ro7 figures. Cloth, $1.5 


Systematic Pomology. Being Part II 
of American Horticultural Manual, giving a Descrip 
tion of the Fruits in Cultivation, largely planted in 
the varied parts of the United States and Canada, 
together with those of special promise in local parts. 
By Professor J. L Bupp. Assisted by Professor 
N. E. Hansen, Professor in the South Dakota Agri- 
cultural College. t2mo, xi +491 pages. Cloth, $1.50. 


The Principles of Modern Dairy 
Practice. Froth a Bacteriological Point of View. 
By Gista Grorenre ct, President Mustiala Agricul- 
tural College, Finland. Authorized American Edi- 
tion by F. W. Woll, Assistant Professor of Agricul- 
tural Chemistry. University of Wisconsin. Third 
Edition, Revised. 12mo, vi + 286 pages, 32 figures. 
Cloth, $2.00. 


Landscape Gardening as Applied to 
Home Decoration. By Samver T. Maynarn, 
Professor of Botany and Horticulture at the Massa- 
chusetts Agricultural College, Botanist to the 
Massachusetts State Board of Agriculture, Secretary 
of the Massachusetts Fruit-growers’ Association, 
etc. remo, xvi-+-338 pages, 168 figures, including 
many fullpage half-tones. Cloth, $1.50. 


A Handbook for Farmers and Dairy- 
meu. By F. W. Wort, Assistant Professor of 
Agricultural Chemistry, University of Wisconsin. 

. With the assistance of well-known specialists. 
Fifth Edition Thoroughly Revised. 16mo, xv + 488 
pages, illustrated. Cloth, $1.50. 


Principles of American Forestry. By 
Samuet B. Green, Professor of Horticulture and 
Forestry, University of Minnesota; Member of the 
Forest Reserve Board of the State of Minnesota; 
Author of ** Forestry in Minnesota.”’ r2mo, xiii+ 334 
foges. 73 figures, including many half-tones. Cloth. 

1.50. 


Insects Injurious to Staple Crops. 
By E. Dwicur Sanperson, B S. Agr., Entomologist, 
Delaware College Agricultural Experiment Station ; 
Associate Profeesor of Zoology, Delaware College. 
1amo, x+2095 pages, 162 figures, including many 
half-tones. Cloth, $1.50. 


How to Lay Out Suburban Home 
Grounds. By Herserr J. Kettaway. &8vo, 
xii-+112 pages, including 38 halftone plates and 15 
plansand maps. Cloth, $2.00. 


The Principles of Animal Nutrition. 
With Special Reference to the Nutrition of Farm 
Animals. By Henny Prentiss Armssy, Ph.D., 
Director of the Pennsylvania State College Agricul- 
tural Experiment Station ; Expert in Animal Nutri- 
tion, United States Department of Agriculture. 8vo, 
vii + 614 pages. Cloth, $4.00. 


Engineering for Land Drainage. A 
Manual for Laying Out and Constructing Drains 
for the Improvement of Agricultural Lands. By 
Cuartes G. C.E., Mem. Am. C.E., Author 
of “ Practical Farm Drainage."’ 12mo, viii-+ 232 
pages, 41 figures. Cloth, $1.50. 


Practical Farm Drainage. A Manual 
for Farmer and Student. By Cuarirs Gtieason 
Ex.uiorrt, C.E., Chief Drainage Engineer and Chief 
of Drainage avenneneee U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. Second edition rewritten. 12mo, 

ix + 189 pages, 46 figures. Cloth, $1.50. 


JOHN WILEY & SONS.—Continued. 


Principles and Practice of Butter- 
making. A Treatise on the Chemical and Physi- 
cal Properties of Milk and its Components; the 
Handling of Milk and Cream, and the Manutacture 
of Butter therefrom. By G. L. McKay, Professor 
in Dairying, lowa State College, Ames, lowa, and 
C Larsen, M.S.A., Professor of Dairy Husbandry, 
South Dakota State College of Agriculture. Second 
Edition, Revised and Enlarged. vo, xiii + 4s 
pages, 186 figures. Cloth, $1.so net 


THE McCLURE COMPANY, New York 


THE VEGETABLE GARDEN. By Iva D. 
Benxetr. A book by an enthusiast, thoroughly up- 
to-date and full of the most practical information. 
Besides dealing fully with the various vegetables that 
form the staple of the small garden, the book has ex 
cellent chapters on fertilizers, insecticides, and garden 
tools. Postpaid, $1.68; net, $1.50 

THE COUNTRY HOME. By EP. Power. “A 
piece of work which all lovers of rea! life will appreci- 
ate... . It is full of cémmon sense and practical ad- 
wice.”"— The /ndependent. Postpaid, $1.60 ; net, $1.50. 

THE FLOWER GARDEN. By iva D. Ben. 
netr. “A clearand concise summary of every possible 
sort of information that might be desired by any one 
integested in gardens ""—Scientific American Post- 
paid, $1.67; net, $1.50. 

THF ORCHARD AYD FRUIT GARDEN. 
By E. P. Power. ‘ This thoroughly practical vol- 
ume embodies all the latest developments, and sums 
up all available information on the selection of fruits."’ 
—Vew York World. Postpaid, $1.68 ; net, $1 so. 


AMERICAN BOOK COMPANY 


New York Cincinnati Chicago 


Goff & Mayne’s First Principles of Agriculture 


80 cents 


The center of interest in this book is the farm, its 
industries, economics, and science. The book has 
bees prepared with special reference both to sim- 
phcity and to scientific accuracy, and is based on 
the ohservation of everyday facts of rural life. The 
reasons are tavght for the more important agricultural 
pperations, and for the phenomena which accom 
pany them. The soil and vegetation are first taken 
up, including such important topics as rotation of 
crops, the parasites of plants, seed testing, animals 
that destroy insects, and the improvement of plants. 
Then follow chapters on dairying, live stock, poultry, 
and bee-keeping Much information useful for ref 
erence is given in brief tables at the end ot the book. 


THE A. I. ROOT CO., Medina, 0 


The only Encyclopedia and unquestioned 
authority on Bee Culture. 

AB Cand X Y Z of Bee Culture. By A. I. 
and E. R. Root, assisted by a staff of writers. 
1908 edition. Cloth, 536 pages, large octavo, 
profusely illustrated. $1.50. 

ABC del’ Apiculture. A French trensia- 
tion of the foregoing. Cloth, 535 pp., $2.00. 

ABC der Bienenzucht. A German trans- 
lation. Paper covers, $2.00 ; Cloth, $2.50. 

Are Bees Reflex Machines? Translated 
from the German. Author, H. v. Buttel- 
Reepen. An experimental contribution t> 
the Natural History of the Honey Bee. 50c. 

For sale by booksellers generally,or direct of publishers 
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BOOKS FOR FARMERS — © ontinued. 


D. VAN NOSTRAND COMPANY 


23 Murray and 27 Warren Sts., Ne wY 


Manures and The 
Manuring. By C. M. AIKMAN. so2 pages. $2.50 


Church’s Laboratory Guide. Eighth 
Edition revised by Epwarp Kincn. 42 illustrations. 


so pages et, $2.50 
The Book of The Dairy. By W. 


FieiscHmMann. Translated by C. M. Aikman and R 
P. Wricur. 5 illustrations. 44 pages....,..€4.00 


A Treatise on Manures. A Practical 
Handbook forthe Agriculturist. By A. KB. Grirrrrns 
Third Edition. 2oillustrations. 453 pages....83.00 


A Manual of Agricultural Chemis- 
try. By H. Second Edition. 1:1 illustrations. 
412 pages , 83.00 


Johnston’s Elements of Agricult- 
ural Chemistry. Nineteenth Edition by ( 
Cameron and C, M. AIkMAN. 482 pages $2. on 


Electricity in Agriculture and Hor- 
tiealture. By S. Lemsrrom. Illustrated. 100 
pages Net, 81.50 


Dairy Laboratory Guide. By C. W. 
Metick. 52 illustrations. 129 pages.....Net,@1.25 


Send for Complete Catalogue 
GROSSET & DUNLAP 
52 Duane Street, New York 
BAILEY, PROF, L. 11. Garden Making: 


Suggestions for the Utilizing of Home Grounds. 
By LH. Baicey, Professor of Horticulture at Cor- 
nell University. With two hundred and fifty illus- 
trations. Price, 75 cents, postpaid. 


HHUNN, C. E., and BAILEY, L. H. The 
Practical Garden Book: Containing the Simplest 
Directions for the Growing of the Commonest Things 
About the House and Garden. Profusely illustrated. 
Price, 75 cents, postpaid 


ELY, HELENA RUTHERFURD. A Wo- 
man’s Hardy Garden. Superbly illustrated with 
49 full-page halftone engravings from photographs 
by Prof. C. F. Chandler. Price, 75 cents, postpaid. 


HALL, BOLTON. Three Acres and Lib- 
erty. Shows the value gained by fatexs/ve culture. 
Should be in the hands of every landholder. Pro- 
fusely illustrated. Price, 75 cents, postpaid. 


HARWOOD, W. S. (and BURBANK, 
LUTHER). Néw Creations in Plant Life: An 
Authoritative Account of the Work of Luther Bur 
bank. With 48 full-page halftone plates. Price, 
75 cents, postpaid 


ROOSEVELT, THEODORE, The Deer 
Family. By Theodore Roosevelt and Others. With 
eight full page halftone illustrations by Carl Rungius 
and Others. And eight Maps showing the kanges 
of the different species. 350 pages. Price, 75 cents, 
postpaid 


BIRD NEIGHBORS: An Introductory 
Acquaintance with 150 Birds Commonly Found in 
the Woods, Fields and Gardens About Our Homes. 
By Nevtye With an Introduction by 
John Burroughs, and many plates of birds in natural 
colors. Large quarto, size 7% x10%. Cloth. Price, 
$1.25, postpaid. 


BIRDS THAT HUNT AND ARE HUNTED: 
Life Histories of 170 Birds of Prey, Game Birds and 
Water-Fow!s By Ni With Intro 
duction of G. O. Shields(Coquina). 24 photographic 
illustrations in color. Large quarto, size 7\% x 10%. 
Cloth. Price, $1.25, postpaid 


NATURE’S GARDEN: An Aidto Knowledge 


of Our Wild Flowers and Their Insect Visitors. 42 
colored plates, and many other illustrations photo- 
dirctly from nature Text by Nextye 

LANCHAN. Large quarto, size 7% x1o0%%. Cloth 
Price, $1.50, postpaid. 


Principles 


Our 


CASSELL & COMPANY, Limited 


43.45 East 19th Street, 


New York 


WRIGHT, LEWIS. 
The New Book of Poultry. With 30 Ex- 


quisite Colored Portraits of Standard Types, several 
plain Plates, and numerous Wood Engravings 
Demy 4to, cloth, net, 
The most complete work 
Advise as to selection, 
hints as to care in disease, 


f its class now published 
lescriptions of all types of fowl, 


etc., elk 


The Practical Poultry Keeper. With 5 
Colored Plates and numerous Illustrations in Text 
Crown vo, net, $1.2 


The Practical Pigeon Keeper. 232 pages 
Crown &vo Fully Illustrated Cloth gilt, net, 
$1.25. 


FULTON, R. 


Book of Pigeons. 
Revised by the Rev. W. F 
page Illustrations. Cr 
Original Edition, with ( 
ous Wood Engravings 
net, $8.00 
The above are catalogued a 

agricultural publishers. 


HASLUCK, PAUL N. Edited by. 
Woodworking: A Book of Tools, [Mate- 


rials, and Processes tor the Handyman. With 
over Illustrations and Working Drawings 
768 pages, royal 8vo, cloth, $2 


Edited by Lewis Wright. 
Lumilev. With Ful 
wn 4to Cloth, met, $4 
lored Platesand numer 
Demy 4to Cloth gilt, 


id sold by the leading 


J. B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 


PHILADELPHIA 


THE SMALL COUNTRY PLACE 
By SAMUEL T. MAYNARD 

A thoroughly practical book, which discusses the 
growing of tarm and garden crops, the care of the horse, 
the cow, poultry, etc. 

Seventy-five illustrations 
numerous line drawings. 
paid, $1.¢ 


ECONOSIIC ENTOMOLOGY 
By JOHN B. SMITH, Sc.D., Second Revised Edition 
This book tells all about the more generally injurious 
insects, and the best methods of de aling with them 
Profusely illustrated. 475 pages) Crown Clotl 


$2.50 net. 
BIRDS IN THEIR RELATIONS TO 
MAN 


By C. M. WEED and N 

Will help maay to understand the circle 
in the two worlds—animal and vegetable 

Lavishly illustrated. Octav: Cloth, $2. s¢ 


MILK HYGIENE 
Translated from the German of C. O. Junsen, by 
Leonarpd Prarson, V.M.D 
A practical treatise on dairy and milk inspection, and 
on the hygienic preduction and handling of milk 
I}ustrated. 8vo. 275 pages. Cloth, net 


OUR TREES HOW TO KNOW THEM 


Photographs from Nature 
By ARTHUR I. EMERSON 
With a guide to their recognition. at any season of the 
year, and notes on their characteristics, distribution and 
culture, by M. Wenn, D.S« 
One hundred and forty illustrations 
1oin. Cloth, $3.co net; postpaid, $3.20 


from photographs. and 
Cloth, $1.50 net; post 


DEARBORN 
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net 


Size, 74 in. x 
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- E have gained the confidence of a 
Library large majority of the librarians 
of the country by our thorough and 

O d efficient manner of handling Library 
T e T S Orders. Public, School, and College 
libraries, wil] find it to their advantage 


to place their orders with us, as we have a larger and more 
complete stock of books than any other house in the country— 
enabling us to give the best service and most satisfactory prices. 


Ae C, MCCLURG & CO. 


THE AMERICAN NEWS COMPANY, 
BOOK DEPARTMENT. 


AVING successfully conducted an extensive Library Depart- 
ment for several years, handling with satisfaction the entire 
library business of some of the largest libraries of the country, we call 
your attention to the elaborate facilities at our disposal, and to the 
prompt and complete despatch of Library orders. A request for 
estimate on any miscellaneous list of publications will receive special 
attention. Books published abroad are secured within a very short 
time after order is placed—our branch houses in London, Paris, Berlin, 
as well as two Canadian houses, enable us to accomplish this. 
We solicit correspondence, and extend a cordial invitation to all 
interested in Free, Public, School, Circulating, or Private Libraries to 
visit our mammoth establishment. 


Yours very respectfully, 
THE AMERICAN NEWS COMPANY, 
39-41 CHAMBERS STREET, New York. 


7, 
} 
| cCCXXX 
) 
i] 
i 
| 


October, 1908] THE LIBRARY JOURNAL ccxxxi 


BERNARD QUARITCH 


11 Grafton Street, New Bond St., London, W. 


Bookseller, Publisher and 
Agent for Public Institutions 


ERNARD QUARITCH would draw attention to the fact that he deals 

not only in rare and costly books, but also in every description of works 

in general literature, science and the arts, and that he is at all times willing to 
undertake the very smallest commissions for customers. 

He has always made a special feature of trying to procure for customers 
any books they may require which may not be in stock, and makes every effort 
to render this important department most efficient. 

Commissions for Auction Sales are faithfully executed, and he is always 
ready to give customers his advice on this or any other subject connected 
with book collecting. 

Catalogues are issued monthly and forwarded to all customers who de- 
sire them. 

BERNARD QUARITCH acts as agent to Learned Societies, Public Libraries 
and Institutions, both for the supply of books as well as for the sale of their 
publications. 


HENRY JOHN BROWN, 


B. F. STEVENS & BROWN, 


American Library and Literary Agents. 


Tus Agency was established in 1864 ter masking Ainednen Public Libraries, Institutions, 
and Book Collectors, with English and Continental Books, Manuscripts, Drawings, Philo- 
sophical Apparatus, etc., at the lowest London prices. 

Special attention is paid to the selection and purchase of rare old books and manuscripts. 
Auction sales are carefully watched and good knowledge kept of the stocks of the old Book- 
sellers of Europe. 

Lists of Desiderata have the best attention and Librarians are respectfully requested to test 
the value of the Agency by sending trial orders or by submitting lists for Estimates for goods to 
be delivered, either free in London or New York, as desired. 

Auction Catalogues when printed in advance and Catalogues issued by Publishers and 
Second-hand Booksellers are mailed to Customers when desired. 

Large shipments are sent by cheapest and quickest route, or as ordered. Small shipment 
are made weekly through our New York Agency, at a minimum of expense and trouble to 
purchasers, or single books are sent by mail on receipt of order. 

Special attention is given to Bindings in all styles. 

Periodicals are supplied either direct by mail from London or by mail from New York 
Agency at lowest rates for prompt and efficient service. Send for Lists. 

Payments may be made either direct to London or in U. S. Currency through our New York 
Agency. 


8. F, STEVENS & BROWN, 4 Trafalgar Square, Charing Cross, London, W.C. 


New York Agency, 45 William Street. 
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DRAWING INKS 
ETERNAL WRITING INK 
ENGROSSING INK 
TAURINE MUCILAGE 
PHOTO-MNOUNTER PASTE 
DRAWING-BOARD PASTE 
LIQUID PASTE 

OFFICE PASTE 
VEGETABLE GLUE, Etc. 


Are the Finest and Best Goods of Their Kind 


Emancipate yourself from the use of corrosive and ill-smelling inks and 
adhesives and adopt the Higgins Inks and Adhesives. They will 
be a revelation to you, they are so sweet, clean and well put up, and 
withal so efficient. They are specially adapted for use in Libraries, 
Schools,-Architects’ and Engineers’ Offices, as well as for general home 
and office use. 

AT DEALERS’ GENERALLY 


CHAS. M. HIGGINS & CO., Manufacturers 
Branches: Chicago and London «-274-: Ninth St.. BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


OUR LIBRARY SERVICE 


We have recently supplemented our service to Libraries, by procuring Out-of-Print 
and Scarce Books, and by importing English Books. 

Our EDUCATIONAL CATALOGUE contains a full list of Supplementary Reading, 
indicating the grade to which each title is adapted. 

Our CLEARANCE CATALOGUE contains overstock at special prices, and an 


alphabetical arrangement by authors of all cheap editions of Recent Popular Fiction and Standard Library 
12M0s in one list 


Our LIBRARY CATALOGUE of 3,500 approved titles, following A. L. A. lines, 
is of great convenience to small libraries. 
Our MONTHLY BULLETIN octices promptly every new book of importance. 


These Catalogues are sent on request 


THE BAKER & TAYLOR CO. 
Wholesale Dealers in the Books of All Publishers 33 East 17th Street, NEW YORK 


a7 and 29 West 23d St. | ham ONS, 24 Bedford St., Strand. 
LIBRARY ACENTS. 


ESSRS,. PUTNAM have peculiar facilities for handling all library business in- 
M telligently and to the best advantage of their customers. 

Their Branch House in London (through which they receive English orders for 
American books) enables them to supply, promptly, English books, without the com- 
mission usually paid by American dealers. 

Their extensive miscellaneous and retail business makes it practicable to buy al! 
books at the lowest prices, to carry a large stock of standard books in a, depart- 
ment of literature, and to keep in touch with the current publications the day. 
Their business experience covers more than half a century. 
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CHIVERS, 


Gold Medal, St. Louis, 1904 Diplome D'Honneur, Liege,1905 Grand Prix, Milan, 1906 


Bookhbinders 


911-913 Atlantic Ave... BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


(Please note change of address from 1242 Fulton St.) 


HE TEST OF GOOD BOOKBINDING is to observe the 
number of issues a book will stand while remaining in clean, 
sound condition. 
IF YOU SUBMIT TO THIS TEST a large number of varying 
kinds of books, the work of different binders, it will be found 
that long after others are completely worn out, those bound 
by CHIVERS can still be re-issued. Chivers’ binding shows 
considerable economy over all others obtainable at any price. 


HAVE YOUR POPULAR BOOKS BOUND, AND 
PURCHASE ALL YOUR REPLACEMENTS IN 


Chivers’ Patent Library Bindings | 
OUR BOOK BUSINESS | 


bas grown steadily year by year until now our Philadelphia store sells more books than any 
other American retail house, and our New York store is a close second. 

The reason is simply this: we carry a most comprehensive stock, buy when and where 
books can be had to the best advantage, taking them in such lots as will command the lowest 


possible prices. 
Our facilities for supplying libraries, both private and public, are of the verv best. New 
books are on our tables the day of publication, and nearly always at less than publishers’ prices. 
Our NEW BOOK CATALOGUE is ready. Kindly let us know if you wish a copy. 


PHILADELPHIA) JOHN WANAMAKER NEW YORK 
CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS 


153, 155 and 157 Fifth Avenue, New York City 
E invite the attention of LIBRARIANS to our extensive and complete stock of 
English and American books of all publishers supplied at the lowest market rates. 
SEND FOR CATALOGUES 


FOREIGN BOOKS imported free of duty. Special attention given to 
obscure and out of print publications. 


THE BOOK BUYER, a monthly magazine devoted to books, authors and literary 
affairs, with a special department for matters of interest to LIBRARIANS, will be 
sent free to any library on application. 
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H. SoTHERAN & Co. 


Booksellers, Bookbinders, and Publishers, and General Agents in 
Europe for Private Bookbuyers and Public Institutions in America. 


Witt exceptionally long experience in Library Agency, they can promise the best care, dili- 
gence, and discretion in everything relating to it, and in small matters as well as great, 


A Monthly Catalogue of Second-Hand Books (‘'Sotheran's Price-Current of Literature,”) post free. 


140 Strand, W.C., and 37 Piccadilly, W.: London, 
Telegraphic Address: BOOKMEN, LONDON. Oodes: UNICODE and A BOC. 


OTTO HARRASSOWITZ—Leipzig, Germany 
LIBRARY ACENT Correspondence Solicited 


REFERENCES (by special permission of the librarians): Library of Congress (Washington, D.C.), 
Harvard University Library (Cambridge, Mass.), the Newberry Library (Chicago, IIl.), Chicago Public Library 
(Chicago, I11.), University of Chicago Press (Chicago, Ill.), Princeton University Library (Princeton. N. J.) 
Cleveland Public Library (Cleveland, Ohio), Library University of California (Berkeley, Cal.), University of 
Cincinnati Library (Cincinnati, Ohio), Johns Hopkins University Library (Baltimore, Md.), Library Catholic 
University (Washington, D. C.), Library Brown University (Providence, R.1.), Library Association of the Bar 
(New York), Library University of Oregon (Eugene, Oregon), Library Adelbert College Western Reserve 
University (Cleveland, O.), Library Boston Athenzum (Boston, Mass.), Bowdoin College Library (Brunswick, 
Maine), Hebrew Union College Library (Cincinnati, 0.), Kenyon College Library (Gambier, O.), Library 
University of Tennessee (Knoxville, Tenn.), Oberlin College Library (Oberlin, O.), Library Washington University 
(St. Louis, Mo.), Library University of Wisconsin (Madison, Wis.), Watkinson Library (Hartford, Conn.), Trinity 
College Library (Durham, N. C.). 


KEGAN PAUL, TRENCH, TRUBNER & CO., Ltd., 


PUBLISHERS AND LIBRARY AGENTS, 


Dryden House, Gerrard Street, W., London, Eng., 

Having extensive experience in supplying PUBLIC LIBRARIES, MUSEUMS, GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTIONS, etc., at Home and Abroad, with Miscellaneous Requisites, Books (New and 
Second-hand), or Periodicals ix ai] Languages, offer their Services to LIBRARIANS, SECRE- 
TARIES, AND OTHERS. Careful attention given to every detail. Exceptional Facilities for 
obtaining Forcign and Scarce Books, BINDING OF Every DeseripTION UNDERTAKEN. Periodices: 
wd Newspapers Promptly Supplied as issued. Books Shipped to all parts of the World at Lowes: 

ates. 


TERMS ON APPLICATION, ALSO LIST OF LIBRARY APPLIANCES, HANDBOOKS, ETc. 


Fae catalogues of all the publishers of im- 
portance are combined in this massive 
volume, which is supplied at nominal cost to 
secure its widest distribution. It is a con- 
venient reference book that any library can 
ill-afford to be without. 


Price, $2.00 


Office of THE PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY, 
298 Broadway, New York 
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H. C. WHITE CO. 


Are Supplying to 


THE LEADING LECTURERS 


of the Country 


LANTERN SLIDES 


From their unequalled collection 
of Stereoscopic Negatives covering 


THE WORLD 

ITS 
Wonders 
Beauties 
Architecture 
its Art and 
Methods of 
Transportation 


People 

their 
Environments 
Industries 
Customs and 
Social Activities 


Full Line of Copyrighted Subjects Can Be Seen at 


THE MONOLITH, Broadway & 34th St., N.Y. 


LONDON 


The R. R. Havens Company 


New and Second Hand Books 


suitable for Libraries. Catalogs 


issued and sent upon application 


29 West 42d St., New York 


ITALIAN BOOKS 


of every description 
(Special prices to public libraries) 
FRANCESCO TOCCI 
520 Broadway New York 


CATALOGUE ON APPLICATION 


THE BIBLIOGRAPHY OF ECONOMICS 


of the Journal of Political Economy 
is the most complete in the world 
The only monthly economics bibliography 
in English 
In each number, there appear 20 to 30 pages 


of carefully selected and classified bibliography 
of current writings in economics. The field 


covered includes books, government publica- 


tions of the leading countries, state and munic- 
ipal reports, and nearly 100 periodicals. 
Monthly publication secures timeliness. 


THE JOURNAL HAS ALSO 
Several leading articles 
Notes upon current topics 
The Washington notes upon the current ac- 
tivities of the Federal Government 
Reviews and book notices which are timely 


$3.00 a year ; single copies 35 cents, 


Address Dept. 60 


THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO PRESS 


CHICAGO AND NEW YORK 


THE DESICN OF 
Typical 
Steel Railway Bridges 


W. CHASE THOMSON 


WV. Can. Soc, C.F 


AUTHOR OF 


“BRIDGE AND STRUCTURAL DESIGN” 


A book of practical value for the instruc- 
tion of Civil Engineering Students, and one 
which can be studied with profit by those 
in actual practice, as well as by draftsmen 
who desire to become familiar with the 
methods employed in designing offices. 

Cloth, 6xg ins., vii+178 pages, 
21 Diagrams and Detail Drawings. 
Price, $2.00 net 


Descriptive Circular on Request 


Engineering News Book Department 


220 Broadway, New York 


Ask for COMPLETE Set of Circulars 
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Directory of Dealers 


Who Issue Catalogs of Rare Books, “ Remainders” and Slightly 
Used Books. 


DOMESTIC. 
Am. sirancine Exchange, P. O. Box 587, St. Louis, 
0. 


Anderson, John R., 76 Fifth Ave., New York. 
Bartlett, N. J., & Co., 28 Cornhill, Boston, Mass. 
Blessing, W. P., Mgr., 192 Michigan Ave., Chicago. 
Book Exchange, Derby, Conn. (Reference Books.) 
Beston Book Co., Boston, Mass. (Larger stock of 
magazine sets than all other dealers combined.) 
irentano’s, Publishers, Booksellers and Importers of 
Fereign Books, Fifth Ave. and 27th St., New 
York 
Britnell, = Yonge St., Toronto, Canada. 
ame Albany, N. Y. (Largest stock of Pe- 
in the World.) 


Campbell, William J.,~Philadelphia, Pa. (Americana 
and General Literature.) 

Caspar, C. N., Co., 431 E. Water St., Milwaukee, Wis. 

Clark, A. S., 218 Washington Street, Peekskill, N. 
Y. (Any catalogue issued by me tells the story 
better than I can here.) 

Crawford, A. J., 4th and Choteas Sts., St. Louis, Mo. 


Engelke, Geo., 280 N. Clark St., Chicago, Il. 

Foley, P. K., 14 Beacon St., Boston, Mass. 
Goodspeed’s Bookshop, sa Park St., Boston, Mass. 
Gregory, H., 116 Union St., Providence, R. I. 
Havers, R. R., Co., 27 West 42d St., New York. 


(Special concessions to lilraries.) 
Hays, Cushman Co., 32 Monrot St., Chicago, III. 


Heise, John, 410 O. 'C. S. Bank Bidg., Syracuse, N. Y. 

Humphrey, G. P., 65 Spring St., Rochester, N. Y. 

Huntting, The H. R., Co., Springfield, Mass. 

Kimball Bros., 618 Broadway, Albany, N. Y. (We 
make a specialty of Americana.) 


Ladd, Niel Morrow, Book Co., 646-648 Fulton St., | 


Brooklyn, N. Y. (Send list of Books Wanted.) 
Lauriat, Chas. E., Co., 385 Washington St., Boston. 
Lemcke & Buechner, 11 East 17th St., New York. 
Lexington Beok Shop, 730 Lexington Ave., N. Y. 
Liebeck, C. F., 1261 E. 67th St., Chicago, Il. 
Littlefield, George E., 67 Cornhill, Boston, Mass. 
Loeser & Co., Frederick, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
SeDonqugh Co., Joseph, 39 Columbia St., Albany, 


Oe 
Madigan, P .F., White Plains, New York. 
Malkan, Henry, 42 Broadway, New York. 
McDevitt-Wilson Bargain Book Shop, 1 and 10 Bar- 
clay St., New York. 
McVe John Jos., 1229 Arch St., Phila, Pa. 
General History, Science, Theology.) 
Matthews, L. S., & Co., 2623 Olive St., St. Louis, Mo. 
Mendoza, Isaac, Book Co., 17 Ann St., New York. 
Morris Book Shop, 152 Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
Philadelphia Magazine Depot, 326 N. roth St., Phila., 
Pa. J. Kuhlman, Prop. 
Preston & Rounds Co., Providence, R. I. 


Rosenbach Co., 1320 Walnut St., Philadelphia. 
(Americana, English Lit. Mss., Early Printing.) 


Taylor, Thos. J., Taunton, Mass. (Specialty, a stock 
Of 150,000, pamphiets relating to America. Li- 
brarians of special collections please correspond.) 


Thayer, H. A., Newtonville, Mass. (Theslagieal.) 
Thomson-Pitt Book Co., 947 Eighth Ave., N. Y. 


Torch Press Book Shop, Cedar Rapids, Ia. (Books 
about lowa and the early West.) 


Union ge ! Association, 44 East 23d St., New 
York. merican and English Remainders.) 


FORFIGN. 
Allen, E. G., & Son, 28 Henrietta St., London. 
Alicke, Paul, Antiquariat, Dresden, Germany. 
Baer, Joseph, & Co., Hochstrasse 5, Frankfort, Ger. 


Baker’s Great Bookshop, 14-16 John Bright St., Bir- 
mingham, England. 


Barrard, P. M., M.A., Tunbridge Wells, England 
(Valuable and out-of-the- way books. Libraries 
formed.) 

Blackwell, B. H., so and 51 Broad St., Oxford, Eng. 
(Theological, Classical and General.) 

Brill, E. J., Oriental Printer and Publisher, Leiden, 
Holland. 

Breckhaus, F. A., Querstrasse 16, Leipzig, Germ. 

Burgersdijk & Niermans, Leyden, Holland. (Very 
large stock of Theology, Classics, Scientific peri- 
odicals, Dutch history, old and rare books on 
Medicine, Chemistry, Natural Science. Public 
sales.) 

Edwards, F., 83 High St., Marylebone, London. 

Ellis, Messrs., 29 New Bond St., London, Eng. 

Gilbofer & Ranschburg, I. Bognergasse 2. Vienna, 
Austria. (Old Books, Prints, Autographs. 

Gottschalk, Paul, 13 Unter den Linden, Berlin. 
(Rare Books and Mss., Science.) 

Harrassowitz, Otto, Queerstrasse 14, Leipzig, Ger- 
many. 

Hiersemann, Karl W., Kénigsstrasse 3, Leipzig, 
Germany. 

Higham, Charles, & Son, 27a Farringdon St., London, 
E. C. (Theology, second-hand and remainders.) 


Junk, W., Berlin, Kurfurstendamm. (Science.) 
| Maggs Eros., 109 Strand, London, Eng. (Fine and 


Schulte, Theo. E., 132 East 23d St., New York. | 
(Ameri ) 


cana, General Theology. 
Stechert, G. E., & Co., 129-133 West 2oth St., New 
York. (Books in various ‘arquages.) 
Steiger, E., & Co., 25 Park Place, New York. Go~. 
est. stock of new German publications in all | 


departments, especially suitable for libraries.) | Tercuem, Em., 19 Rue Scribe, Paris, France. 


Rare Books, including Americana, Prints and 
Autographs. Catalogues gratis and post free.) 

Malota, Franz, tv Wiedenerhof, Vienna, Austria 

mes. | Martinus, Nobelstraat 18, The Hague, Hol- 
an 

Quaritch, Bernard, 11 Grafton St., New Bond St, 
London, England. 

Rosenthal’s Antiquariat (Ludwig), Hildegardstrasse 
16, Munich, Germany. (American ks and 
Prints, Incunables, mss., Rare Books, Prints.) 

Shehert, G. E., & Co., New York, Leipzig, London, 
aris. 

Steiger, E.. & Co., 25 Park Place, New York. 
(Second-hand German books in al] departments 
kept in stock. Foreign dealers’ second-hand 
books imported, Ask for catalogs. Send list 
of wants. 

Stevens, B. F., & Brown, 4 Trafalgar Sq., London, 
W. C., Eng. Sa 

Stevens, Son & Stiles, 39 Great Russell St., London, 
W. C. (Americana and Economics.) 
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American Library Association 


Publishing Board 


34 Newbury Street, Boston, Mass. 


A. L. A. Catalog Rules: Author and Title Entry 


Price, cloth, 60 cents postpaid. 
Compiled by committee of the American Library Association and the 


(English) Library Association. 


Small Library Buildings 


Price, paper, $1.25; cloth, $1.50; postage extra. 

A collection of plans contributed by the League of Library Commissions 
with introduction and notes by Miss Cornelia Marvin, Secretary of the 
Oregon Library Commission. 

A discount of 4c¢ will be given on 25 or more copies ordered direct by 


library commissions or library schools. 


Library Buildings, by W. R. Eastman 


Price, paper, 10 cents. 


Library Rooms and Buildings, by C. C. Soule 


Price, paper 5 cents. 


Kroeger. Guide to Reference Books 


New and enlarged edition in preparation. 


Christmas Books 


Price, 5 cents; $1.25 per 100. 
A list compiled by Miss Charlotte C. Gibson, children’s librarian, Washington 


County Free Library, Hagerstown, Md. 
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DIRECTORY OF LIBRARY SUPPLIES. | SPECIAL NOTICES. 
| 


ORK done in Government libraries 


translating, copying, especially of manuscripts, etc. 
E. L. Stone, Stoneleigh Court, Washington, 


BINDING. saOR —— (male) of a Massachusetts public 1i 
rary having greater possibilities for development, 
Argel Guardian Boston, Mass. thoroughly qualified, energetic; New England, New 
H, and University PL, N. York or West preferred. Address Vot- 
UMES, care of Liprary youRNAL, N York, 
Cedric Chivers, 1242 Fulton St, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


éth Ave, N. Y. 
“Art Bindes, E. Se, |. BOOKS WANTED. 
E. Stechert & Co., 129 W. 20th Bt., ¥. 


| Spa rks, Diplom. Cerres. Am. Revolution, 12 vols. 

Stone, Life and 7. Sir W. Johnson, 2 vols. 

Stark, Gen. Jchn, Memoirs and Correspondence. 
1860, 

Bourget, Outre Mer. Scribner, 

Mavo Smith, Statistics and Economics. Macm, 


Co., 141 E. asth S 

BOOK COVERS, LABELS AND BINDERS. 


t Book Cover » Soringteld, Mass. Willets, Workers of the Nation, 2 vols. Dodd. 
& Co., Holland, Commonwealth of Man. Putnam. 
F. Tapley Co., 531-535 W. New York. livason, Studies in Wordsworth. Little, Br, 
P. . Van Everen, 60 Ann ny N. Y. City. James, H., Author of Beltraffio. Houghton. 
Weis Binder , Toledo, O. | James, PHi., Watch and Ward. Houghton. 


Triggs, Hist. Arts and Crafts Movement, Chicag 
BOOK PLATES. (Ex Libris.) Selkreg, Landmarks of Tompkins Co., N. Y. 
Robert Sneider Co., Engravers, 145 Fulton St., N. Y. Taylor, Public School Laws of U. S. 

Wyatt, Phesphates of America. 

BOOK STACKS, LIBRARY FURNITURE, ETC. | |)ixson, Universal Prese Fiction. Dodd. 

Art Metal Construction Co., Jamestown, N. Y. | Century Atlas of World 


. B. Cornell Iron Works. N Y. City. |} Canadian Patent Office Reco: d, 
&. Catalog, 1coz, and Si 


Coller & Smith, Inc., 298 ieeadecs, N. Y. City. 
ey Bureau, 3%. Atlantic Ave., a Inst. Free Lib., Wilmington, Del. 


Bosten. 
Geo. Meleney 119 Monroe St.. ‘Chicago. Parkhurst H. E., Pirds’ Calends 
Snead & Co, Iron Works, Jersey City, N. J. | Retzel, to ry M: vols. 
Richter, V. von, Organic Chemistry, 2 vols. 
CARBON PRINTS AND PICTURES. | Small. J. K., Bete f the Southeastern U. S 


Sorry Co.. Malden, ‘Tes. T | E & LY N C H 
CARD AND FILING CABINETS, ETO. Custom House Brokers 


Art Metal Copstrpetion Co., Jamestown, =. ¥ 16 Beaver St., New York 


Giobe Wernicke Co., 380 Broadway, N. Y. City. 
Koller & Smith, Inc., 298 Broadway e. = City. 


Lib B § o Atlantic 
A.C. & 215-221 Wabash Chicago, Importations of books our care will 
carefu a = 


Ii 
The Macy Co., 343 N. Y. City. 
Scrantom, Wetmore & ochester, N. Y. 


Yawman & Erbe Mfg. Co., Rochester, N. Y. WILLIAM R. JENKINS Co. 


CATALOG cane. 
Globe Wernick Co., 380 Broadway, N. Y. City, F h AND z ° B k 
Koller & Smith, Inc., 208 Bonlies, N. Y. City. re n Cc FOREIGN 0 0 s 


Library B Atl Ave.,” Boston. 
AG McClurg Ate chicago, Sixth Ave, & 48th St. New York 


Yawman & Erbe Mfg. Co., Rochester, N. Y. No Branch Stores. Send for Catalogues 
Arial Mig. Contes William St, York GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 
Bookbinders’ Flexible Glue and Library Paste. A SPECIALTY. 


Clipper Mfg. Co., New York. | 
Cushman & Dennison, 244 W. 23d St., N. Y. City. 
35°37 St., New York. 

lord racuse, } 

Higgins & Co., 271 9th St., Brook! cy, LOWDERMILK & CO., 
123 rty St. Ne ew ty | 
Nigar Trussell Mfg. Co., St. Louis, Mo. | 1424-6 F Street, Washington, D. C. 
L. E. Waterman & Co., N. Y. City |} = 
The Wire Novelty Co., Holyoke, Mass. , OOKS.—All out-of-print books supplied, 

LADDERS. no matter on what subject. Write us 


le Ladder Co., 65 Randolpt. a Chicago We can get you any book ever published. 
Co. 244 Water St.. N ¥. Please state wants. When 
and see our 50,000 rare books. 
LETTER | GREAT. BOOKSHOP, 14-16 John Bright 


Yawman & Erbe Mfg. Co., Rochester. N. Y. Street, Birmingham, England. 


Largest Stock in Existence 


” 
{ 
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On Indispensable Weekly | 
Periodical 


To the Librarian: 


In making up your order for periodicals for the coming 
year there are several reasons why it should include “ THE 
PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY.” 

As a “ professional ”’ periodical it provides the librarian 
and the library staff with an equipment, not’ only practically 
indispensable, but admittedly unattainable in any other similar 
publication devoted to the chronicle of books and their 
circulation. 

“THE PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY,” the oldest 
American book- trade journal, is distinguished by these 
features: 

1. A serviceable and prompt Weekly Record of new 
books as published, with descriptive notes to the more import- 
ant items, giving necessary data as to size, price, series, 
publisher, etc. 

2. Monthly, quarterly, semi-annual and yearly cumu- 
lated reference lists of all new books and new editions. 

3. Timely notes of bibliographical interest, news of 
publishing plans and items of direct interest to librarians in 
their work. 

4. Advertisements and announcements of all the 
leading publishers, definite and frequent. 

With this periodical on file during 1909 your vision 
will be clearer and broader, your problems easier, your results 
more definite. 

We hope your library funds will make it possible to 
provide for it for a test period of at least one year. 


Subscription price, $4.00 per annum 


Address THE PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY 
298 Broadway New York 


| 
y 
° 
ae 
a 
ke 5 
ae 
3 
i 


McDevitt-Wilson Bargain Book Shop 


and Barclay Street 
NEW YORK CITY 


WING to unforeseen delays, one of which was a fire in the print 

ery, our catalogue which should have been out Sept. 15th, has 
been held up, but by the time this advertisement appears the catalog 
will be in the mails. If you do not receive a copy write us. 


Among the many bargains we have this month in addition 
to _ttems we have hitherto offered, are the following: 
AMERICANA ENCYCLOPAEDIA. Last revised edi- 


tion. 16 vols. Full Morocco. 


HISTORIAN’S HISTORY OF THE WORLD. 25 


vols.. % Morocco with shields on sides. 


LEVER’S COMPLETE WORKS. Lorrequer edition. 32 


vols. Buckram. 


VY TISSOT’S OLD TESTAMENT. 2 vols. 3 Morocco. 


TISSOT’S LIFE OF CHRIST. 3 vols. % Morocco. 


THE WORLD’S GREAT CLASSICS. 6: vols. With 
index. % Morocco. 


If you are interested in any of the above, write us for prices; or if there is 
anything in sets of reference works, standard authors, or literature in general that 
you are looking for, send us your wants—we may have just what you want in stock, 
for we are almost daily picking up something new. 


Last month we advertised POEMS OF DANTE GABRIEL ROSSETTI, 
reduced from $8.co net, to $4.00. Our reduced price should have been $3.50. 


Have your name on our mailing list to receive all catalogs, and send 
us your want lists. At the outset if you do not feel willing to give us carte 
blanche instructions to fill your orders, send us your lists for quotations. 
We can always supply you the new and current books, that we do not 
happen to have at special figures, at the lowest market prices. 
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